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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
1 

i a  I Roy Reider, Satc ty  Director 

FROM I W. CUrcncc Courl;ri&t 

‘ I  ... 
’ :I 

I 

DATE: Scp-kmbcr 28, 1962 
. . t  

h’iw the  firat %$lo wCtlkf.3 Of SCptf3bcr, 1962, R. D n k @ ,  cbIx’-mj and 
1 mdo oevaral field t r i p n  and inopections at t h e  nhndoncd f i r im oitco, 
TA-20, Saadia Conyon Site,  and TA-27, Cmm Site (oomctlneo cal led h j a r i t o  
S i t e )  to  determine if hazardouo amounto of exploeiveo were preocnt,  
a l e 0  contacted peraonncl a t i l l  einploycd by UlSL who had worked o r  had been 
a t  theoc o i t e s  during t he  timco they wcre in ac t ivc  uoe. Thcoc people ucrc: 
E. L, Petcroon, Roger R11muuoen, R, Id. Van L Y O G C ~ ,  Elizabeth Gittingc,  
M, L, Clancy, CI, J ,  Urizar, R, L, Conveme and J, R ,  Dit to ,  
and mape were obtained fmm John Sizcr, ENG-3. 

Both of thcue sitea were abandoned no Later then 19h7, but were uocd for o. 
wide variety of  explosive firing experiments when they were ac t ivc .  

We 

Si t e  locat ionc 

U 
X t  was ascer ta ined t h a t  a t  l e a a t  two attempto were made t o  ”clean-up” 100t;c 
explooivco ly ing  on t h c  ground a t  Sandin b y o n  S i t c .  T h e m  cffor t r ;  were 
lrpparaotly bm@t about 
I;oands of Comp B went low order, eca t ta r lng  tbc explooivcG. The u 5 i w  
&group, haadad by €7, L, F’etcrHon, spent two b y e  ijnmeillntcly n f t e m d s  
w i t h  si@t or ten psopia cleaning up t h e  area. 

I n  thc a m c r  of 1948, after the c i t e  had been abandoned and i n  propamtion 
f o r  the conotruction of  thc  Eaot Jemez Road (Sltndla Cunyon Acceoo) a crew of 
2.0 o r  12 labrcro under the  fiupcrvioion of R. L. ConvcrGe opent about two 
weeka glcening the a rea  fo r  expotlcd emlosivco. 
60 t o  70 powdo of exploolveo. Thio area woo Later lookcd a t  by C, A ,  Burch 
md J. R. Ponlnnd of the U-3 Safety Office, 

Drake 8nd I m d c  two t r l p o  to Smdin Canyon, accompanied on one by 
8 ,  I,, Convcroe, wc were able t o  loca te  all ,  of  the prcvlous firing pointo 
and mndc clone inspections around each for expooed explocivco. 
ono piece of explooive, &bout the oize  of Q golfi ‘boll which was l n t c r  
confirmed t o  be Comp B I  
shown on LASL Oaginecring R-138 drrrwlw. 

rn experiment a t  a firiw point In vhlch 9 0  

T h i o  efi’ort fielded about 

He found 

l h 1 6  WDS found very clooe t o  mnhole TA-20-3 ao 

We mndc th ree  t r i p o  to Gamw S i t e ,  accompanied on one by M. L, CLancy. 
had lcumcd t h a t  a W e t  ocnei t iv i ty  type of t e s t ,  izvolvlng the renote- 
control  firing of a .50 ca l ibe r  mrchine gun at  block8 of explooive, uoo 
once conducted a t  TA-27, Such a tcot nn.t;urdlly produceo fragments of 
ulldotoantcd wcploeive, We dld not aoccr ta ia  that any formdl  cffort wau 
ever made to clean this site of m a t t e r e d  exploeivetl. 

We 

1 
-----._-. 

I i’-’--.-- f i t ! r x ; i ~ ; ~ ~  bit &+rip}: 

.JUL 2 0 1992 



I Roy ncidcr Scptembcr 28, 1962 -2 - 

We wcro ab le  t o  locntc  thc  prcvlouu firiw points; hovcvcr, one har, bccn 
dioturbcd by t h c  reccnt  mud construction. 
oll of thcoc f o r  cxpocd cxplooivcc. Wc were ub3.e to find c q l o s i v c c  
only a t  onc locatcd a b u t  bo f c c t  Gouthcaat of firing bunker Ti'+-27-2 oc 

ond Eaot 240 .t 00) no cxplociveo were found bcyond 250 f c e t  from t h i c  
firing poin t ,  
block0 of  explooivc were arranged, the  gun firing controlo bcinc located 
i n  TA-27-2, 
50 picccu of cxplodveu tottiliw about one nnd one-hlf '  p o ~ d ~ .  
ehown i n  crttachmcnt No, 1 On thc two l a t e r  incpectiono, cxplooiveo were 
found but i n  lcooer quant i t ica ,  

We mcle cloce i n q x c t i o n  of 

I ohown on IASL Engiucering l7-EF drawing. (Hear G r i c i  Point South 75 + Oil 

Wc arc oatloficd that it was this p i t  over which thc  t a r g e t  

'Riece are 
On OUT firot inopcction of & b u t  an ham,  we picked up a b u t  

A t  b t b  o i tca  thc  loca t ing  of cxpoocd eqdooivco  is d i f f i c u l t  bccauGe o f  
thc growth of mano and a m l l  ohn'bo over t h e  entire a rca .  
out" of thc TIiT und i t 5  ctainint;  the gmund caucing a Lurgc broom rinE; vas 
the  mcatio ty which one located mot of thc picccc, It chould &GO be notcd 
that moot of t h c  h r g e r  piccco were partial ly  buried i n  t h e  ground and wcrc 
located only  by a d l  por t ion  of  t h e  piece being expccd.  

Somc r c p r c o c n ~ t l v c  cnmplco o f  the  explosive pieces found vcrc Eivcn t o  

and h w c t  ocna i t iv i ty .  The reoul to  indicated t h a t  thc cxplocivc wac 
Conpocition B b  fdoc1; of  t h e  TITI! had migrated to t hc  Gurfacc and comc hnd 
lcachcd away. and some n i x  C - ~ G W  struc tu 'co ,  
Some o f  t hc  mtcrial contained a conddcrnblc  uuourlt o f  dccompacition 

scna i t ivc  than dxmcinrd RIM but more oencit;ivc t h a n  otundnrcl Conp I3 and 
ohould prohbly  be handled l i k e  RDX, 'Thio report io ahom ic attuchmcnt 
No. 2, 
a t  lcaot 15 ycaro, 

Tlic " l e a c h i x  

t L, C6 S m l t i ~ ,  CtE-2, f o r  the purpose of  dctcralning c o n p c i t i o n ,  c t x b i l i t y ,  
\ 

Thio l e f t  l m p o  of 

PrOdUCtO, T h C  h p L L C t  O c n d t i v i t y  t C o t O  chOWCd the COmplCG b bc l C S G  

Thio Cxpl05iVe ha0 been on t h e  gruund expooed t o  *Ac clcmentc f o r  

1, A t  Garxmn S l t c  an area of n t o u t  two a c r m  should, around t h c  f i r i x  p i t  
near TA-274, bc posted w i t h  ~ i g n o  every 150 f e e t  that cay "born 
E x p l O o i V e D  - Kccp 

2. A t  Sanilia Canyon D single permanent; ~ i g n  o r  ninrker be inc l z l l ed  near 
old TA-20-3 I n  order  tht the locat ion can be found but not otutily: 
t h a t  e4uplooivea might be prenent. 

It- .. 
b. 

3.  That thcoc areao be recorded by ENG-3 on permanent Engineering 
ctravingo, 

4 b  That 0x1 material  evidence of a formcr firirq o i t e  be rcmovcd, 
would mcan rclaovbg thingo like firiw bunkera, board woXw, uocd 
cable, concrete foundatlono, m a w  plateo, boaril0 and other debrio b 

mi5 



i' 
Roy Reider - 3- September 28, 1962 

5 .  That a crew of f ive  o r  oix expcricnccd cxplooivc men, propcrly 
eupe-rvlaed, mnka a clooe inrpcction f o r  liE of  t he  two arcas  where 
exploslvco were found. Thio ohould bc done now and then wain I n  
h t o  winter or corly o p r h g .  :%io Inopcction Ghould be continued 
once 8 year alternating between 8 time when t h e  leact vcgctation 
cxinta nnd a t h o  after the a w e r  mino. The need for t h e w  
h p e c t i o n e  Bhould be re-examined after five years. 

Concurred i n :  




