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MEMO
T0: OU 1130, LANL-ER FILE @ MAY 18,

-

FRCM: sSharad Kelkar, EES-"L MS 0443; T~4218

sUacecy: INTEARYIEW AMD TA-36 SITE VISIT WITH MR, ZEMAS (SLIM) BOONE

Sharad Kelkar and George Guthuie (EES=-1) wvisited TA36 with Zenas (Siim) Boone on 7

Hay 18, 1992, Slim L3 a retirzee from LANL, and curzently resides at SNSERESEEwiE
ARSIy . His telephone ls pEEiNEEENEER. Hc nade the following

obzservatlions during the site wisit:

QO He came to Los Alamos with the Manhattan District in 1945 and retired frem LAML in
77, came back to the lab as a Labozatory Assocliate Technician Ln 1980,

Q Work started at tho Kappa 2ite in 1951-52. !
O He worked at Lower Slobbovia for 25 years,

0 At the Minle aite, the old sand-bag structure that is to the
gouth of the current bunker was used for housing large detonator units,

Q The biggest shots f£ired at Lower Slebbowia was about 5000 lbs. Once the state zcad
4 was closed during the operations,

O Pleces from shets at the R site landed near Minie.
Q Depleted Yranium (DU) was used at all Kappa aites,

Q A lot of old DU i3 found at IJ in the =and. It oxidizes and looks yellow when laefs
axposed.

O At zhe disposal area to the East of the Minie firing point, leftover exglosives frzem

the warlous £iring sites arn piled up and exploded, this is done under a permit,
He deoes net znow of any DU there. (]

4
QO Lots of gun work ls done at Meenle., Shots have been f£ired intc the cliff to the MNo¥

}
and embarkment to the South of the firing site. !

+

O Area %0 %He east of Mo, (seen on the arcal picture 6-28-§5) was used for dispesing;
the debrls generated by the road cut going to Lower Slokbowvwia. There was no £izing)
site debris disposed therea, This was done in about 1951-52, q

Q Zase of Mo, on asouth side of the road over the hill, there is a ruln, Shards cif ﬁ
pettezy are found there. There are ruins all over the Kappa site. }

o
QO There L8 a long-standing honey comb on the cliff North of Mo, it may be of interest
to somebody %o test it for radlaclon.

O Azea Basz of Mo, Morth of the rocad heading “owards Lower Slobbovia, was a burn 3ite
in 2sarly 50’3, prior to the establishment of the trenches (MDA-AA) at Lower
Sickhbovia., This area was not filled i{n, Mostly wood and such from gmall shets were
buznt there.

\

QO 3ig pleces of DU oxidize on the surface and that can flake off,
QO The big shots at Lower Slebbovia were to the lorzh of TA-36-l1 (the bunkerz).

QO 2ig shots and DY were filred next %20 she bunker, to the East of Lit,

[rg
(2}
™

om 3eyd was Ln charg

she Skunn Weoks, zassed away a few Years agzs,
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1 t“
' O Thera were three or four trenches at Lower Slohbovia (MDA~AA), starting in may L
be around mid 50’s, but not sure., Do not recall any paper work about it, T

O The older trenches were between the most recent one and the road (plicture no. -
RM 86060024) ., The trenches were about 8’ deep. There should not be any unbuznt HE Y
in the trenches. Expect to £ind Copper, Aluminium, cables, plastic and wood. ({,

0 There was a $00 1b shot in the early days on the South of the zoad to the East of Mo,
about 0.2% miles from the road, near the cliffas, The shot waa bare HE, no metals, uiih
1 detonator, 3

O Thare wWas ohe shot just above the group office, about 0.5 miles, with bare HE, no
meLais,

© “hen the Kappa sito was juat opened, already there were pieces of metal lying around
on the mesa tops, probably from some army work.

O There were buried shots at Lower Slobbovia, about 30’ deep. Bill Davis knows alout
them.

O At Eenle, mostly small shets were fired,

A lot of DU was flred at R site. :
{
{
Max Avila (M-8) works a lot at IJ. '
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O Johny LeBarge (Laboratory Asscciate Technician, White Rock) worked a lot at IJ. B
0 1
K]

0 0ld I5 was built prior to the Kappa slte. 4

0 The bullding near the sump was once used for makeup.

Reviewaed and corrected by Zenas (Slim) Boone.
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