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Domenici Decries Lack of 
Cleanup Funds 

AJJociated Prw 

The U.S. Department of Energy has u; 

steadily reduced money for environmental 
cleanup, adding billions of dollars to the 
final cost of cleaning up contaminated 
sites - including $660 million more at 
Los .i\lamos National Laboratory, Sen. 
Pete Domenici said. 

The department is setting cleanup 
priorities based on risk to fit its budget 
constraints, but "the erosion of funding is 
undermining the department's existing 
cleanup obligations and will push back 
completion dates," the New Mexico 
Republican said. 

The DOE "needs to set budget 
baselines that match our cleanup goals and 
then deliver on these commitments year 
after year," said Domenici, ranking 
Republican on the Senate Energy and 
Water Appropriations subcommittee. 

The subcommittee on \X!ednesday 
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re,:1.ewed next year's budget requests for 
tile DOE Office of Environmental 
fvIanagement and Office of Civilian 
Nuclear \Xlaste, which oversee 
environmental cleanup and run such 
programs as the \Xlaste Isolation Pilot 
Plant at Carlsbad. 

The Energy Department is seeking $5.6 
billion for cleanup under the Office of 
Environmental Management, nearly 25 
percent below iliis year's budget of $7.3 
billion. At tile same time, Domenici said, 
ilie department says cleanup costs have 
increased $50 billion over the $173 billion 
baseline set in 2005. 

Los Alamos represents $664 million of 
iliat increase, he said. Next year's budget 
seeks $140 million for Los Alamos 
emrironmental management activities, 
about equal to this year's funding. 

The lab two years ago signed a consent 
agreement with ilie state of New lVlexico 
to clean up Los Alamos sites by 2015. 
Domenici said the lab cannot meet that 
deadline at the current rate of funding. 

"Cleanup at Los Alamos is a casualty of 
this reduction," he said. 

Domenici also expressed skepticism 
over testimony that increased efficiency 
could finish the lab's cleanup in an 
adequate time. 

HIncreased efficiencies are not the sole 
answer, and a $140 million request for 
FY2008 is unsustainable when we know 
tilat is far short of tile $283 million to keep 
in compliance this year," he said. 

Copyright ©2007 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This 
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
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