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reviewed next year's budget requests for
the DOE Office of Environmental
Management and Office of Civilian
Nuclear Waste, which oversee
environmental cleanup and run such
programs as the Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant at Carlsbad.

The Energy Department is seeking $5.6
billion for cleanup under the Office of
Environmental Management, neatly 25
percent below this year's budget of $7.3
billion. At the same tme, Domenici said,
the department says cleanup costs have
mcreased $30 billion over the $173 billion
baseline set in 2005.

Los Alamos represents $664 million of
that increase, he said. Next year's budget
seeks $140 million for Los Alamos
environmental management actvities,
about equal to this year's funding.

The lab two years ago signed a consent
agreement with the state of New Mexico
to clean up Los Alamos sites by 2015.
Domenici said the lab cannot meet that
deadline at the current rate of funding,

"Cleanup at Los Alamos is a casualty of
this reduction," he said.

Domenici also expressed skepticism
over testitnony that increased efficiency
could finish the lab's cleanup in an
adequate tme.

"Increased efficiencies are not the sole
answer, and a $140 million request for
FY2008 1s unsustainable when we know
that 1s far short of the $283 million to keep
in compliance this yeat," he said.
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