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Puimp
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Rajionuclida

Radium

Rationale
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Acknowledgment
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Schedule

Scope
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Scrap Dotonation Site

Screening

Scrubber

Search

Security

Seep

Semivolatile
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Shell

Shot
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Site
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Storage
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Study

Subcontractor
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Summary

Sump

Suppon

Surface

Surveillance

Survey
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SWMU (50lid Woste
Manapement Unit)

System
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Tank
Task
TCLP (Toxicity
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Technical
Technical Team
Technology
Telephone Record
Tast Area
Testing
TLD (Thermoluminoscem
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TOC (Table of Contonts)
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Transcription
Transfer
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Transmitial
Transport
Troatment
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Trip Report
Tritium
TRU (Transuranic)

TSCA (Toxic Substances
Conttol Act}

Tuballoy
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Underground

Update

Uranium

Urine

USGS (Unitod Biates
Goolopical Survey)

UST (Underqround Stotape
Tank)
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VE (Value Enginooting)
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Volume

Warahouse

Wasta

Water
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Sttuctuto)

Weapon
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Working Group
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SUBJECT:  DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS BY BURNING

SYMBOL: LT:EEV

On Janudry 14, 1960 a program wns initinted for the
demolition of certain abandoned laboratory structures
by burning. A plan for the demolition program was
prepared January 15, 1960 and burning operations were
started Januvary 16, 1960. A written procedure was
spproved for each burning operation. The structures
which were scheduled to be burned had served their
vsefulness and were for the most part contaminated
with high explosive, radiocactive materials or other
contaminants which precluded the sale or re-use of
the structures or materials in the structures for any
purpose. The burning schedule continued until
March 13, 1960, when unpredictable high winds and the
absence of Bnow cover made it necessary to suspend

. © the buraning program,

A list of the buildipgs which were burned or flashed
is enclosed as Appendix "A".

(continued)
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1os Alamos Scientific Lab. (20)
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ABC Becurity (2)
ABC Fire Dept.
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Those lListed -2 -

A few structures on the schedule remain and should

be burned when weather conditions permit the burning
to be accomplished safely. Prior to the resumption of
the burning operations it is recommended that a
committec be appointed to resurvey all areas to
ascertain the completeness of burnipg or flashipg and
to locate and designate contaminated manholes and
strictures which were not burned or flashed and
schedule these for burning when conditions permit.

It is further recommended that this committee give
consideration to methods of disposal of non~burnable
material which has been flashed,

Attached is a list of structures which were not burned
or flashed as Appendix "B',

During the burning operation several low order detona-
tions occurred which confirmed ouxr suspicion that it
would have been hazardous to personnel ettempting to
demolish these structures by any means other than by
firec. ‘hile none of these detonations could be con-
sidered to exert more force than a:two-inch firecracker,
ip ny opinion, many could have resulted in injuries to
persovnel had they been in the immediate vicibity of
the detonation. Several of the structures which were
burpned contained radioactive contamination and on some
of these structures Group H-1l took air samples during
the burning operation and the results showed that no
radioactive contamination was air-borne,

I believe that the democlition of these buildings by
burning under controlled conditions constituted a
considerable contribution to the over-all fire pro-
tection program since their existence always presented
a ssrious fire potentinl and a fire under adverse
conditions could have resulted in dostruction of
valuable property and equipment and a high monetary
loss sipbce in some cases it would have been difficult
to protect this exposed property without undue risk to
Fire Department personnel and equipment because of

the possibility of HE detonations.

2 Attachments:
1. Appendix "A"
2. Appendix "B"
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Appendix "AM

DEMDLITION OF ABANDONED IADORATORY BUILDINGS BY BURNING

danuary 16, 1960

TA=6-10
™eb-13
TA-€-11
TA-6-15
Jamiary 23, 1960
Th-22-26
TA=6-16
TA=617
TA=6-21
TA =622
TA=6-23
TA-6~2l;
TA-6425
TA-6-26
TA-6-27
TA-6-28
TA-6-29

TA-6-30
TA-6-36
TA«6=449
January 30, 1960
Th-9-2
TA-$-3
TA=9-6

January 30, 1960

TA=9=7

TA-9=-11
TA-3=12
TA-9-13
TA-9-1h
TA=9-16
TA-9-17
TA~9~56

January 31, 1960

TA-9~18
TA-9-8
TA-9-9
TA-9-10
February 3, 1960
T4-9.57
TA-9-58

TA=9-5

February 5, 1960

{contirued)

TA=26-L50
TA-16-49)
TA~16-492
TA=16-493
TA-16-L49L
TA-16-195




Yebruary 19, 1960 (continued)

TA-16-6%
TA-16-70
TA-16-T1
TA~16-72
TA~16-81
TA~16-83
TA-16-8

TA-16-86

TA-16-100
TA-16.166
TA-16~113

February 21, 1960

TA-18-11
TA-18-12

February 27, 1960

TA=16-33
TA-16-32
TA-16-31
TA-16-39
TA-11-9
TA-11-10
TA.11-8
TA=11-7

)

Appendix "AM

Pebruary 28, 1960

TA-20-12
TA-20-14
March 5, 1960

TA-5-2
TA-5-3
TA-5<U
TA-5-5
TA-5-6
TA-5-10
March 12, 1960

{continued)

TA-16-131
TA-16-94
TA~15-95
TA-16-96
TA~16-97
TA=16-98
TA~16-126
TA-16-127
TA-16-128
TA-=16-129
TA=16-30
TA-16-40
TA-16-70
TA-16-18

iRl TR
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APPENDIX

TA-5=1
TA-3-7
TA~5-9
TA-5-12
TA-5-13
TA-3-15
TA-5-19
TA=-9«1
TA-9-4
TA-9-18
TA-9-60
TA-9-61 "
TA-9-62
TA-9-88

TA-14-14

TA~14~18

TA-16-25
TA-16-34

b 4
LS

HBH
ABADONED LABORATORY STRUCTURES NOT BURNED

Lab building exposes 2 plywood structures.

Steel barricade -~ free of contamination.

Reinforced concrete chamber -- free of contaminntion.
Underground concrete pump’ house -~ free of contamination.
Septic tanlk,

Experimental concrete wall -- free of coptamination.
Platform on utility poles.

Laboratory and firing chamber -- exposes telephone cable.
Reinforced concrete firing chamber -- HE contaminated.
Recovery pi§ ~~ gteel on timber -~ HE contaminated.
Roadblocl,

Roadblaock

Baslket washing facility -~ HE contaminated.

Manhole.

15 Electrical msnholes listed for TA-Y9 ~~ free of
contamination.

Concrete and steel chamber -~ HE contamipated ~-
exposes 14-5,

Concrete and steel chamber ~- HE contaminated --
exposes 14-5,

Process bullding -- exposes building to remain.
Magazipe ~- HE contamipated ~-- walls caved ip --

earth und ice on floor.

(continued)




Appendix “B" -2 -

TA-16-35
TA-16-87
TA-16-102
TA~16-103
TA~16-120
TA-16-135
TA-16-158
TA-16-159
TA-16~507
TA-16-510
TA-27-1

TA-37-2

TA-1-90
TA-15-19
TA-21-36
TA-21-37
TA-21-41
TA-29-1

TA-29~3

Equipment room -~ clean - oxposes steam lines.
Trailexr -- exposes building scheduled to remain.
Pnssigawuy between buildings 25 & 26 to remnin.
Passageway between buildings 26 and 27 to remaln.
Barricade -- exposes passageway 103.

Barricade -- exposes passageway 103.

Barricade-- steel -~ earth filled -- clean.
Barricade -- steel -- earth filled -- clean.

Sump pit -~ concrete -- HE contaminated.

Switch box -~ exposes electrical utility pole.

Control building ~~ mostly concrete and earth covered --
exposes telephone cable.

Control building -~ mostly concrete and earth covered --
exposes telephone cable.

Guard tower ~- exposes Sigmn vault.
Guard tower -- exposes R-20.

Guard tower -- withdrawn -- sold by Zia.
Quard tower -~ withdrawn -- gold by Zia.

Guard tower -- withdrawn ~- sold by Zia,

Magazine -- HE coptamipated.

Magazine -- HE contaminated,






