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Tboes t i e t o d  Below DATE: May 37, 1960 

LT:lilBM 

00 Jauuarp 14 ,  1960 a program wn8 initiated for the 
demolition of certain abnndonod l a b o r a t o r y  structures 
by burning. A plan for the demolition progrnm w a s  
prepmed January 15, 1960 and burning operations wera 
started January 10, 1960. A written procedure was 
approved for each burning operation, 
which were achoduled t o  be burned had s e r v e d  their 
usefulness and were f o r  the met  part contaminated 
with high explosive, rad ioact ive  materials or other 
a o n t d n m t s  which precluded t h e  st110 or re-use of 
the etructuree or materials i n  t h e  etzvctures for my 
purpose. %o burning schedule continued u n t i l  
March 13 1960, when unpmdictable h igh wlnds and t h e  
abaence of mow cover made it necessary t o  suspend 
t h e  burning program, 

The structuree 

A list of the b u i l d i n g s  which were burned or ilashed 
is enclosed l r ~ l  Appondix "Atf. 

(coatinued) 

Addressees t 

SUPPlY 
Asc mcurity (2) 
ABC fire Dept. 
Area Mgr. LAAO 
Elza Paul ,  Zia 
Ceail Badegrrd, Zia  
Richard Crook, Zia 
Laon Ross, Zfa 
James R. Yaddy 
E. E, V'tiDgfield (5) 

& U s  Alrunos Scientif ic  Lab. (20) 
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A few s t r u c t u r e s  on tho schedule remain and ehould 
bo burned when weather condi t ions permit t h o  burning 
t o  be accompliehed s a i o l y .  
t h e  burning operations it is recommendod t h a t  ti 
committec be appointed t o  resurvey all amas t o  
rascortnin t h e  completeneee of burning or flashing and 
t o  locate aud desigqate contaminated manholes and 
s t r u c t u r e s  which were n o t  burned or flashed and 
schedule thoso for burning when conditions permit. 
It is further recommended t h a t  t h i s  committee give 
considerat ion t o  methods of diepoaal of non-burnable 
mater ia l  which hns h e n  Slaehed, 

P r io r  t o  the  resumption of 

Attached is a list of s t r u c t u r e 6  which  were not buraod 
o r  f lashed r e  Appendix I I B i l .  

During t h e  burning operntioa several low order detona- 
t i o n s  occurred which confirmed aur suspicion t h a t  i t  
would have been hazardous t o  personnel attempting t o  
dernolieh t h e m  -structures by m y  m098 other than by 
f i ro .  mile none of these detonations could be con- 
sidered t o  oxert  more force than aitrno-inch firecracker, 
i n  my o p i n i o n ,  many could have resulted I n  injuries t o  
personnel had they been in t he  immediate v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  detonation, Several of t h e  structures which were 
burned contained radioact ive contnminntion nnd on some 
of these structures Group H-1 tools air  snmples during 
t h e  burning operation nod t he  results showed t h a t  no 
radioactivo contaminatlop vas air-borne, 

f believe t h a t  t h e  demolitlor, of these buildings by 
burning  under control led condi t ions const i tuted a 
coasiderable  contr ibut ion t o  t h e  over-al l  d i r e  pro- 
t e c t i o n  program since their exis tence always presented 
a se r ious  fire potential  and a f i re  under adverse 
condi t ions could have resu l ted  in dostruct ion of 
valuable p r o p e r t y  aad equipment and ~i h i g h  mooetnry 
1o6a s ince  io some ~1888  it would have beoa d i f f i c u l t  
t o  pro tec t  t h i e  expoeod p r o p s r t y  without undue risk t o  
F i r e  Dopartmeat personnel  and equipment because of 
t h e  possibility of BE detonations.  

2 Attachments: 
1, Appendix ’‘At* 
2,  Appendix “B” 
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TA-3-1 

TA-5-7 

TA-5-9 

TA-3-12 

Th-3-13 

TA-3-15 

TA-9-19 

TA-9 1 

TA-9 -4 

TA-9-13 

TA-B'-60 

TA-9-61, 

TA-9-62 

TA-9-88 

TA-14-14 

Lab building exposes 2 plywood structures, 

Steal barricade -- free of contaminntlou. 

Rainforced concrete chnmber -.. free of contamination. 

UPderground concrete p u p '  house -- free of contnmination. 

Septic t ads 

Ebtperimeatal concrete wal l  -- froo of contamination, 

Platform OB U t i l i t y  poles ,  

Laboratory and f i r ing  chamber -- exposes telephoae cnble, 

Reinforced concrete f ir ing  chamber -- RE contaminated, 

Recovery p i t  -0 steel on timber -- HE contaminated, 

Roadblock, 

Roadblock 

Basket washhg f a c i l i t y  -- El3 coataminaled, 

Uanhola. 

13 Electrical manholes listed for TA-9 -- free of 
contamination 

Concrete and s t e e l  chamber -- I3E contaminated -- 
exposes 14-5, 

TA-14-19 Concrete and s t e e l  chamber -- HE contaminated -- 
exposes 14-5. 

f 

TA-16-25 Procoss b u i l d i n g  -- exposes b u i l d i n g  to r e m a i n .  

TA-la-34 Magazine 4-0 HE contaminated -- walls caved i o  -- 
e a r t h  and ice ou f loor ,  

(contlnuod) 
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TA-16-35 Gquipmeat room 0" Clem -- oxposes steam lines, 

TA-143-87 TmIler 0- eltposes b u i l d i n g  BcheduXcd t o  romnia. 

TA-le-102 Paesrgeway betresa b u i l d i n g s  25 & 26 to rennin, 

TA-18-103 l%ireaguray htween bui ld ings  26 and 27 to remain, 

TA-16-110 Barriaade -- exposes passagoway 103. 

TA-16-125 Barrioado -- exposse passageway 103. 

TA-18-158 Barricade- 8 t w l  -- earth f i l l a d  -- clean, 
TA-18-139 Barricade -= steel -- ear th  filled 0- clean, 

TA-16-507 Sump p i t  -- ooncrete -1 HE cootaminatad. 

TA-18-510 Switah box -- exposes electrical u t i l i t y  po le ,  

TA-37-31 Control bu i ld ing  -- mostly concrete and osrth covered -- 
exposes telephone cable, 

TA-27-3 Control building -- mostly concrete and earth covered -- 
exposes telephone cnble.  

I -  
TA-1-90 

TA-15-19 Guard tower -- sxposos R-20. 

TA-31-,36 Guard tower 0- withdrawn -- sold by Zia. 

TA-31-37 Ward tower -0 rithdrrra -- sold by Zia. 

TA-21-41 Ourrd tower -- withdrawn -- s o l d  by Zin. 

TA-39-1 Yagrzfns 0- HE coDtamhated. 

Chrsrd tower -- sxpoeee Sigmn v a u l t ,  




