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Vigited slte after call from Milton Valenta. Visited Bldg. 1 and tolked
with Vernon Johngon end Valenta, They are atteumpting to grow crystals of
potassium nlobate and then will do others (aluminates, titanates, tungstates,
etc. ). The process is similer to that used for making artificial rubiles.

In one method, KoCOz and NboOs {?) are feed into the gas strcam of a butune
oxygen toreh. This is placed inslde a laboratory [fune hood.

In the other method, the crystal is grown from a molten mixture of the
same materinl in quartz crucible in o Verneuil Fwmace. This isc an electric
furnace conptructed of fire brick inside a 30-gnllon GI trash can. Thisc ds
too large to put in a hood. A semlecircular slot exhaust hood could be built
at the top of the furnace. Several similer furnaces will be built and a
slot hood and flexible duct could be used for cach of scveral furneces.

Alr samples for niobiuwm will be taken ss scon as an analyticnl method con
be worked out. The posslbility of excess exhaust capoeity in the existing
hoods will be investigoted.

A5
cp H. F. Schulte
Group Leader

Industrial Hyglene Group.
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