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H-3 File (Perimeter Survey) DATE: December 10, 196k

W. C. Courtright [ . 1
BURIAL OF LARGE NAVY GUNS AND AMMUNITION

H-3

On December 9, 1964 I talked by phone with John J. Michnovicz,
Organization 3465 Sandis Corporation, regarding any information he
might bave on the above subject. Mr. Michnovicz was a photographer
here during the war, but has no recollections that were helpful on
the above subject. KHe referred me to Mr. Hermoad lacey, Orgenization
6568/ Sandia Corporation.

I contacted Mr. Lacey by phone on December 8, 1964. EKe worked
st Fajarito Oanyon &s @ machinist and technician in.the fall of 1945
and wag with the Laboratory until 1956, Mr. lacey recalls that in
the fall ¢f 1945 the Military fired some bLazcoka shells into some
full sosle lens et TA-27, but knows of no other gun use oY possidle
burial. He mentioned a 'full scale magnetic program shot which occurred

~in the forked canyon back of Kiva 2 gate. There shoild be lois of

copper around and parts of car hat_terios‘_ sipce they-used about 1000 of
them, but he recalis no burial of scrap in Pajarito Canyon. Suggested
that Dwight Young, Caney Spring, Texas, and Bill Winter as poosible
contacts. Mr. lacey was not asrociated with Sundia Canyon Site, but
suggested that James E. Greepwood, SD-1, LASL, might be helpful.

Mr. Iacey seemed to bave a good recall ability of numes and
activities that occurred 15-20 years ago.
i Tuceived by CI-PE
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I contacted Ira D. "Tiny" Hamilton, Organization 725k, Sandia
Corporation, by phone on December 9 to discugs eny information he
might bave. Hr. Bamilton wvas at Lop Alamos ipn the Military from
October 1944 to February 1946 and as o civilimn until 1947. He
worked at "V'-Site and then TD-Site. Mr. Hamilton recalls the burial
of & lot of large classified obsolete weapons parts at & location on
Two Mile Mesa about 1/2 mile north or towards town of the TD-Site
quonset buildings.

Regarding Pajarito Site he thinks they had some guns there but
his memory is quite vague. He does not recall anything on Sandia
Canyon Site por anything about the turial of Navy guns anyvhere.
Mr., Hamilton sald his supervisor was Harvey North, now with Organizstiion
7241, Sandin Corporation. He said A, D. Van Vessem and Walt Meyer, GIMX-7,
LASL, should be able to recall the burial location on Two Mile Mesa.
(Will be checked out later.)

I talked to L. M. "Jerry" Jercinoviec, Organitation 3210, Safety
Ingineering Department, Sandia Corporation on December 9, 1964, to pee

what he could recnll regarding TA-20 or TA-27. MHr. Jercinovic stated

that he was 1n charge of the gun tests that vere made in TA-27, Pajarito

‘Capyon, 'for the purpcse of testing cowplete assemblies against bullet

impact. - He stated that. he obtained a 20 mm. gun, & 37 mm. gun, and &

JO.and 50 calibver mschine-gun fromw Supply and vwhen they were finishad
he returned them to Bupply. This was in the Buwmer of 1945. He does
not recall any burying of any kind at TA-27 but possibly the guns

could have been taken back to two-Mile Mesa and TD-Site pince that wag
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home btame. A. D. Van Vessem and Walt Meyers worked with him on the

project. William Shaffer was the Group leuder and Harvey North wag

Adminiptretive Aspistent. They had severml instances vhers "t:.hts‘~
;aseemblies. went lov order including one 6000-pound torpex sssembly

.- Tox down the oaunyon.. They made some effort to pick up scattered.

/XN ‘ut Dot ‘very thoroughly. 'Mr. Jercinovic recalls the large burial
~Pit -on Two-Mile Mesa which was west of the concrete saucer, east of

Two-Mile Ness Biildings and near north edge of Mesa. This iocation

aod -meterial put in it was probably not recorded because of questionable
~aathority to do .such & job.

Mr. Jercinovic states that bhe would be glad to come up to LASL by
invitation and spot locaticns in the field as he remembers them,

On December 10, 1964 I talked to Harvey North, Organization 7/ 7 i! )
Sandia Corporation, regurding any information he might have on burial
sites., Mr. North was Assistant Group Leader of Croup:Z-2 and was at
los Alamos as a civilian from April 1944 until Spring of 1947.

Mr. North was not familisr with TA-20, Sandia Canyon Site at all,
but bhie people did do some work at TA-27, Gamma Site, Pajarito Canyon.
This group conducted some tests with 50 .caliber machine-guns and 20-mm.

.. .guos on ME.' They obtained the guns from the Military and returned them
to the Military when they finished.

Mr. North stated that-hiw group wap primarily responsible for having
the pit dug on Two-Mile Mess in late 1946 for disposing of unsalvageable,
olassified ‘objectn. Lots of large metal parts.vere placed ia this pit,:
his group.put-in some tubslloy,  less than 5 pounds, and it doez} qontgi_n
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some high explogives. They placed some "large blocks of HE, primacord,
eto,., in the pit, but put them at one side." e

Two pamep Mr. North mentioned that were associanted with the group
at that time were Herd Jewett and Captain Bill Shaffer. He believes
that Sbhaffer is nov at Oek Ridge.

On December IOHI visited with A. D. Van Vessem, Alt. Group Leader
of GMX-7, regarding the burial of guns and ammunition. He remembers
the use of & 50-caliber machine gun at TA-27, Pajarito Site for use in
the iwpsct studies but does not recell any other pize guns used for
thips work. He recalled that the 50-calibe; gunlgnd some ammunition
vas brought teck to TD-Site and stored vest of the site. As he recalls,
the guns and ammunition were turned back tc the Military in 1946 or
1947 mand believes it was the Military that was st Sandin.

Mr. Van Vessem recelled one large and one small burial pits at
Two~Mils Mesa:. These are shown on the current ENG-3 drawings. The
. small one was used for riring unit gaps which had contained small
amounts of mdioactive material and small detopators with squibs.

'He would consider it hazardoun t> disturb this material. The large
pit waa used for casings and banlling equipment of the Fnﬂghn unit and
many other metal parts from other groups of the laboratory. There was
an attempt to cut up this material to declassify it but this proved
too arducus & job so that & burial method was decided upon. He does
not recall that thare is any reliosctive contaminated material or any
high sxplosives buried in the lurge pit. Mr. Van Vessem stated that

Herb Jewett and Tiny Hunilton were the members of the group who
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operated the equipment to place the material in the large pit. Two

additional pames that were members ol the group were Charlie Barncord

-
AN

and Py Brin, both nov with Sandis Bese, Livermore.
Mr. Van Vessem also mentioned potentially. bharardous drainage °
...£ields from FETN operating buildinge. One of these is the old cesspool
.whioh served the buildings on Two-Mile Mesa and the drainage fields from
Buildings ‘TA-££-1, .25 nd 3h.-
E. G. McAndrev and I talked to Al mnbi-&ITEg’Decmber 10 regerding
operations in Pajarito Canyon. Mr. Embry arrived in 1946 and was
associated with Group M-2. He worked at Pnjarito Site, T#-18, and he
did not work at TA-27 and ves never at TA-20. He does not recall the  jar, \
burial of any material in Pajarito Canyon. Cocer L a
E. G. McAndrev and I talked to Jimmy Greenvood, SD-1' He arrived
in Los Alamos in April 1945 and was associated with Group M-3 in the Sprinog
of 1946, He does not remember of any guns being in TA-20, Sandia Canyon.
Mr. Oreenwood told us about buryiog material in an old cilstern or
vell ‘at the far end of Barranca Mesa. This location wus between two oid

houses and some stables and vhere a fence crossed the mesa. You could

sae(fQL ti%a -.-ll.;qu’ti'bE thé‘ia'z:e;ent Sportsmen's Ranse\‘ Mr. Greenwood.
_said that these objects vere about 2 x 2-1/2 feet in pire partially
nede of tungsten and veighed.in excess of 700 pounds: Over.100 of
these objects were msde in the old C-8hop. These objects had been
. returned from TA-33 to Gamsa Bhops' for disassembly and inspection. When
,‘ai'lm-’nmbor..mi,lccmhtod/;Cap_uin_-Ju.mos Dare made arrangements
10 have them buried at Barranca Mesa. Hr. Greenwood said that Alfredo

"Freddy" Lujan, sbeo & truck driver and a heavy equipment operstor for
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the group at’iﬁ&i'time, probably hauled the objects out there.

Mr. Greenwood stated that he recalled a large and quite active
rifle range scwmevhere porth and west of the present tennis courts on
borth Rosd.

Mr. Greenvood participated in the experiments at Trinity which
resulted in the Sleeping Beauty. Three pits were provided at Trinity
for these experiments. The first was started in the Summer of 1946 and
fired in September 1946. This resulted in & dud and the experiment wac
never recovered. The second experiment was successfully conducted in

July or August 1947 and the third was never conducted.
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