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The Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake, California, is the Navy's largest 
research, development, test, and evaluation (RDT&E) facility, encompassing 
more than 1.1 million acres. The State of California has a long tradition of 
strong enforcement ofstrict environmental standards. The treatment ofener­
getic wastes by open burn/open detonation (OB/OD) has been a matter of 
considerable controversy in some ofparts of the state, as well as areas around 
the country. With a science-based, data-driven approach, a team of China 
Lake environmental specialists and technical experts in the research and en­
ergetics area establishes the validity of OD as a preferred treatment method. 

The anticipated outcome of China Lake's efforts is the approval by state 
regulatory agencies of a revised human health risk assessment (HRA). The 
purpose of the HRA is to address potential health effects (both cancer and 
non-cancer) from exposure to emissions from OB/OD activities on human re­
ceptors. In order to ensure that the revised HRA is based on valid scientifi­
cally backed data that can withstand public and regulatory scrutiny, China 
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