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SUBJECT: NEW ACCESS ROADWAY OVER THE LOCATION OF SWMU 16-015(B)

ESA Operations (ESA-OPS) staff notified the Risk Reduction and Environmental Stewardship-
Remediation Services (RRES-RS) Project that a new fueling station is to be located in an area
east of the new TA-16 Weapons Plant Support Facility (WPSF), Building 16-969 currently
under construction. The station will consist of two 10,000-gallon, double-walled aboveground
storage tanks equipped with fuel pumps. Due to the 325-foot buffer zone required between
the tanks and any building, the only suitable location is over the surface of Solid Waste
Management Unit (SWMU) 16-015(b). SWMU 16-015(b) consists of potential subsurface soil
contamination associated with a decommissioned steam-washing house (16-18) and its drain
field. The building was burned in place in 1960 and the drainline was removed in 1966.
Building 16-18 was originally used to steam-clean machinery used at TA-16 and was later
used to store containers of motor oil. Potential subsurface soil contamination includes high
explosives, petroleum hydrocarbons, organic chemicals and inorganic chemicals. During a
site visit on July 1, 2003, Robert Mcinroy, ESA-OPS, and Paula Bertino, RRES-RS, identified
and marked the location of SWMU 16-015(b) and determined that there is adequate space for
the two fuel tanks to be located directly south of the SWMU boundary, while a portion of the
planned access road for the fueling station would be located over the surface of the eastern
portion of SWMU 16-015(b). Since potential contamination is in the subsurface, installation of
the unpaved access roadway (consisting of base course) over the top of the SWMU is
acceptable. However, the SWMU is listed in Module VIl of the Laboratory’s Hazardous
Waste Facility Permit and has not yet been investigated by the RRES-RS Project. As a result,
RRES-RS will require access to this location in the future to complete the site characterization
and any necessary remediation activities. These activities will result in the temporary closure
of the access roadway to allow for the collection of subsurface soil and tuff samples using a
drill rig.

We appreciate ESA-OPS staff involving RRES-RS early in the planning process for the new
fueling station. The identification and coordination of these types of activities are critical at
the beginning of the project planning processes and will prevent potential project delays due
to the presence of Potential Release Sites (PRSs). In many cases, this coordination will also
provide an opportunity to realize cost and schedule efficiencies by integrating RRES-RS
characterization and remediation activities during site preparation and construction activities.
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