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Los Alamos
RN memorandum

vo.  W. B. Martin, CLS-DO h/ oare:  June 29, 1992
wmalL sTopTeLepHone:  ES525/7-1385

sow:  J. H. Griffin, CLS-DO C\%,
symeo: CLS-ER-JTHG-92-005 Fax: 5-4632
susect:  TA-16 (S-Site) Operations, R. J. Daly Telecon

This memorandum records the minutes of a telephone conversation I had on June 26,
1992 with Richard J. Daly regarding his direct knowledge of the operations in
Building TA-16-450 and the TA-16-300 Line from 1956 through 1983.

Dick is a chemical engineer. He began working as a staff member with the
Laboratory's group GMX-3 (now WX-3) at S-Site in 1956. He was promoted to
Deputy Group Leader of WX-3 in 1977 and to Group Leader in 1980. GMX-3 was,
and WX-3 is, technically and administratively responsible for TA-16-450 and the
TA-16-300 Line. He retired from the Laboratory in 1983 and resides in Santa Fe.
He was instrumental in the development of many the nation's nuclear weapons
systems and contributed to the successful design and operation of the UHTREX
(Ultra High Temperature Reactor Experiment) nuclear power reactor.

Dick stated that no electroplating operations were ever conducted in Building TA-
16-450. Plating and anodizing operations were conducted in TA-16-93. Waste
water from 16-450 did not contain cyanide or sodium hydroxide.

Dick indicated that Building 450 was built as a chemical engineering laboratory, but
never used for that purpose. The building was vacant for a brief period. Some
equipment for the UHTREX reactor was stored and tested in the building until
facilities could be built at TA-35 and TA-52. Building 450 was, and still is, used as
a materials testing laboratory. For example, tests are conducted on metals and other
materials to determine their tensile strength. High explosives were always been
excluded from the building through administrative controls.

The 300-Line was built and used as a high explosives (HE) casting facility. As the
demand for cast explosives was replaced by plastic-bonded explosives, buildings
TA-16-304 and 16-306 were converted for use as non-HE plastics development
purposes. All HE sumps associated with the 300-Line received HE waste during the
initial years of operation.
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