
.. ~ENTERED 
Allen, Pam, NMENV 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Pam, 

Kieling, John, NMENV 
Wednesday, September 05, 2012 5:22 PM 
Allen, Pam, NMENV 
FW: CCNS, HOPE, NWNM & SRIC comments on LANL CRP 
f CRP comments 8-31-12.pdf 

Please print the e-mail and the attachment and place in the LANL record. 

Thanks, John 

From: Joni Arends [mailto:jarends@nuclearactive.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2012 4:03 PM 
To: envoutreach@lanl.gov; Kieling, John, NMENV 
Subject: CCNS, HOPE, NWNM & SRIC comments on LANL CRP 

Good afternoon, 

Please find attached the comments of CCNS, HOPE, NWNM and SRIC about the LANL Community 
Relations Plan. It is unclear whether the deadline for public comments is today or September 20, 
2012. Please see our comments. 

Sincerely, 

Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505 986 1973 
www.nuclearactive.org 

1 35469 
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Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety *Honor Our Pueblo Existence * 
Nuclear Watch New Mexico* Southwest Research and Information Center 

August 31, 2012 

By email to: envoutreach@lanl.gov 

Ms. Lorrie Bonds Lopez 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 1663, MS M996 
Los Alamos, NM 87545 

Re: Public comments about the Draft Community Relations Plan 
LA-UR-11-10984, July 2011 

Dear Ms. Bonds Lopez, 

We, representatives of the undersigned non-governmental organizations, provide the 
following comments about the draft 2013 Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) 
Community Relations Plan (CRP). Our comments are based on the July 2011 CRP, LA
UR-11-10984, the link to which was provided in your August 7, 2012 email. It was not 
clear if this is the proposed 2013 CRP because the document does not include the 
updated location of the Pojoaque public reading room. 

We are submitting our comments today because the August 7, 2012 email states: 
"Comments received between August 31, 2011 and August 31, 2012 will be posted to 
the website on or before September 4, 2012." Nevertheless, the Comment/Suggestion 
form link provided in the August 7, 2012 email states: "Public comments and 
suggestions will be received by the Permittees through September 20, 2012, to allow 
sufficient time for consultation with members of the public, plan development, 
finalization and implementation." It is not clear what the correct deadline is for 
comments. 

We understand that the updated plan will be issued on or before September 30, 2012. It 
would be helpful if this information were clarified next year with the release of the 2014 
CRP. 

Thank you for incorporating and adding information based on several of the comments 
we provided last year into the July 2011 CRP document. These include: 



1. Section 1.0 Introduction- providing a brief description of the number and type 
of permitted waste management units included in the Hazardous Waste 
permit. 

2. Section 2.0 Purpose of the Community Relations Plan - providing a brief 
description of waste management, closure, post-closure and environmental 
stewardship practices. Unfortunately, it does not include a description of 
corrective action. Such a definition must be added. 

3. Section 5.1.1 Public Notification and Requests for Feedback: Face to Face, On-line, 
via E-mail, and through Neu.Js Media - providing a listing of the local 
newspapers where notices are published. See also Section 5.3.3 Public 
Notification. 

4. Section 5.1.3 Public Meetings and Briefings- Definitions of Class 1, 2 and 3 Permit 
Modifications- providing a description of each. We request including Class 1* 
in the title and adding a"*" after "Class 1" in the last sentence of the second 
paragraph. That sentence describes a Class 1 *permit modification request. 
We also request adding "by NMED" after" approval" in that sentence. 

5. Section 5.2 Establish a Productive Government-to-Government Relationship with 
Local Tribes and Pueblos - providing a separate and expanded description. 

6. Section 5.3.2 Mailing and Email Lists - providing information about the 
NMED-maintained Facility Mailing List and how to sign-up. 

7. Throughout the CRP - providing additional web links and emails. 

We provide the following comments: 

1. Section 2.0 Purpose of the Community Relations Plan -the use of the word 
"landfills" in the description of post-closure activities must be changed. 
None of the waste dumpsites at LANL meet the standards of a landfill as 
defined in 40 CFR 264 Subpart N Landfills and 40 CFR 265 Subpart N Landfills. 

2. Section 5.1 Establish An Open Working Relationship with Communities and 
Interested Members of the Public - should not be solely based on the annual 
Community Leaders Survey. We support the type of survey done by Ken 
LaGattuta and released on November 1, 2009. As noted in our comments last 
year and supported by the comments of another: 

The annual surveys of the attitudes of local community leaders 
towards LANL is insufficient to convincingly demonstrate 
approval, or disapproval, by the local community of LANL 
behavior. A better means of determining the opinions of local 
community members would be to survey these opinions directly. 

3. Section 5.1.2 LANL Environmental Website. The Community Calendar has not 
been updated since it was generated on February 27, 2012. Before referencing 
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it in the CRP, it is essential that LANL make a commitment to keep it 
updated. See also Section 5.1.6 Public Notice, Meetings and Events Calendar. 

4. Section 5.1.3 Public Meetings and Briefings. Please provide a link for the 
NMED Facility Mailing List in the "Ways to Participate" box. 

In our June 9, 2011 comments, we requested that the Permittees adopt a 
standard operating procedure (SOP) of providing at least a two-week 
advance public notice. Our comments are supported by the comments of a 
Public Information Officer for Los Alamos County. The finalized 2013 CRP 
should include the SOP. 

5. Section 5.1.5 Northern New Mexico Citizens Advisory Board. Please add that the 
NNMCAB is a DOE-chartered" and funded" site-specific .... 

6. Section 5.3.5 Information Repository. We reiterate our June 9, 2011 concerns 
about the need for the Information Repository to be located at Northern New 
Mexico College. This section needs to be updated to reflect the Public 
Reading Room located at the NNMCAB office in Pojoaque. See also Section 
5.5 Provide a Mechanism for the Timely Dissemination of Information in Response to 
Individual Requests - please provide a map to the Pojoaque location as well. 

It remains unclear how one is informed about when the annual training is 
being conducted. 

7. Section 5.3.7 RACER: Connecting Community, Science, and Environment. This 
section obviously needs to be updated to reflect Intellus. Please delete 
reference to the FEED meetings, as they have not occurred for over 9 months 
- almost a year. 

8. Section 5.4 Minimize Disputes and Resolve Differences with Communities and 
Interested Members of the Public. 

9. Section 5.5 Provide a Mechanism for the Timely Dissemination of Information in 
Response to Individual Requests. One way to minimize dispute and resolve 
differences would be for the CRP to state the up to this point unwritten LANS 
policy of providing only one paper copy of documents to individuals and 
organizations, along with a link to make the request. 

Pursuant to Section 5.4 Provide a Mechanism for the Timely Dissemination of Information in 
Response to Individual Requests, we individually allow DOE/NNSA/LANS/LANL to 
post this comment letter on the CRP webpage. 
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Please contact us with any questions or comments you may have. Thank you for your 
consideration of our comments. 

Sincerely, 

Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
107 Cienega Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505 986-1973 
jarends@nuclearactive.org 

Scott Kovac, Operations and Research Director 
Nuclear Watch New Mexico 
1000 Cordova Pl, #808 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505 989-7342 office and fax 
scott@nukewatch.org 

Don Hancock 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
P. 0. Box 4524 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505 262-1862 
sricdon@earthlink.net 

Marian Naranjo, Director 
Honor Our Pueblo Existence 
Rt. 5, Box 474 
Espanola, NM 87532 
505 747-4652 
mariann2@windstream.net 

cc: NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau Chief John Kieling 
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