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Northern New Mexico Citizens’ Advisory Board Meeting
September 10, 2013
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cities of Gold Conference Center
Pojoaque, New Mexico

MINUTES

Meeting Attendees

U.S. Department of Energy

Cate Alexander, Designated Federal Officer (DFO)

Lee Bishop, Deputy Designated Federal Officer (DDFO)

Pete Maggiore, Assistant Manager Environmental Project Office
Christina Houston, Environmental Projects Office

David Rhodes, Environmental Projects Office

Toni Chiri, Los Alamos Field Office

Jennifer Jung, Los Alamos Field Office

Cheryl Rodriguez, Environmental Projects Office
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NNMCAB Members

Carlos Valdez, NNMCAB Chair

Manuel Pacheco, NNMCAB Vice-Chair

Doug Sayre, Environmental Monitoring & Remediation Committee Chair

Joey Tiano, Waste Management Committee Chair

Joseph Viarrial, Environmental Monitoring & Remediation Committee Vice-Chair
Bonnie Lucas

Stephen Schmelling

Ashley Sanderson
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Nona Girardi
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Angel Quintana
Gerard Martinez
Allison Majure
Bob Villarreal
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NNMCAB Student Members
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Questions
Mr. Valdez stated that due to the CR LANL was likely to start FY’14 with a budget of
$170 million.

Mr. Bob Villarreal asked how an acceptable end point would be determined for the
chromium plume.

Secretary Flynn responded that groundwater contamination is a long term endeavor,
and in respect to the chromium the goals are: containment, elimination of the source,
and remediation to groundwater standards.

Mr. Blaine responded that a number of processes would need to be completed, the
first of which is site characterization. He noted that a critical element was containment
of the source of the contamination. Mr. Blaine also noted that aquifer pump tests and
how it affects the contamination would need to be completed before a remedy could be
selected.

Mr. Villarreal asked about the reduction of chromium 6 to chromium 3 and if it would
be beneficial.

Mr. Blaine responded that chromium 6 is a problem in regards to its presence in the
aquifer. He noted that if there was a way to easily change the chromium 6 to chromium
3 that would be the safest thing to do; however we don’t know how to do that until we
have the site fully characterized.

Mr. Villarreal asked about cooperation between sites.

Mr. Jeff Mousseau stated that LANL does work to gain knowledge about what other
sites are doing and how they are dealing with similar problems.

Mr. Valdez asked Secretary Flynn if a representative from NMED could be present at
the Taos meeting to present on the chromium plume.

Secretary Flynn agreed to have a member of his staff at the Taos meeting for a
presentation.

Mr. Stephen Schmelling asked about the WIPP permit modification that is on the
table, and what the schedule on that modification would be.

Secretary Flynn responded that schedule would depend on what changes are being
made to the document, and noted that once the process started it would likely take
around 9 months to complete. Secretary Flynn stated that a public notice would be
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Ms. Alexander responded that on cross site involvement, the issue should be
presented at the Chairs’ meeting, an example of which would be budget issues. She
noted that in general, sites work independently with respect to their sites and issues at
those sites.

Ms. Majure asked about the composition of the boards in regards to levels of
education represented on the board.

Ms. Alexander stated that individuals are not appointed because of their education,
but rather the category that they represent such as their location. Individuals are
appointed because they bring a perspective that is being looked for in the community.

Mr. Bishop stated that by virtue of their involvement in the community the individuals
represented on the board are subject matter experts, regarding their knowledge 1
understanding of their communities and Northern New Mexico.

Public Comment Period
[ . Valdez opened the public comment period at 3:47 p.m.

| . Scott Kovac stated that if you know half the acronyms then that makes you an
expert. Mr. Kovac stated that the CO was a well written plan to make a plan. He noted that
each area of LANL had different required steps, with work plans and investigation plans for
each area. He stated that Congress saw a problem because they weren’t seeing any work
done on clean-up only the planning that was designed to determine the scope of the clean-
up. Mr. Kovac stated that at the inception of the CO the amount of work needed to clean-up
LANL was unknown. He stated for the record that the 2015 end date set in the CO was not a
mist e, noting that we need to have a sense of urgency on the clean-up and not become
complacent.

With no additional public comment Mr. Valdez closed public comment at 3:51 p.m.

VI.

Update from Executive Committee

Mr. Valdez stated that the Executive Committee was looking at appointing an ad hoc
committee to review the NNMCAB Bylaws. He noted that DOE Headquarters was looking at
reviewing the NNMCAB site Bylaws in the near future.

Mr. Valdez noted that at the next CC meeting in October the committees would be
electing officers for FY'14.

Mr. Valdez also advised the NNMCAB of the upcoming WIPP/Waste Control Specialists
tours in November, and the possibility of a new member tour of LANL at the end of October.






































































































