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1- memorandum .) 

Los Alamos Nat lonal Laboratow 
Los Atarnos,New Mexico 87545 

I 

r u  Dick Heineman, HSE-3 

PWU: Robert L, Gonzales. d-.. 

The following is to provide you wi th  t h e  most cu r ren t  
information of p o t e n t i a l  concerns and impacts to Solid Waste 
Management U n i t s  (SWMU's) l i s t e d  i n  t he  Hazardous and Solid 
Waste Amendments (HSWA) module of t h e  Laboratory's Resource 
Conservation and Recovery A c t  (RCRA) operating permit issued 
t o  t h e  Laboratory and Department of Energy (DOE) by t h e  
Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA). The proposed 
modifications indicated i n  t h e  Senice  Request 21864, ( i b @ b ,  

fence eXtenaion and modifications t o  the World Services  
salvage yard) have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of impacting SW numbers 
0 - O O C  ( a c t i v e  Los Alamos County Landf i l l )  and 3-017(c)  
(septic sys tem east  of the southeast  corner of former T A - 3 -  
2 7 1 ) )  now l i s t e d  as TA-61-271. These two SWTW's a r e  l i s t e d  
i n  HSWA module of t h e  Laboratory's operating permit and a re  
s l a t e d  €or  co r rec t ive  ac t ion ,  The SWHUs w i l l  be 
charac te r ized  and remediated (if appropriate) a s  p a r t  of the  
DOE'S Environmental Restotat ion (ER) ' Program. These SWMU' s, 
which are l i s ted  i n  t h e  HSWA permit, must  follow t h e  
regulatory requirements spec i f i ed  by t h e  permit f o r  
co r rec t ive  ac t ion  o r  i n t e r i m  ac t ion ,  
Adminidtretivs Authority and approves of  co r rec t ive  a c t i o n s  
and i n t e r i m  ac t ions .  

The c u r r e n t  issue is t h a t  i n t rus ion  a c t i v i t i e s  conducted a t  a 
S W U  xlesulting in ttplacement", which could be in t e rp re t ed  t o  
be a violat'icn of! RCRA, could r e s u l t  in p o t e n t i s 1  criminal 
and C i v i l .  liabilities, The ER Program Cff ice ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
DOE Los Alamos Area Office ( W O ) ,  has w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  
requesking c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on the itplacement" i s sue  and a 
var iance on thia requirement from EPA based on s i m i l a r  
circumetancee addreesed under provisions of t h e  Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and L i a b i l i t y  A c t  
( C E R C L A ) ,  The request ,  as of this week, is still pending a 
response from EPA. Xf we are granted a variance based on o u r  
l e t t e r  we may be a b l e  t o  proceed wi th  proposed construct ion 
a c t i v i t i e e  without impacting t h e  provisions of o u r  permit,  
However, based on conversations between t h e  El? Program oEfice 

EPA is t h e  
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and EPA on May 31, 1990 it appears t h e r e  w i l l  not  be  an 
immediate response.  

. .. 

The ER Program Office e s t ab l i ehed  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  interim 
ac t ion  fund t o  mi t iga t e  t!placementa8 problems for ongoing 
Laboratory programs. 
and t h e  Laboratory's  ER Program Office has also been 
ins t ruc ted  by DOE Albuquerque Operations Office t h a t  once t h o  
fund is deple ted  t h e  o r ig ina to r  of an ac t ion  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  
a listed SWMU w i l l  be considered t h e  waste genera tor  and will 
have .to pay f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n t e r i m  a c t i o n  t o  be conducted 
a t  the impacted SWMO. The cost assoc ia t ed  w i t h  an 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  in te r im ac t ion  can be s i g n i f i c a n t  depending on 
scope of t h e  p ro jec t  and assoc ia ted  SWMU. 

ft is t h e  pos i t i on  of t h e  ER Program Office not  t o  h a l t  any 
proposed p r o j e c t .  However, it is our r e spons ib i l i t y  t o  
inform the p r o j e c t  manager of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  impacts, 
l i a b i l i t i e s ,  and c o s t  assoc ia ted  w i t h  proceeding w i t h  a 
pro jec t  in an a rea  i d e n t i f i e d  as a SWJ w i t h  app l i cab le  RCRA 
requirements. 

If t h e  ER Program Office s t a f f  may be of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t ance  
o r  inPomat ion  do not  hes i t a t e  t o  c a l l  a t  5-4557.  

However, ava i l ab le  funding is l imi t ed  

Thank you.  

RG:am 

Dis t r ibu t ion  : 

R b  Vocke, HSE-DO/ER, MS K481 
P. Aamobt, HSE-DO/ER, MS K401 
C. Ramsey, ENG-5, MS M713 
M. Shepard, X-2, MS B220 
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r; memorandum -4 

Los Alomos Nalional laboralory 
Los AlarnosNew Mexlco 87545 

;I 

10 Sam Montoya, HSE-DO, MS K491 April 10, 1990 OAlE: 

K4 9 1/7 - 0 8  11 r w u .  'JAIL Y fOP/TElEPHOttE. 
Tom Gunderson, Acting Program Dir. 

HSE-DO/ER:90-76 BYh(U0L 
Roger W e  Projec t  Leader rwu: 

TIUHBPER OP ER P R O O W  IrUHDR TO HBE-7 and HEE-8 IIUWEC1: 

The Environmental Restorat ion Progran; Office authorizes t h e  
t r a n s f e r  of Environmental Restoration Program f u n d s  (Cost 
Center 5752, Program M212, Task AL-LA-57) i n  t h e  amounts of 
$15,500 t o  HSE-7 (5707)  and $ 5 , 2 0 0  t o  HSE-8 ( 5 7 0 8 )  t o  cover 
remedial a c t i v i t y  associated w i t h  PCB contamination a t  ER 
Program sites during t h e  f irst  qua r t e r  of FY90. 

1. 
RWF : TG ! am 

C y :  R, Vocke, HSE-DO\ER, MS K491 
A ,  Drypolcher, HSE-7, MS E518 
P. Call, HSE-7, MS E518 
K, H a r g h ,  HSE-8, MS K490 
D, McInroy, HSE-8, MS K490 
5 ,  Salazar, HSE-8, MS K490 
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