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Dick Heineman, HSE-3J pare.  May 31, 1990
Robert L. Gonzaleiﬁagﬁ“_ maL stosrtecesione:  K481/5-0226
HSE-DO/ER: 901588

SALVAGE YARD MODIPICATIONS - ROAD & BTORAGE ARER

The following is to provide you with the most current
information of potential concerns and impacts to Solid Waste
Management Units (SWMU’s) listed in the Hazardous and Solid
Waste Amendments (HSWA) module of the Laboratory’s Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) operating permit issued
to the Laboratory and Department of Energy (DOE) by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The proposed
modifications indicated in the Service Request 21864, (i.e.,
fance extension and modifications to the World Services
salvage yard) have the potential of impacting SWMU numbers
0-006 (active Los Alamos County Landfill) and 3-017(c)
(septlic system east of the southeast corner of former TA-3-
271), now listed as TA-61-271. These two SWMU’s are listed
in HSWA module of the Laboratory’s operating permit and are
slated for corrective action. The SWMUs will be
characterized and remediated (if appropriate) as part of the
DOE’s Environmental Restoration (ER) Program. These SWMU’s,
which are listed in the HSWA permit, must follow the
regulatory requirements specified by the permit for
corrective action or interim action. EPA is the
Adminigtrative Authority and approves of corrective actions
and interim actions.

The current issue is that intrusion activities conducted at a
SWMU resulting in "placement", which could be interpreted to
be a violaticn of RCRA, could result in potential criminal
and civil liabilities. The ER Program Cffice, through the
DOE Los Alamos Area Office (LAAO), has written a letter
requesting clarification on the "placement! issue and a
variance on this regquirement from EPA based on similar
circumstances addressed under provisions of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) . The request, as of this week, is still pending a
response from EPA. If we are granted a variance based on our
letter we may be able to proceed with propesed construction
activities without impacting the provisions of our permit.
However, based on conversations between the ER Program office
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and EPA on May 31, 1990 it appears there will not be an
immedliate response.

The ER Program Office established an institutional interim
action fund to mitigate "placement" problems for ongoing
Laboratory programs. However, available funding is limited
and the Laboratory’s ER Program Cffice has also been
instructed by DOE Albuquerque Operations Office that once the
fund 1s depleted the originator of an action associated with
a listed SWMU will be considered the waste generator and will
have to pay for institutional interim action to be conducted
at the impacted SWMU. The cost associated with an
institutional interim action can be significant depending on
scope of the project and associated SWMU.

It is the position of the ER Program Office not to halt any
proposed project. However, it is our responsibility to
inform the project manager of the potential impacts,
liabilities, and cost associated with proceeding with a
project in an area ldentified as a SWMU with applicable RCRA
requirements.

1f the ER Program Office staff may be of further assistance
or information do not hesitate to call at 5-4557. Thank you.
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Sam Montoya, HSE-DO, MS K491 April 10, 1990

Tom Gunderson, Acting Program Dir.

Roger W. Ferenbaugh, Project Leader "™ HSE-DO/ER:90-76

TRANSFER OF¥ ER PROGRAM FUNDE TO HBE-7 and HBE-8

The Environmental Restoration Program Office authorizes the
transfer of Environmental Restoration Program funds (Cost
Center 5752, Program M212, Task AL~LA-57) in the amounts of
$15,500 to HSE-7 (5707) and $5,200 to HSE-8 (5708) to cover
remedial activity associated with PCB contamination at ER
Program sites during the first quarter of FY90.
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