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CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

WARNING LETTER 

Mr. Harold Valencia 
Los Alamos National Lab 
Post Office Box 1663 MS K490 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

Re: Los Alamos National Lab 
EPA I.D. No. NM 0890001515 

Dear Mr. Valencia: 

This Warning Letter is issued under the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as 
amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA), 
42 U.S.C. §6928, as further amended by the Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Amendments of 1984 (HSWA). This notice is issued consistent with 
Executive Order 12088 Federal Compliance With Pollution Control 
Standards. 

During the August 8-12, 1988 inspection of Los Alamos National Lab, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, potential violations pertaining to the RCRA land 
disposal restrictions were noted. The regulations which set out the 
prohibitions on management of restricted wastes are being promulgated in 
phases. These regulations can be found at 40 CFR Part 268 and revisions 
to Parts 260-265 and 270. 

The State of New Mexico is authorized by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to conduct a hazardous waste program under Section 3006 of 
RCRA, 42 U.S.C. §6926. However, the authorized State program does not 
include the provisions of HSWA, Public Law No. 98-616., 98 Stat. 3221 (1984), 
and regulations promulgated thereunder. Therefore, EPA implements and 
enforces those regulations which are promulgated pursuant to HSWA, including 
the land disposal restrictions. 

I. Waste Analysis Plan 

A. EPA believes that Section §265.13, which was revised to include 
prov1s1ons for Part 268, has been violated. Section §265.13 
states, in part (emphasis added): 
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(b) 6) Where applicable, the methods ~hich will be used to 
uee the additional WJste analysis requirements for specifiL 
waste managernt:nt m2thods as specified in : 265.13, 265.225, 
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of ti1is chapU;;'. 

LL. The \'!astc~ anil·lysis p"ian ri:!viev.:cd at the t·irne of tite inspect·ion 
filned to inc·ludt: tiH:~ California l1st 'dastes. 

r 
~·. Tile was·ce ana1ys·is plan must be? revis0:d to inc·lude the 40 CFR 

:26(3.7 testi;lg and certificat·ion requirements. The amended 
plct>l must ·include eith("~r: 

(1) (a) Pruvisions for testing the waste, or an extract, developed 
using the test methud described in Appendix I to Part 268-
Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedur2 (TCLP); and 

(0) provisions for testing and analysis which provide sufficient 
1nformation to determine the following: 

(i) Presence of California List and/or the 
F-Solvent (FOOl-FOOS) \hlSt2s Le.~ •• pai~t 
strilJpc:r viaste contaiiJit,g metl1ylen~ 
chloride (F002)]; 

(·i·Jj appl1cab-12 treatr:Jent standards for' vJastes 
wh1ch contain the California List and/or 
t:"1P F -So 1 vc:nt s; and 

( i i"i) quuh fi r:a"ti on of ~vast1:: for exte;1s ion of 
the effective date; 

ur 

(2) I\ statement V·lrl"ich says that the facility \-'Jill, by "!movdedge 
<Jf ~tJast(~", cons ·j de! I" all ~~ener'ated, treated, and stor2d wastes 
vvhich conta1n "dle Cal1fornia Lists and/or tile F-So1vents, t0 
exceed the treatment standards, and will attach the proper 
notification to the 111anifest dS specifled in 4·0 CFH !268.?(a)(J). 

PA r2quires adh2renc2 to the regulations found in 40 ~FR ;268. If you 
ave not a·lready done so, you must take 1mmediate remedial action to 
mplement the 40 CFR _:265 and _,268 requirements. You must submit, vvithin 

thirty (30) days of receipt uf this letter, documentation, and a description 
of the actions you have taken to correct the violations noted above, and to 
implement the regu-lations of 40 CFR 265 and ::~68. Fai I ure to comply \nth 
the ,~equirements of this Harning Lettel' mcty resuH in esca·latf:d anion at 
U1i s facility. 
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If you have any questions regarding this Warn1ng Letter, please contact Laurie Pharn, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VI (6H-CE), 1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75202-2733, (214) 655-6775. 
Sincerely yours, 

~~I.b M, . .!)~J.v: ......... 

Allyn 1v1. Davis 
Director 
Hazardous Waste Management Division (6H) 

cc: y'Mr. Boyd Ham1l ton, Program f•lanager 
Hazardous Waste Sect1on 
Environmental Improvement Div1s1on 
New Mexico Health and Environment Department 


