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FROM: Coby Muckelroy
SUBJECT : LANL Complaint

In response to a complaint received on October 5§, 1989, Boyd
Hamilton and T went up to Tos Alamos National Laboratory (LANIL)
on October 12, 1989 to investigate the matter. The complaint,
from an anonymous source, alleged that LANL was burying barrels
of hazardous and/or radiocactive waste behind a building called
the Antaries Building at TA-35. The complainant describes the
burial as taking place on the canyon wall slope just behind the
building. Such an activity would be unauthorized disposal. The
complainant also stated that a crane is being used to move the
barrels and bury them. The complainant alleges that DOE is
scheduled to do an audit and that upper LANIL management does not
want DOE auditors to know about the barrels. The barrels are
reportedly unmarked, but have red paint on them. This activity
has allegedly occurred for about one week. The complainant,
wishing to remain anonymous for job security, is concerned about
the barrels and their contents washing down the canyon. The
complainant stated that the normal disposal area for this type of
waste is TA-54.

Boyd and T arrived at the DOE area office at 8:30 a.m. and met

with DOE representatives Paul Schumann and Rudy Valdez. We
briefed them on the reason for our visit. Paul, Boyd, and I then
met with LANL representatives Ken Hargis, Anthony Drypolcher, and
Alice Barr to go out to the site. We first took a guick drive-by
look at the TA-35-85 surface impoundment, which is currently
undergoing closure. We then arrived at TA-35-125 at 9:35 a.m.,
and drove to the Antaries Building. The TA-35-125 surface

impoundment, on the soutb side of the building approximately 80-
100 feet away, is currently undergoing closure activities, which
began in July 1989. The closure activities, as explained by
Anthony DNDrypolcher, consist of removing contaminated soil from
the surface impoundment and loading the soil into 55-gallon drums
and storing them on pallets on the opposite side of the

building.
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The closure of this site 12 heing andertaken to vewmove
cantaminatead so0il from the inactive surface impoundment because
it was previovsly used ta contain insulating ofl snilts and floor
cleaning rinsate from Building 195, Samples of the €01l were
Found  to contsin halogenated solvent constituaents, thos cavs b

the site to reguire closure under RORA.

During our inspection of the site, three men were working to €417
drums with contaminatesd soil. The crane mentioned by fhe
complainant was being used to excavate the aoil and dump it into
the druams . When the drums= asre full the crane is then used to
Tift them out of the itmpoundment . At the time of our dospection,
eight empty droms were in rhe hole to he filled with sail.  The
devnth of excavation at the present time appesred to be beiweer
Fifteaen and twenty feet. Apoproximnately one hundred feet un the
BiGY on the west tde of the buniidiug are two o three handred
ampty drums being stored for possible future use. Many of these
Grums bad red spotes painted on their tops. None of  the AN
starff with us knew why some had these spots painted on them
Presumably, tThese ave the red painted deums to which the
complainant was referring. Anpraximataly 180-200 full drums of
contaminated soil and clothing are being stored ousite for
offtgite disposal. Thesa tull drums are labhelled as hazardoos
waste asolid with FPA codess FOO03 oy FOO2,TOGH. ATT of The drims

onsarved ware labelled with Septenber 1989 accumulation start

<

A

e teea Boyd was tald by Anthony Drvpolacher that the Firest
shipment of these drums s schedoled to go ta Rollios
Environmental Sevvices 1o Deer Park, Texas in the next conple of
Jayes . None of the driws observed had dates in excess of thierty
davas ot storacdge .

Upon inspecting the aite, it is apparent that the complainant
mizunderstood the activities being conducied st the TA-35-125
surface dmpovindment A suant observeation of the olosnre
activitias could be nmisinterpreted as a burial rather than an
exeavsTion nroject Boyd nor 1 ohsevved any activities which
appaared o consist of ongite burial of any materiszl. Since the
complainant wished to remain anonvmnous to all parties, he canno

;.

1
e contactad for briefing or ta gather anv additionsi

intormat ion.

LAWY, stafti stated that closure of the sorvface
ot e Boyv:l and T remindsed them that the closure will he
subiect to HID approval beosed on the olosure o lan.

i

impovundment will
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