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New Mexico Health and Environment Department 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

DATE: October 16, 1989 

TO: F.i.le 

FROM: Coby Muckelroy 

SUB.TECT: LANL Complatnt 

GARREY CARRUTHERS 
Governor 

DENNIS BOYD 
Secretary 

MICHAEL ..J. BURKHART 
Deputy Secretary 

RICHARD MITZELFEL T 
Director 

Tn response to a complaint recP.ived on October 5, 1989, Boyd 
Hami.lton and I went up to Los Alamos Nationn.l Laboratory (LANL) 
on October 12, 1989 to investigate the matter. The complaint, 
from an anonymous source, alleged that LANL wns burying barrels 
of hazardous and/or radioactive waste behind a building caLled 
the Antartes Bu.ilding at TA-35. The complainant describes the 
burial as taking place on the canyon waJl slope just behind the 
bu.ild.ing. Such an activ.ity would be unauthorized disposal. The 
complainant also stated that a crane is being used to move the 
barre.ls and bury them. The complainant alleges that DOE .is 
sched11led to do an audit and that upper LANL management does not 
want DOE and.i. tors to know about the barrels. The barrels are 
reportedly unmarked, but have red paint on them. This activ]ty 
has allegedly occurred for about one week. The compla.i.nant, 
wishing to remain anonymous for job security, is concerned about 
the barrels and their contents washing down the canyon. The 
complainant stated that the normal disposal area for this type of 
waste is TA-54. 

Boyd and I arrived at the DOE area office at 8:30 a.m. and met 
with DOE representatives PauJ Schumann and Rudy Valdez. We 
briefed them on the reason for our visit. Paul, Boyd, and I then 
met with LANL representatives Ken Hargis, Anthony Drypolcher, and 
Alice Barr to go out to the site. We first took a quick drive-by 
look at the TA-35-85 surface impoundment, which is currently 
undergoing closure. We then arrived at TA-35-125 at 9:35 a.m ... 
and drove to the Antaries Building. The TA-35-125 surface 
impoundment, on the south side of the building approximately 80-
100 feet away, is currently undergoing closure activities, which 
began in July 1989. The closure activ.ities, as exp.la.ined by 
Anthony Drypolcher, consist of removing contaminated soiJ from 
the surfa~e .impoundment and loading the soil into 55-gallon drums 
<'3.nd storing them on pa.J lets on the opposite side of the 
bui.Jding. 
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