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OCCURRENCE REPORT
Waste Management '

(Name of Paaility)
Nuclanr Waste Oporationalnieposal

------------------- b.hﬂ&.—.n----u—-----’q-------------—--—-u—.--'-—no-n——

(Facility Function)
Los Alamos National Laboratory / Los Alamos National Laboratory

----------------- ‘~-¢u.--..m-—-—---------—------—-----——q-----—-

(Name of Lsboratory, Bite or Organiszation)

Name: ELLIOTT, ALVERTON A :
Titles OCCURR!NCE REPORT SECTION LEADER . = Telephone No.: (508)663-0033

------------------------------- n-.--------n.n-oI-—————-—-——------——-—--u - - -

(Facility Manager/Designee)
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Name: Franco Sisneros
Title: Occurrence Investigator + Telephone No.: (505)865-2033

------------------------- ‘h‘...n-.’!"-‘----—-------—w--------——--------&ﬂ-

(Originator)
Name: Alverton A. Blliott Date: 26/10/1994

------------- .F--"'.--.----‘—--------.—-------*—&u-..nnﬂnh——-p-------—_-----

(Authorized Classifier (AC))
1. OCCURRENCE REPORT NUMBER: ALO- LA LANL-WASTEMGT-1994-0001
Precautionary Evacuation Due to Unexpected Release During Cylinder
- Tranafer Process

2. REPORT TYPE AND DATH. " Date . Time

[ ] Notification - 08/10/1994 1728 MIZ
[X] l¢ Day 06/10/1994 1733 MT2
[ ] 10 Day Update

{ ] Pinal

3. OCCURRENCE CATEGORY:
{ ]| Emergency [ 1 Unusual [X] Off-Normgl [ ] Cancelled

4. DIVISION OR PROJBCT- Waste Management (C8T-7)

2. DOB PROGRAM OFFICE:
EM - Bnvironmental Restoration & Waste Management

6. SYBTEM, BLDG., OR BQUIPMENT,
Technical Area-«54, Area L and Area O

7. UCNI?: No @. PLANT AREA: TA-5¢, Areas L & G

9. DATE AND TIMB DISCOVERED: 10, DATE AND TIME CATHBGORIZED:
?6/10/1994¢ 0832 (MT2) 06/10/1994 0850 (MT3)
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11, DOE NOTIFICATION,

12. OTERR NOTIFICATIONS, :
06/10/1994 1430 (MTZ) John Tinkowys: NMED

13. BUBJECT OR TITLE OF OCCURRBNCE:
Precsutionary Bvacuation Due to Unexpected Release During Cylinder
Transfer Process o
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14. NATURE OF OCCURRINCE:
01l) Facility Condition
I. Operatiocnal Occurrence

hed Al R A de L R L L R R L L L Ty " L R 2 L B A 3 L L X L F B F 3 ¥ PRy g

15. DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE.
On June 18, 1994, at approximately @832 hours, Technical Area-
54, Area L and Area § were evacuated am a precautionary
measure. An evacuation was ordered for both areas immediataly
following an unexpscted reaction of an undstermined gam during
the cylinder transfer process.

This aoctivity initially started on June 9, 1994, with this
-particular cylinder in which sub-contracted technicians wers
conducting the final phase of the transfer process, which
involves cutting the cylinder in preparation for proper
disposal. The technician cutting the ¢ylinder, observed a
bluish white fume cloud forih from the cylinder, and in
accordance to procedure subberged the cylindsr in a tub of
water. Once the c¢ylinder was submerged the reaction
continued. The technicians wore appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE). At that time &n evacuation of the
immediate area was crdered by the subcontractor and an
oMergency acrubber was activated overnight to pull air
contente through the scrubber in accerdance to procedurs.

During start up on June 12, 1994 the technicians noticed that
the dome was clear and procesded to antéer the dome to survey
the contamination. While moving the tub of water (containing
the partially cut cylinder) the techniciana noticed that
another reaction commenced. It was at that time, as a
conmervative approach, a precsutionary evacuation was directed
by site Bafery Officer becauss the reaction of tha contents of
the cylinder with the water produced light wiapy vapors that

. could be seen at the top vent in the dome.

Because eatablished procedures are in place for this astivity,
and the precautionary svacuationaz were apprepriately

. responsive, the decision was made to report this incident a=
off-normal.

John Kelly, (505) 667-7579, ia the accountable Facllity

Manager and has approved this report. The name appearing as

Facility Manager on page one of this report is for data
_transmittal only. An approval signature 1is on f£ile with the
- Oeeurrence Investigation Group. K
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i6. OPBRATING CONDITIONS OF PACILITY AT TIME OF OCCURRENCE,
Cylinder transfer process
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17. ACTIVITY CATEGORY:
Normal Operations
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18. IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TAKEN AND RESULTS:
Both evacuations were appropriate in aceerdance to procedure
for both inoidents. The Bmergency Management Office was
notified and responded. BSamples wers taken from the water and
vaper and results have net been received at this time. The
cylinder was taken to the Chemistry & Metallurgy Research
{CMR) facility for gas analyses. '

A critique was held at 1500 hours on June 10, 1594 with

- reprasentatives from DOR/LAAO, Waste Management Group, EMLR,
Meteorology/Disperaion Analysis Seclivii, and vhe CCcurrenoe
- Investigation Group (ESH-7)..

The New Mexico Environment Department wae given a courtesy
notification on June 10, 1994, by Environmental Protection
(BEH-8) .

19, DIRECT CAUSR.

20, CONTRIBUTING CAUBE(S8):

21. ROOT CAUSE:

------------ .ﬂ‘..--.--‘..‘Q’%‘-R-n----—-'-------b-—w—---------h--—q—-----

22. DERCRIPTION OF Causm:

23. BVALUATION: (By Facility Manager/Designes)
‘B8K~7 Comment .
- This 10-Day repert is submitted to correctly identify the DOB
HQ program office as BM not DP.
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25, CORRBCTIVE ACTIONS:
(* = Date added/revised since final report was signed off)

27. PROGRAMMATIC IMPACT.
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28. IMPACT UPON CODES AND STANDARDS:
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29. FINAL BVALUATION AND LESS8ONS LEARNED.
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30. BIMILAR OCCURRENCR REPORT NUMBAERS:

31 DOR FACILITY RIPRIBENTATIVE INPUT.
Bntered by, g Date,

32. DOE PROGRAH HANAGIR INPUT:
Entered by: Date:



