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M E M 0 R A N D U M: 
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MARK E. WEIDLER 
SECRETARY 

EDGAR T. THORNTON, III 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

SUBJECT: Meeting with LANL concerning disposal of circuit boards 
at TA 54 Area J. 

On March 1, 1995, Chuck Hules of Solid Waste Bureau and I met with 
Jody Plum and Tony Grieggs of LANL and Teresa Sena of DOE 
Albuquerque Operations Office concerning possible disposal of 
hazardous waste at Area J shaft #2 and pit #4, which are not 
authorized for hazardous waste disposal. This situation was 
discovered during an internal audit earlier this year, and this 
meeting was held so that LANL could make a preliminary report of 
the matter. 

Up to this point LANL believes that printed circuit boards were 
disposed in the shaft and pit over a number of years, probably 
since 1990, without considering the possility that they fail the 
TCLP for metals, particularly lead. The estimate so far is that 
circuit boards make up about 8% of the total quantity of waste in 
shaft #2, but that no estimate has yet been made for the quantity 
in pit #4. However, based on the research and investigation done 
so far, LANL officials estimate that less the three cubic yards of 
potentially hazardous waste has been disposed of in these units. 

At this point LANL is proposing to leave the waste in place due to 
what they consider to be zero hazard to human health and the 
environment. Currently, these units are permitted as disposal 
units by Solid Waste Bureau. LANL officials also maintain that 
exhumation is not only unnecessary but also a worker safety hazard 
and security problem since much if not most of the waste is 
classified. 
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I requested that LANL provide the following by the end of March 
1995: 

Dates of disposal 
Quantities disposed in each unit 
Specific locations of disposal 
Groundwater information for the subsurface of the units 
Analytical results of samples of the wastes suspected as 

hazardous 

Once this information is reported, Chuck Hules and I will review 
it and determine what further discussion and actions, if any, will 
be required to resolve the matter. 


