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Dear Mr. Garcia: 

Subject: Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) Compliance Order 94-09 
Fourth Quarterly Report, 1998 

The purpose of this letter is to submit the Department ofEnergy/LANL Fourth Quarterly 
Report (1998) required by the Amended Stipulation regarding applicability and scope of, and 
time frames provided in, Ordered Action No. 23 of Compliance Order NMHW A 94-09. 

As discussed in previous reports, efforts since 1994 resulted in proper disposition of 643 of 
the 644 gas cylinders originally subject to the Amended Stipulation. The final cylinder, 
number C92030490, presented some difficulty as LANL was unable to identify its final 
disposition. As described in the Fourth Quarterly Report, LANL was able to trace this 
cylinder to an offsite shipment made in 1995. The paperwork suggests that the same 
cylinder was listed in the Environmental Management-Solid Waste Operations (EM-SWO) 
computer database under two separate identification numbers. 

LANL has determined that this cylinder is no longer onsite and that it has been sent to an 
appropriate offsite facility. Efforts undertaken to locate this cylinder and to confirm its 
offsite disposition are described in the enclosed report. LANL's RCRA attorney will contact 
New Mexico Environment Department's legal counsel in order to arrive at a mutually 
acceptable method for termination of the Amended Stipulation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (505) 665-5027 or Jody Plum at 
(505) 665-5042. 
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Enclosure 

cc: 
See page 2 

Sincerely, 
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Joseph C. Vozella 
Assistant Area Manager 
Office of Environment 
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Benito Garcia 

cc w/enclosure: 
John Tymkowych 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044 Galisteo St, Building A 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
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Fourth Quarterly Report- 1998 for Amended Stipulation 



FOURTH QUARTERLY REPORT (1998) IN RESPONSE TO AMENDED STIPULATION 

The following discussion (with tables) provides information required by the Stipulation Re.gprding 
Applicability and Scope of and Timejrames Provided in, Ordered Action No. 23, dated December 7, 
1994, as amended by the Amended Stipulation, dated May 23, 1995, and executed by the New Mexico 
Environment Department, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), and the Regents of the University of 
California. Updated copies of applicable tables are provided for review. 

List of Tables: 

Table I - Cylinders Shipped Offsite to Date 
Table 2 - Cylinders Pending Shipment 
Table 3 - Cylinders Confirmed to be Radioactive 
Table 4 - Gas Cylinders Requiring Further Radioactivity Characterization 
Table 5 - Problematic Cylinders 
Table 6- Non-Hazardous Waste Cylinders 

Concerning Table 4: 

In the past, cylinder number C92030490 has posed some difficulty in that it's final disposition could not 
be identified. Previous efforts to locate the cylinder included physical searches and review of database 
information. More recent efforts to trace and establish the location of the cylinder during the third and 
fourth quarters of 1998 have convinced us that the cylinder was shipped offsite in 1995 under a different 
cylinder number. The information below provides a summary ofLANL's efforts to locate cylinder 
C92030490. 

• AreaL at TA-54 and the Chemical and Metallurgical Research Facility (CMR) were thoroughly 
inspected for the cylinder in question. These two facilities are the only locations where the 
cylinder might have been stored. 

• A search was conducted of the Environmental Management-Solid Waste Operation (EM-SWO) 
computer database for information related to cylinder 92030490 and for information on 
management of other cylinders of Boron Trifluoride. 

• A search of EM-SWO records was conducted for information concerning cylinders C92030490 
and C95049936 (i.e., Department of Transportation shipping papers, Chemical Waste Disposal 
Request paperwork, Waste Profile Form paperwork, etc.). 

Based on information uncovered as a result of these efforts, LANL believes that the cylinder in question 
(C92030490) was shipped for recycle under a different cylinder number (C95049936) to MG Industries 
in Fairless Hills, PA on October 26, I 995. Past confusion over the disposition of this cylinder was due 
to the fact that the cylinder number was apparently changed between the time it was received at TA-547 

AreaL (in 1990) and the time it was shipped offsite (1995). LANL believes that the cylinder number 
was changed during a series of gas cylinder characterization projects conducted at the Laboratory 
between 1992 and 1995. After analysis, cylinders were shipped back to TA-54 for final management 
and disposition. 

In summary, based on the information included in the Fourth Quarterly Report (1998), we conclude that 
all 644 gas cylinders identified in the Amended Stipulation have been properly dispositioned. 
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