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REPORT FOR THE PILOT INVESTIGATION OF THE BUCKMAN WELL 
FIELD PIEZOMETERS 
EPA ID#NM0890010515 
HWB-LANL-12-028 

Dear Messrs Maggiore and Graham: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the United States 
Department ofEnergy (DOE) and Los Alamos National Security, L.L.C.'s (collectively, 
the Permittees) document entitledReportfor the Pilot Investigation ofthe Buckman Well 
Field Piezometers (Report) dated May 2012 and referenced by EP2012-0090. The 
Report was received on April27, 2012. NMED has reviewed the Report, and hereby 
issues this approval with modification. 

As stated in the Report, the Permittees recommend sampling the Buckman Well Field 
piezometers SF-3A and SF-4A on a triennial basis for contaminant monitoring purposes. 
The Permittees' proposed triennial sampling frequency for the piezometers is not 
protective of groundwater with respect to detecting the early arrival of contamination 
(e.g., hexavalent chromium) sourced from Los Alamos National Laboratory. Therefore, 
the Permittees must collect samples at piezometers SF-3A and SF-4A on an annual basis 
until directed otherwise. As recommended, samples must be analyzed for chromium, 
nitrate, perchlorate, and tritium. Since tritium is an important indicator of contaminant 
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migration, tritium samples must be analyzed using an appropriate method that will detect 
tritium at activities at or near 1 pCi/L. Analytical detection limits for perchlorate must be 
at or near 0.5 ug!L. 

Please contact Michael Dale at ( 505) 661-2673 if you have questions. 
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