
OCT 1 3 1987 

Nr. Jacl< E11 vi nger, Acting Program t-1anager 
Hazardous Waste Section 
Groundwater Improvement Division 
New Nexico Health and Environment Department 
P.O. Box 968 
Santa Fe, New t~ex i co 87504·0Y~i.----... 

On July 16, 1987, EPA conducted a lead Compliance Evaluation Inspection 
at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. Possible violations found at this facility 
include: 

1. Waste Safety Kleen solvents have b~n transported off-site without 
a manifest. 

40 CFR §262.20(a} M4EIO Section 203.A.l.a. 
Inspection Narrative pg. 2 (C1ass II) 

2. A drum in the satellite accumulation area at technical area (TA)-3-39 
was open. 

40 CfR ~65.173(a) NN£10 Section 206.C.4.d. 
Generators Checklist pg. 6 (Class II) 

3. Containers in the various satellite accumulation areas were not 
properly marked as "Hazardous Waste". 

40 CFR §262.34(c}(l) tiMEID Section 204.B.3.a. 
Generators Check H st pg. 6 (Class II) 

4. The contingency plan has not been updated to reflect current names 
and phon~ numbers of emergency contacts. 

40 CFR j265.52{d) NP.EID Section 206.8.10.g. 
Trea.tment, Storage~ p~. 6 (Class 11) 
Disposal Checklist 
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5. Waste analyses for wast£!s not praviously burned in the thermal 
treatment unit is not documented in the operati119 record. 

40 CFR :.;·265.73(b){3) Ni"1EID Section 203.C.2.c.3 • 
• 375 206.C.ll.c. 

Thermal Treatment 
Checklist 

pg. 1 (C1ass II) 

6. The operating record does not reflect the following for the Area-P 
1 andfi 11: 

a) A map sho~1ing exact location and dfmensions of each cell. 
b) Contents of each cell and approximate location of each t:aste 

type w·l thin each ce 11. 

40 CFR §265.309 ~~EID Section 206.C.9.c.(l)(2) 
· Landfi 11 Checklist pg. 1 {Class II) 

7. The facility does not have a groundwater monitoring system in p·lace 
for the Area-P landfill or the Technical Area-16 lagoon. 

40 CFR §265.90{a)(b} Nf4EID Section 206.C.l.a .. {l) 
Groundwater Monitoring pg. 1 (CI ass I) 

Checklist 

8. The facility has not developed an outl"lne of a groundwater quality 
assessment program. 

40 CFR §265.93(a) NMEIO Section 206.C.l.d.{l) 
Groundwater Monitoring pg. 1 (Class I) 

Check1 i st 

Based on the nature of the violations listed above~ EPA would foll0\'1 the 
Federal Facilities Compliance Program for resolution. Should you have any 
questions or con1llents. please fee 1 free to contact i~att Tokheim at {214) 
655-6775. 

The following possible violations were noted during the RCRA land 
restriction inspection at the facility: 

1) The generator did not provide proper notification including EPA 
waste numer, treatment standard, manifest number,. and waste 
analysis data to the treatment facility for shipment of restricted 
F-solvent waste. 

40 CFR §268.7(a)(l) -Land Restriction Generators Checklist - pg. 1 



3 

2) The facilities waste analyses plan bas not been revised to cover 
40 CFR Part 268 requirements. 

40 CFR §265.13 - TSOF Checklist - pg. 1 
3) Containers used for storage of F-solvent wastes are n~t marked and 

dated upon entering storage. 

40 CFR §268.50(A)(2) - TSDF Checklist - pg. l 

4) Listed F-spent solvents are generated in the production of explos1ves 
in Building 340 of Technical Area-16. Waste solvents are.driven off 
the process vesse 1 and are co 11 ected in a separate conta·i ner. Spent 
so 1 vents are then diluted with water as they are dumped down the drain 
which is routed directly to an outfall into a canyon. This outfall· 
is NPOES permitted. 

40 CFR §265.3 - Inspectors Narrative - pg. 2 

The violations noted above during the land reitr1ction inspection will be 
addressed by EPA. 

In addition to the above possible violations. the following areas of 
concern were noted: 

o The facility's Part 5 indicates a maximum of 300 drums can be stored 
·fn the container storage area. Over 900 drums were observed here during 
the inspection. Los Alamos must update their Part B to reflect this 
and make a demonstration according to 40 CFR 270.1S{a)(3) for containment. 

o In the facilities notification of hazardous waste activities, Los Alamos 
included all hazardous wastes found-in 40 CFR Part 261. The facility 
must revise the notification to accurately reflect the hazardous waste 
generated at the facility in accordance with 40 CFR §270.13{1}(j). 

o Groundwater monitoring wells were to be installed for Area-P during the 
week of July 20. 1987. 

bee: B. Bisor {6H-CE) 
o. Peters (6E-SH) /"' 
E. Allen (6H-CT) V 
B. Honker (6H.CP) 
G. Reiter (6H·HO} 
8. Parr (6H-HS) 
D. Ascenzi (6H-HA) 

Sincerely yours, 

William H. Taylor, Jr., Chief 
Enforcement Section 


