
Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations 
Los Alamos Area Office 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

JUN 3 0 1989 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Charles Faultry 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region VI 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Faultry: 

Reference is made to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit ~NM0028355, Notice of Deficiency (NOD). 

A copy of the signed NOD regarding the compliance inspection performed 
June 15, 1989, is enclosed. The following information is offered as 
supporting evidence that the corrections have been made. 

As of June 15, 1989, the chemical analyses performed in support of NPDES 
Permit #NM0028355 for the Total Suspended Solids (TSS) parameter, are 
performed according to the methodology described in the 16th edition of 
"Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater", vis a vis 
the 15th edition. Therefore, the new procedure for obtaining a constant 
weight has been implemented. The temperature of the drying oven located 
in the Laboratory at Technical Area (TA) 50, Building 1 will be maintained 
at 105 degrees centigrade and the temperature recorded at the time of 
analyses. A new thermometer has been ordered and will be calibrated to a 
National Bureau of Standards' thermometer. 

Additional improvements have been implemented regarding the TSS analyses, 
including: constant weights will be recorded; adequate desiccators will 
be utilized; filter papers will not be stock-piled, and blank TSS analyses 
will be performed at least once per ten analyses. 

As of June 15, 1989, analytical records for the industrial outfalls 
referenced in NPDES Permit #NM0028355 now include analytical times (time 
when analysis was begun). In addition, per your suggestion, analytical 
standards are dated to assure proper quality assurance and control. 
Lastly, the typographical error on the method number for analysis of iron 
has been corrected to reflect method 236. 

We appreciated the thoroughness of your compliance inspection and trust 
that correction of the deficiencies and implementation of your suggested 
improvements will enhance our NPDES compliance program. 
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Mr. Charles Faultry 2 

Should you have any questions regarding this response, please call 
James Phoenix of my staff at (FTS) 843-5288. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Harold E. Valencia 
Area Manager 

Enclosure 

cc w/enclosure: 
K. Sisneros, NMEID, Santa Fe, NM 
J. Higland, USEPA, Region VI, Dallas, TX 

LTP:JAP:0197 
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