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Richard Mitzelfelt, Director, N.M. E.I.D., 4
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As a citizen of New Mexico,concerned with the E.I.D.'s issuing of a hazar-
dous waste permit to Los Alamos National Laboratory on Nov. 8,1989, I would
like to thank you for sending me your package of information . I appreciate
this gesture and found it informative. However, I would like to appeal the
decision to issue the above permit to L.A.N.L. (in accordance with HWMR-5).
This is a petition for review=~after reviewing the information sent from
the E.I.D., I feel several issues have not been sufficiently addressed with
regard to public health and saftey as well as regulations of the chemical

waste burning.

My specific concerns remain- mainly the fact that the E.P.A. cannot
regulate mixed wastes or radioactive wastes. I realize the mixed waste issue
is forthcoming, however, I feelthat the standards for the chemical waste
incineration are not strict enough, and I'm not convinced there won't be
mixed wastes being burned - in fact, you admit to such burning‘at L.A.N.L. for
the past 9 years.

Also, the fact that the D.O.E. has the authority to regulate it's radoi-
active wastes is very unsettling. Since you have an Independent Defense
Nuctear Facilities Safety Board , I do not see the necessity of the D.O.E.
regulating itself. I find that appalling, and frightening. The D.0.E. has
been found negligent in many cases where public health and safety are con-
cerned in defense facilities across the U.S. If the E.I.D. is entrusted with
concerns for the health of the public and the environment{they are inter-
connected), they would move to abolish the D.O.E. self-regulation of radio-
active wastes, and set up an independent safety and regulating board. Until
the E.I.D. takes a more aggressive approach in protecting the health and
environment of New Mexico citizensy they are failing in their role.

In vour Response to comments on the Draft Hazardous Waste Permit for
L.A.N.L., yvou mentioned in #35- "the E.I.D. can only enforce the laws and

the public must contact the appropriate public ofgicials, since

it cannot write laws or promulgate regulations. " In New Mexico, it is gen—

erally the E.I.B. which promulgates regulations. Therefore, I am requesting
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thattthe E.I.B. consider this matter.

I also express concern that a recent E.I.S. has not been done. You state
in # 20 of the response comments that the most recent E.I.S. is dated 1973.
I realize that an E.I.S. is not required when issuing a RCRA permit( EPA
530-SW-88-018). However, using such a dated E.I.S. by the D.0.E. raises
great concern. After sixteen years, sureif:much more current E.I.S. is called
for.

Thank You for your time,

Sincerely,
Joan Berde

Box 15, Llano,N.M.
87543
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