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Attached for your information is a copy of our press release regarding

9¢0S1

the permit appeal. We received authorization to proceed from our AL
office late Monday, and are filing the formal petition for a limited
review of the record to the EIB sometime this afterncon. 1 will forward
a courtesy copy as soon as | can; note that only the issues we discussed
last Wednesday are being raised. We are not requesting a hearing nor

introducing new evidence,

Please be aware that DOE and LANL staffs are visiting the Congressional
staffs and media offices today to provide copies of this information; there-
fore it is possible you may receive independent inquiries from the press or

others.
—7f2i' I wish to continue our discussions regarding monitoring alternatives soon
AafFtAar thn WATd 4 Y N L T I
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YOBR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 20, 1989

DOR REQUESTS LIMITED REVIEW OF LANL WASTE MANAGEMENT PERMIT

6 The U, 8. Department of Eaergy and the University ot Calitornia, which
operates the Los Alamos Wational Laborstory, have filed sn
aduinistrative appesl with the New Mexico Bavironmentel Improvement
Board requesting review of & limited section of the Hezardous Waste
Facility Permit issued by the Stete Envircnmental Ymprovement Division
to the Laboratory on Noveaber 20,

o The hazardous Waste Facility Permit is about 400 pages long and
governs all espects of hazardous vaste storage snd traatment at the
lab. The portion requested to be revieved involves thres provisione
concerning redicactive waste. The EIB is not being asked to review

any other portions of the documsnt which bave been accaptead by the DOE
and University of Califoreis,

o At issus is the Nev Mexico Eavironmentel Improvement Division's
authority to tegulate radioactive waste and set certain standarde for
categorizing such vaste and monitoring radiocactive emissions from the
controlled air {ncinerator at Los Alemos National Lsboratory.

o The Atomic Energy Act mandates thet the DOE regulate epacified

radioactive materials and wastes gensrated by federsl defense
facilirien.

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDINGC THE APPEAL TO THE STATE ENVIRORMENTAL
IMPROVIMENT DOARD, OONTAQT DOE COUNSEL JOYCR LARSERR, S08/667-4667.

o The DOE snd University of California share the concern of the public
and the Environmentel Improvement Divieion concerning the sefe
operation of the controlled incinerator. Los Alamos scientists are
currently developing sn alternative system to the one proposed by the

EYD for monitoring radfoactive emissfions from the controlled eir
ineinerator,

© The EID system involves monitoring emissions in the exhauot stack.
The Lab's proposed system would measure redicactivity iu the exhaust
gas before 1t reaches the stack, If measurements revealsd elevated
levels of radiocactivity, the incinsrator would be temporarily shut
down aad the radicactive patticulates would be coutained in the filter
system inetead of being release into the environment.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE LAR'S PROPOSED MONITORING SYSTEM, CONTACY
LANL PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 505/667-7000 OB DOE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 505/845-6938.
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