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SURFACE WATr:q 
OUALITY BUREAU 

This letter is in recponse to your lett<'r of November 7, 1990, regarding 
the Environwental Improvenent Division's (EJD) concern thot our proposed 
b.1nitory ~.·astPwater plant (th<> f;t\C~;) is dcsignf'd to meet a daily averaee 
effluent limitotion of 1000 coloni<~o p<'r 100 mill111ters for fecal 
ct>liform. '{ou ntatP that t:he Ne1-1 Nexico ~-~<1t<'r fJUDlity regulations (the 
~QCCR) and the state watcr qt1olity manage~ent plan required an effluent 
limitation of 500 colonies per 100 millilitern. 

~e ore unaware of any oppl!cnhle UQCCN which ectabliohcc ouch o 
lirn.iti'tion. Section 2-101 cloPr. provide tllit> l1mit; however, Sfl~~uon 2-100 
expressly states that the· r<'quircm<·!ltfl of Sc·ct:!on 2-10] nholl not apply to 
a dischar~e which is oubject to a permit under the Natlnnnl PnJJutont 
Discharcc Elimination Syntem (NPDES), as thin outfall in. In addition, ~c 
are unfamiliar with the Gtate w.:;ter quality rn.-:macemcnt plan to which you 
refer; thcreforP, we cannot osscr.s its upplicotion to the Los Alamos 
r:ationnl Laboratory. Despite th:lo, you should h(' aware t·hat, .:~lthoueh th<: 
effluent limitations proposed for the SlVCS are G('t at lOOn colonies per 
!.00 ~i.!.!i !it~~r~, th~ S~!~~ i~ ~~~i~!!e~' t0 !"'0~~ ~~ ~f"fl1_1tu~!: pn!"p~~rn!" ':\f 

less than 500 colonies per 100 millilitcrn for fecal coliform. 

i\n npplication to pezmit a new outfall for the SliSC Project \JaG included 
with the Notional Pollutant Discharge Elimination SyGtem (NPDES) Permit 
Reappl i cotf on nubmit ted to the U. S. Envi.ronrnent al Protec U on Agency (EP/,) 
nnd to your office in September 1990. Enclooed i9 o copy of the draft 
cfflut>nt limHotion!l for the SWSC Project (Outfall lJS) proposed hy the 
EPA. Please advise ff there arc any applicahlc state requirements whicl1 
r:-.ay affect the effluent Umitntionn to be included in the new per1:1it. The 
U. S. Department of Enr·rgy (DOF.) nnd I.ANL have included facilities in tlw 
SWSC Project for dechlorination if such is required by the Environmental 
InprovcmPnl Dlvi~fon. 

1111111111111111111111 1111111111111 

15104 



·:: i',;:! I 

j IH J,dl·}·•lltt<', ••lil>:.l>~ d,·.) j'Jini'•,·J tfJhcd 

4111 !In' 1111• 1 ~>!IIIII ,. ·" li<> ,"J>klc·h. 
kgtlok lhndot.·ll~t· Ml··,.,·,lluv,c ;uc 

:".on H•·.1<L1Ioh· 

., 

l.~: 1., t l ,·~~~.f t~·~ t .t~l.i ~·f tla· tt·'-.·.Jtmcut: pl•u1t tpfi.:JGC 1) vl ~ lte :;~·Jf)C l"'Jojccl 

1 .. ·~ < <'['<'t n' r;ovcmbi'J: ;•o, 1990, nnd I he nmount of tl1e hid wnc found to be 
•'thin bud;.·yt. TI--P llOF. i!r:d J./,NI. pl"n to at"arcl" contrnct for COilb'.:ructiui' 
,•f !'hat:{· ' 0f t.he SW!a: Project in lntP f•ec<·r.•ber or e.1rly Jmwor·y i1• order 
<o r.1ed tl:e rPquin'"1Pnt9 of tlL Fcut•ral FaciUt•cs Compl'iance Af~H!ewent 
(FFC,\) •:i tl• the EPA. The proposed SWSC Project is due to t"' completed and 
· r: opPrnt i 011 t.y July 1992, under th<' current FFC:\. 

Tiw Df!:: and LANt ;~n- !•rcparil!g a Notice of Intent tt• Dischnrg~ for the 
pn,poced SHSC Project in <>cconlance with Section 1-201 of the N. H. llntcr 
Quality Control Commiss)on Re>gulations. This Notice of Intent \-/ill 
jnclude !nfvrMation previously submitted to your offirr in the SWSC Design 
~u~nary report and the NPDF.S Permit Rcappllcatlon. The Notice of Intent 
will also incluc'e> additional information or' ground ""ater conditions at 
LM:L and nitrate rer.:ov<'.l capabilities of tl>e treatment plant. 

Pl~ns and sprcifications for Phase J and Phase IJ of the SWSC Project ""~rP 
rrcvi<'ll~ly subndttcd to your office on l!ay 25, 1990, and October 29, 1990, 
respectively, in accorcltmcc ••ith Section 1-202 FJLINC OF PLANS MID 
SPECIFlCATIOllS, of tl:e N. }l. l/atPr Quality Control Conm1ission Rcgulationn. 

Please advise if there are any additional regulatory requirements ~hich 
coul<! iopact tl•e proposed SI-.'SC I'roject nnd could be cause for delay in 
a~grding a contract for construction of Phase I. Again, we hope to award 
a contract for construction of Phase I of t~e SWSC Project in late 
December or early January in order to meet the requirements of the FFCA. 

Purst!nnl to earlier d:i.s.::ussions, 'We understand that yon and your staff 
will bP available to m(·Pt w:ith representatives of the DOE and LANL on 
December 20, 1990, at LANL to d.;scuss th<' LANL's NPDF.S P(•rmi.t Progra!'l and 
Toxicity Management Plan, and to visit several of LAm.'s wastewater 
treatment facilities. Ve look forward to your visit and we hope it w1ll 
provJcle you crmf!dence in LAN!. cfforto to improve regulatory compljallC{' 
and to protect t!le environment throu:3h a systematic, planned approach to 
water quality. 

Please call Dr. Paul Schumann of my ntaff at 665-5027, or Mr. Steven R30 

of L.AJ~i.'s Environmental Protection Group (HSF.-8) at 665-1859, if you 
desfre any additional information concerning the SHSC Project or oth~:r 
water quality relnted activity at LANL. 

Sjncerely, 

LESH:!.SF-019 

Enclosure 

cc: 
A. Tieduan, ADO, LANJ., MS-Al20 
J. Puckett, HSE-DO, LAlli., '-IS-K491 
K. Harr;fs, HSF.-8, (HSE-8:90-1272-1), LANJ., 1-IS··K490 
S. Rae, liSE-8, LM~L, MS-1<490 
L. Le-Doux, F~,p Rranch, LAAO 


