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Mr. Jim Piatt, Acting Chicef F%EEC:EE!\/E::)

Surface Water Quality Bureau
N. M. Epvivenmental Jfmprovement Divieion

11¢0 St. Francis Drive . DEC 18 1990

Harold Runnels Building

Santa Fe, NM 87503 SURFACE WATK.q
QUALITY BUREAU

Dear Mr. FPiatt:

This letter is in responsc to your letter of November 2, 1990, regarding
the Environmental Improvement Division's (EID) concern that our proposed
sanitary wastewater plant {the SWCS) is designed to meet a daily average
effluent limitation of 1000 colonics per 100 milliliters for fecal
celiform. Vou state that the New Mexico water quality regulatiens (the
WQCCR) and the state water quality management plan required en effluent
limitation of 500 colonies per 100 milliliters.

We are unaware of any applicable WQCCR which establishes such ¢
limitation. Section 2-10) does provide this limit; however, Sectiom 2-10G0
expressly states that the requirements of Section 2-101 shall not apply to
a discharpe which is subject to a permit under the National Pollntant
Discharge Elimination System {NFDES), as this outfall is. In addition, we
are unfamiliar with the state water quality management plan to which you
refer; therefore, we cannot assess its application to the Los Alamos
National Laboratory. Despite this, you should be awvare that, although the
e{fluent limitations proposed for the SWCS are set at 1000 colonics per
100 mitlilitere, the SWCS dg decigned to meet on affluant noramater of

less than 500 colonies per 100 milliliters for fecal coliform.

An application to permit a new outfall for the SWSC Project was inciuded
with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
Reapplication submitted to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA}
and to your office in September 1990. Enclosed is a copy of the draft
effluent limitotions for the SWSC Project (Cutfall 135) proposed by the
EPA. Please advise if there are any applicable state requirements which
may affect the cffluent limitationa to be included in the new permit. The
U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) and LANL have included facilities in the
SWSC Project for dechlorination if such is required by the Environmental
Inprovement Divicion,
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st b r constrect con of the treatment plant “Phase () wi the SWSC Veojeer
wore epered Kovember 20, 1990, and the amount of the bid was found to be
within budget. The DOE arnd LANL plen to awvard a contract for construction
of Phase ! of the SWSC Project in late Decenmber or early Janvary in order
to meet the requirements of th. Federal Facilities Compliance Agreement
(FFCAY with the FPA. The proposed SWSC Project is due to bhe completed and
‘u operation by July 1992, under the current FFCA.

The DOL and LANL are rreparing a Notice of Intent o Discharge for the
proposed SWSC Project in occordance with Section 1-201 of the N. M. Vater
Guality Centrol Commission Regulations. This Notice of Intent well
include information previously submitted to your office in the SWSC Design
Yurmmary Report and the NPDES Permit Reapplication. The Notice of Intent
will also include additiopral information on ground water conditions at
LANL and nitrate removal capabilities of the treatment plant.

Plans and specifications for Phase ¥ and Phase IJ of the SWSC Project were
rrevieusly submitted to your office on May 25, 1990, and October 29, 1990,
respectively, in accordence with Section 1-202 FILING OF PLANS AND

SPECIFICATIONS, of the N. M, Water Quality Control Commission Regulations.

Please advise if there are any additional regulatory requirements which
coule impact the proposcd SWSC Froject and could be cauege for delay irm
avarding a contract for construction of Phase I. Again, we hope to award
a contract for construction of Phase T of tbe SWSC Project in late
December or early January in order to meet the rcquirements of the FFCA.

Pursvant to earlier discussions, we understand that you and your staff
will be available to meet with representatives of the DOF and LANL on
December 20, 1990, at LANL to discuss the LANL's NPDES Permit Program and
Toxicity Management Plan, and to visit several of LANL's wastewater
treatment facilities. We look forward to your visit and we hope it will
provide you confidence in LANL cfforts to improve regulatory compliance
and to protect the environment throuch a systematic, planned approach to
water quality.

Please call Pr. Paul Schumann of my gtaff at 665-5627, or Mr. Steven Rac
of LANL's Environmental Protection Group (HSE-8) at 665~18539, il you
degire any additional information concerning the SWSC Project or other
water quality related activity at LANL.

S5incerely,

Jerry L. Bellows
LESH:18F-019 Acting Area Manager

Enclosurc

c
A. Tiedman, ADO, LANL, M35-A120

J. Puckett, HSE-DO, LANL, “S-K&491

K. Hargis, HSE-8, (HSE-8:90-1272-1), LANL, MS-K490
S§. Rae, HSE-8, LANL, MS-K490

L. Le-Doux, F&P Branch, LAAO



