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Department of Energy
B Afbeguergue Cperatuonn
Los Alamos Area Otfice

tes Alamas New Mexico 87544

N

CERTIFIFD MATL —~ WOTURN FECEIPT REQUESTED | , /77 =

Mr. Myron Knudson, Director
Water Division, (6W)

U. S. EPA, Region €

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733

Dear Mr. Knudson:

refercnce is made to the Rational Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systen
(NPDES) Permit #NM0028355 Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) for
March 1991.

Enclosed are Los Alamos Mational Laboratory's (LANL's) DMRs (EPA Form
3320~1, Rev. 9-88) for March of 1991, as recuired by the subject NPDES
Permit. Interim effluent limitations ave in effect for outfalls 045, 055,
039S and 105 as stated in the Federal Faciiities Compliance Agreement
signed by the U. S. Department of Energy on January 7, 1991, Maximem
permit conditions were exceeded on seven occasions out of the 171 analyses
done this mcnth for discharge serial numbers 01A throvgh 128 (industrial
discharges). The maximum permit conditions for beth chemical and
biclogical oonstituents were not exceeded cut of the 26 analyses done thig
ronth for diccharge serial numbers 018 through 125 (domestic waste
discharges) .

Rpplication for permit to discharge wastewater from the TA~46 south
lagoons, Outfall 128, was submitted to FPA Region 6 on December 9, 1987.
These lagoons do not include samd filters for final treatment and the
raximan daily discharce limiss are assuwed to be similar to those of
vanitary outfalis 045 and 105 (45.0 mg/1 BOD and 90.0 w3/l T35) as
specified in LANL's NPLDES Permit. The first discharge from these lagoons
occcurred on September 2&8, 1390. The outlet from these lagoons was plugoed
on Octoper 1, 1990, and there has been no discharge since that time.

Increased monitoring ard reporting are being performed at 03R Qutfalls as
part of a study o determine the cause of total phosphorous
roncorpliances. This study is part of remedial action taken o reduce and
eliminate total phosphorous noncompliances.
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Please feel free to contact Lon George of my staff at FTS 8355-5046 should
vou have any questions.

Sincerely,

A
Jerry Bellows

Miea Manager

nclosures

cc w/enclocures:

J. Highland, USEPA, Region G, Dallas, TX

3. Piatt, NMEID, Santa Fe, XM

J. Themelis, EFD, AL, w/Summary of Noncompliance
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TECH AREA
LOCATION

INDUSTRIAL WASTE DEVIATIONS

RESULTS/LIMIT

03/05/91

present/trace
presenc/trace
2072.0/100.0

8i6.0/7120.0
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Department of Energy
Los Alamos Area Oftice
Los Alamos, NM 87544

SUBJECT: NONCOMPLIANCE WITH EFFLUENT
LIMITATION IN NPDES PERMIT NM0028355

i.  Location of noncomplying discharge

192)

erial ClA001 TA-3-22
2. Descrintion of noncomplying discharge

Efflvent pH of 10.4 exceeded the daily maximum permit
regquirement of 9.0 on March 5, 1991, at 12:04 p.m.

3. impact upon the receiving waters

The effluent from this facility discharges te Sandia
Canyon,., an ephemeral tributary to the Rio Grande. The
effiluent did not reach the receiving waters of the Rig
Grande.

4, Cause of noncompliance

Caustic solutiorn was inadvertently discharged into the
pH neutralization tank during discharge tfrom the tank.

5. Anticipated time of condition if applicable
Approximately 20 minutes.

6. Duration of conditien if uncorrected
Condition corrected.

7. Steps taken to reduce and eliminate condition

Operators immediately stopped discharge from the
pH neutralization tank when pH samples taken during
discharge indicated pH exceeded effluent limits.

8. Steps taken to prevent a recurrence of the condition

Operating procedures have been modified to assure that
no influent is introduced to the pH neutralization tank
during discharge. A valve will be installed tc prevent
influent to the tank following pH neutralization.

9. Steps taken to minimize any adverse impact to navigable
water

Wo adverse impact to navigable waters is anticipated as
the discharge did not cross the Laboratory boundary or
reach the Rio Grande.
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Department of Energy
Los Alamos Area Office
Los Alamos, NM 87544

SUBJECT: NONCOMPLIANCE WITH EFFLUENT

1.

et e S v i i

LIMITATION IN NPDES PERMIT NM0028355
Location of noncomplying discharge
Serial 01AQ0:Z TA~3-22
Description of noncomplying discharge

Fffluent pH of 10.9 exceeded the daily maximum permit
requirement c¢f 9.0 on March 5, 1991, at 11:55 a.m.

impact upon the receiving waters

The effluent from this facility discharges to Sandia
Canyon, an ephemeral tributary to the Rio Grande. The
effluent did not reach the receiving waters of the Rio
Grande.

Cause of noncompliance

Caustic solution was inadvertently discharged into the
pH neutralization tank during discharge from the tank.

Anticipated time of condition if applicable
Approximately 20 minutes.

Duration of condition if uncorrected
Condition corrected.

Steps taken to reduce and eliminate condition

Operators immediately stopped discharge from the
pH neutralization tank when pH samples taken during
discharge indicated pH exceeded effluent limits.

Steps taken to prevent a recurrence of the condition

Operating procedures have been modified to assure that
no influent is introduced to the pH neutralization tank
during discharge. A valve will be installed to prevent
influent to the tank following pH neutralization.

Steps taken to minimize any adverse impact to navigabie
water

No adverse impact to navigable waters is anticipated as
the discharge did not cross the Laboratory boundary or
reach the Rio Grande.
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