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S::JBJEC';;.'. LOS JU..AM08 N'A'l'IONAL LABORATOR'll' I UPDII!S PERMIT 
NO. N'H002835S, WAS'n STR.E.AM CEARAC'l'UIZATION 
PROJECT 

.;:.:·.:1.::.: ~:.!cc ·::: :::· . .:1:-:k ycu, ~-lr-. Bob Hl.'.ler and Mr. Everet:: 
·;e::::::e:.:- ::: ::-.e C'.S. Snvlror.m~ntal. P:.:otection Agency (E?.~) 
E~~~==e~2~t Secti~n. and Mr. Fred Humke of the EPA Indus:::~: 
~er~its S~::::~:~n. ~=r the time you spent with the :~s Ala~:s 
·:-::.:::..:~cJ: : .. .::t·::at.·o::y (;_A.NL) staff on MCly l, 1991, dis~ussi~·; 
~e :abc:.:-2:::r7's waste stream characterization project. 
~ring :~e ~ee:i~g, : under~tand the following items ~e=~ 
_:::..:s.sc::: 

:::c :..,.)b:J::-at:ol:"y updated t:he EPA staff o:c tnr::, s·:c::. _, 
c~ ~he Laboratory's waste stream characteri:at~=~ 
p~~ject. S9ecifically, the Laboratory discussed 
:he i~plementation of the project and the 
activities that have already been completed. 

The ~?A is in ~he process of revising che 
j't.dministrative Order (AOl, Docket No. V!-90·-U:o::, 
and the corresponding Federal Facilities Compl:3~~~ 
Agreement CFFCAl, Docket No. VI-90-1240, to 
incorporate the compliance schedule for the waste 
stream characterization project. According :: :-:.::. 
Hill~r, the revised AO will be is~ued to the 
~abor~tory in the near future. 

The Laboratory explained to EPA that during wast~ 
stream identification and charactarizati~n 
ac~ivities, it is po~sible that previously 
~~idantified waste streams and waste sources. ds 
;;ell i1S unpermitted outfalls, may be found. :'~:c­
~aboratcry does not expect that these sources d~-­
r;ose an irr~-r.ediate threat to health or the 
onvircn~ent; ~owever, if any such new source5 
~~:falls are discovered, the Lab will report .: 

11111111111111111111111111111111111 

15136 



-~~~ ~ ·- ... ,, ~:~~· .. ; >'"::,~~~ -- ~~-- ·.~:l:c::.~ ~ .:.] 
-~---:..~--;.::..~ ::'"::'-)'.:.~,,1":::~·;:,::-; J.:":.: -.:.\.f.?! 

... -:-._ .-~: .... ·-c (~._-::~:,.--:""'.~). :: .' ... s """;:o ::.l1bc::-:.i::·.~ri~ 

i£-:.-s-:: .. 1:-:::.·~.:--:g ~:::o.:. .·~·:: s;:::t;~.:! ~~.a~:dl.~ J.~: :.:::.~~.::" ·~. 
~:~0~::~:0~ ~as:e s:=ea~s a~d ~~~2=~~==~~ 

__ s:~a:;es ~~ a::~r~a~~e w::~ :he ~e~~~~; ~­
._-.-:,;~·~:-.:~'E::":'~c::::s c 

~-·:.>:: :~a.I.::.::~.:!'~:~:t· ~*~J.s ·.::·:-:::erned ~.;:;J·..:~ sJ.:. .... s:·jl::;.·:; :~.-
::.:..: S2\ S:-" .. i::-:-cc~.cr:c Sec~i.or: and -:!:e ::id:..;s-:.:: ...... 1: 

~==~~=s Se~t~on w~th regards :o report!~? :! 
:~~==~a:!o~ dis=overed during :he was:e s:rca~ 
:~ara=:cri=at~=~ project. The E2A a~d :at:ra::~, 
=::._s::-...:~sed r:.:ss:ble r:eport:ir:q pr:Jced~:..:.es f.J::: 
::·_.::.:~:·.::.:.:--~; ·..:.~-:.:s i:-.. :.::;:-:::a-:.i.cn t:~ EPA :)::d :~e ::~-~: 

:::·.J ~E- .. ; ::-e(:·:~"':'.e:-:.c!e:i :t'.J.C :!:-.e !....:lb:.:-d.:.:J:-f' s:.:t:~.::. ::.: 
~~~~:c:!; ~as:~ s:rean char~c:eriza:i~~ ?==;res~ 
~2;:::::: ~~:=~ ~=~!d i~c!~de, when necessary, 
~~f:r=a:ic~ fo: permit modifications for exlst-~; 
=~=~3!!s ~~~ pernit applications for al: pote~::a. 
~:sc~ar;es ~== covered by the existing ~?DES 
2er~::. ~r. Humke indicated that the new ~P~E3 
?er=!t =ay ~eed to referecce the waste stream 
c:=c!iance schedule. However, Mr. Humke did ~== 
~eel :ha: the NPDES ?ermit should incorporate -
~==?!~a~ce schedule . 

.. ~s :"1 :~.c:::·..::::. :::::: ·.:r-:c C:.sc:.:ss;·· ~:l(' :s ~i~ ...::1dersta::1ct1:-~; -:-.:-. ..;:.": 
=~~ ~~:~:~; ;: ~~~ c:rrespc~ding FFCA will !ncl~de t~e ~3s~· 
::rea= =~~rac:ericati:~ schedule as proposed by the 
:..:Jt:ora:::::ry in o·.;::: =espor:se to AO Docket No. VI-91-067, ~--~· 
?eb:~ary :s, :90!. 7h0 pending AO will in~!ude quarte~-Y 
=o~crti~; that w!!i ~pdate the EPA's Enforcement Sec::=~ 
:~e ~a=c=atc::-y's p::-ogress pertaining to the project. :. 
~~= ~~~e=~tanding that all rreviously unidentified waste 
::':rea:::s and unfe!"ni.tted discharges will be administered -=-·::.,. 
:·~ AO ~n:i: such time as they are corrected or beco~e 
-~~:uded under the Laboratory's NPDES permit bt the E?h' ~ 
:~dustrial Per~its Section. If the procedures set forth ~~ 
::~.e ,\() w~tl"! ::-egard to r.ewly discovered sources or outfal:s 
~=c prcperly fo:lcwe~, enforcement action under the per~~: 
w:ll t~ avoided. 7he E?A suggested that supporti~g 
~=~u:::~~=ation for the project be kept available for S?A ~:; 
::~<ZJ :e'"J:e;.~ :;:;t net. st:b=-:i!.tt.ed at this ti:r.e. Surrunar ies :; :: .. _. 
a~=~~~:ies c:~1~c:ed by the Laboratory thus far should ~e 
sut:::i.::::ed ac::::;=:!i:-:; to the pending AO qc~arter!y :::epo.rt::-::;: 
::-e~...::.re~~e~.~s, 

:~e ~as::2 st:ea~ ~den=1f~ca:1on ana character1zat1on p::;: ,­
~0~res~:-::s ~ :::::p=e~e~si7e eff:r: :: ~erify tha~ each ~J::-



~.~\:!:"Gar.l l!::: .1.t~cluded .;._n ::~e ~Jr·opet· *::a*;.e·-;o::y r;;f ~he :,~.c~:.l+.:· .. :·i'.: 
"::?:ES Perni~ and t~at. alj,_ :Jutfal..Ls are prc~erly ~or.it;.c::~-:-.:~ 
:~a Laborat:ry is ~akina every possib!e ef!ort :~ correc: ~:~ 
;::~lerns as soon as p 1ble within budget cocstrai~ts !~~ 
~::~i~ :~~i:a:ic~s im~-~ed by otter regulatory prcgrams. 

-~"~ :.;J:C:o::.J.t:.::::::y would agaH'• Like t:::l exte::-:::1 an .:.:r:i:.at:::.';=·; ::.::­
:~e EPA :o visit our facility. The Laboratory suggests :::-:~: 
;:;e=:n:se of :::.e • . .miqt:eness of the LANL operations and :::-.e:::­
significant diversity and complexity, a site visit wou:i ~e-~ 
~?A staff gain a firsthand knowledge of effluent related 

2lease cal: Steve Rae or Rcy Bohn of the Laboratory's 
Environmental Protection Group (HSE-8) at (505l 665-1959 · ~ 
1dditional :.n:::>rmation or modificati·::>ns are required in :;::-::'?:: 
:o accurately su~~arize the recent discussion on waste sere~~ 
~~a=a=~er::ation. 

Sincerely, 
~ 

~~ 
Allen . Tiedman 
Associa e irector 
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