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wnz RISPOSANL OF LIQUID WASTE AT TA.S3

The New Menico Environment Division (NMED) conducied inspections of the Laboratory's
casitary wastewater treatment facilities in August 1991. During their inspeciion of the TA-53°
wastewater lagoons, they observed an orange, milky liquid entering the lagoons. The NMED
rzpesi of November 6, 1991, requires that the Laboratory prevent the discharge f undisclosed
cd/or unidentfied waste streams into these lagoons. ‘

\We are asking cach of vsu to remind your employees, visitors, users, contractors, and vendors
fcllow the attached guidelines for disposai of wastewater into sinks and drains (see Attachnf®nt 1).
Please contact Roy Eohn (5-0452) or Mike Saladen (5-6085) of EM-8 if you have any questions
coocerning wastewater disposal, the requirements for operation and maintenance procedures for
Nationai Pollutan: Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Laboratory outfalls (sg2
Atlachment Z), or o repert any unusual waste stream entering the lsgoons.

Miboam
Auachment: 1. Cuidelines for Disposal of Wastewater :nso Sinks end Drams
2. AR 9-6 Water Poliution Contro!
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e M. T. Brande, ADR/EST wasormrusuons:  A114/5-1155

mmsa: ADRMTB-91-113 AR
sazer. ADR RESPONSE TO NEW MEXIC » ENVIRONMENT DIVISION (NMED) REPORT

During the August 1991 inspection of the Labc. wory’s sanitary wastewater treatment facilities by
the Surface Water Qualiry Bureau of NMED, an -nidentified waste stream was observed egtering
the TA-53 sanitary iagoon (Outfall 055). The liqu.' was reported to be bright orange and milky in
appearance and was observed entering the la%gon ‘hile the inspection tcam was present. The
NMED report stated that the influent splitter box wa . stained indicating to them similar or
identica! liquids may have been discharged into these lagoons in the past. This memo summarizes
actions taken to date in response to this observation.
In August, 1991 you and I discussed the difficulty of locating the source of an unidentified waste
stream several days after it was observed, especia'ly because a waste stream characterization study,
which would identify sanitary waste streams and lines leading to the lagoons, has not been
performed for TA-53. However, several measures have been taken since this incident to control®
unpermined influent being discharged into the lagoons: .
+ Environmenal, Safety and Health (ES&H) inspections were performed of various ADR
facilities at TA-53 in September, 1991. During these inspections line mmgn and scientists
were reminded not to dump liquid waste material down any drains or sinks. Instead, they were
instructed to contact EM-8 for guidance regarding sppropriate water pollution control measures
and coatact EM-7 fer proper liquid waste disposal procedures. The findings of our inspections
were documented in inspection reports. We recommmended that any unpermittad discharge into
drains leading to the TA-53 lagoons must be prevented.

o m letter from Fred Morse, ADR, and John Browne, ADDRA, is being prepared to alert
Laboratory personnel at TA-53 to the importance of not discharging liquid waste into drsins or
sinks.

* A 5000.3A report was prepared for the above mentioned disc at TA-53. Lack of
administrative control and ownership was cited as the root cause of the unidentified waste

dischargo.
o ENG-8 has sssumed ownership of the TA-53 lagoons and has a service order with JCI 10
operae end maintin them for the Laboranury,

» The Laboratory is currentl dcvelopingnciiou‘.minre to the Tiger Team concerns

regarding institutional problems {= 5z tzea of NEDES complisnce. i

« ADR sent a request to EM-DO to conduct the waste siresm characterization study 2 TA-53 as
3000 as possible.

In the meantime, I will again emphasize with ADR line managers the need = rvoid discharging any
liquid waste into sinks and drains. I will advise them that upon observing any suspect liquid
discharge to the TA-53 lagoons they must: report the discharge immediste:y to EM-8; file a
5000.3A report; contact EM-8 to coliect a sample of the unknown influent for chemical analysis;
and, make every cffert to identify the source of the discharge.
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 7-19G0.
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