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TI>e :'\cw r>:Z::u;:o Errvironm.er•t Division (N?VfED) conduocd inspections of the Laboriilory s 
~::.:~jtary wastewmer trcJtment facilities in August ! 991. Durinc their inspecl;on of theTA-51' 
\V:.S~w;:ner !:tgoor..s, they observed an omnge, milky liquid entering the lagoons. The NMED 
r::pcri of November 6, 1991, requires that the Laboratory prevent the discharge 1f undisclosed 
.::::J!or t:!.!ide~ufied W:lSte streams into th:!S.e lagoons. 

'~,;'.!rue nsl.ring c::ci; of v ,;u to remind your employees, visitors, usei'S. contractors, and vendors tt:­
C::llow the attached auiddines for dispasai of wastewater into sinks and drains (see Attachm!nt 1). 
Pl~ contact Roy &;hn (5-0452) or· Mike Sa laden (S-6085) of EM-8 if you have any q~estions 
ca::o::rning w~stewater disposal, the requirements for operation and m:1intenance procedures for 
~:!iomli Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Laboratory outfalls (s~ 
Att2-ChEent2), or to re:'Cri ::.:1y unusuol waste stream entering the lagoons . 
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&::u:cr. ADR RESPONSE TO NEW MEXI<.. ' ENVIRONMENT DlVISION (NMED) REPORT 

During the August 1991 inspection of the Labc. <ttory's sanitary wastewater treaanent facilities by 
the Surface Water Quality Bureau of NMED, an ·nidentified waste Jtream wu obaervcd ~~ 
~ T A-53 sanitary lagoon (Outflill 05S). The liqw,' was reported 10 be bright orange and milky in 
appearance and was observed entering rbe lagoon •hile the inspection team was present. the 
NMED repon stated that the influent splitter box wa st&ned indicating to them dw similar or 
identical liquids may have been discharged into these lagoons in the past. This memo tuminarizes 
actiollS taken to date in response to this observation. 
In August, 1991 you wd I discussed rbe diffi..:ulty of locating the source of an unidenrlfilllll waste 
stream ::everaJ days after it was observed. tspt'.ia.!ly because a waste sueam characterization study, 
which would identify sanitary waste streams and lines leading to the lafoonS, bu not been 
perfonned for TA-53. However, several measures have been talcen since this incident to control• 
unpermittl!d influent being discharged into tbe lagoons: -
• Environmenul, Safety and Health (ES&:H) inspections were perfonned of various ADR 

facilities a: TA-53 in September, 1991. During these inspcctioosline manaaus and scienrislS 
were reminded not to dump liquid waste material down any drains or sinks. Instead, they wen: 
instructed to contact EM-8 fa' guidance regarding appropria1e Wiler POllution cootrol measures 
and contaet EM-7 for proper liquid waste disposal procedures. The lindinp of our iJlspcctioas 
were documented in inspection reporu. We recommended dw any unpermitted disc:barge into 
:inins leading 10 the TA-53lagoons must be prevented. 

• "letter from Fred Morse, ADR, and John Browne, ADDRA. is being prepared to akn 
Laboratory personnel at TA-53 10 tbe imporwtce of not disc!larJinaliquid wute into dnins or 
sinks. 

• A .S000.3A ~?.pan wu prepared for the above mentiooed disc:barxe at TA-.53. Lack of 
administtatiw coatrol and ownership was cited u the root e&UJC of the unidentified wurc 
diJcbqc. 

• ENG-8 bu IllUmed ownership of tht TA-53 !agoons and lw a service order with JCI to opeme-maintain !hem f~ the IAixnt4~. 

• The Laboratay iJ CUJTCDtly developin~ ecti~ _x!_am in response to the nger Team coocems 
reprding institutional prob&ems ~ ~ uea of NPDES compliance. 

• ADR sent a request to &\f-00 to cooduct the wute ftrelm characleri.zation riUdy 111 TA-53 as 
1000 u possible. 

In the meantime, I will apin empha.size with ADR line managers the need !!'I e....md dixhal'JinJ any 
liquid wute inr.u sinks and drains. I will advile them that upon observ'':!g any :suspect liquid 
discharge to theTA-53 lagoons they must: report the discharge immedi&le:y tc EM-S: me a 
S000.3A report; contaCt EM-8 to collect a sample of the llllkMwn inflll'Cnt for chemical analysis; 
and, make every effon 10 identify the source of the discbarJe. 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 7-1900. 
MTB:lm 


