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November 5, 1992

Joyce Hester Laeser

Counsel

DOE, Los Alamos Area Office
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545

Re: The Attached Article on the Plutonijium Spill

Dear Joyce:

Please find attached a Copy on the Newspaper article ye sSpoke about
earlier in the week. The Region ijis very dismayed about the
Statements in thijs article by Mr. Gustafson which Places the blame
for LANL'’s Plutonium leaks on EPA. )

This is patently false. As you know, the Policy he refers in the
article is a pog internal pPolicy on which EPA did not take a
pPosition. These Xkinds of statements also damage the working
relationship We have tried to build ang which is necessary to
effectively solve LANL’S 1long ternm environmental compliance
Problems.

With the above in mind, the Region would 1like a full report on
these spills. Please describe the releases,vwhen“andwwheredtheyu-w»
occurred. Describe the tank or tanks~inVolVed;“what Processes were
involved, how long the tanks were usedq for storage, the type of

Cleaned up or remediated.

I also woulg request that a conference call be arranged between the
Region, DOE-ILANL and the University, so that the apparent
misunderstanding that the University has, as to Epa’s role, can be
rectified. Please call pe by Monday November 9, 1992 to arrange
this call. Further, the Region would 1like to have the answers tc

the above questions by November 16, 1992, If necessary, I can
arrange for a more formal RCRa § 3007 information request letter to
be sent the University. Please let me know if this will be
necessary. :

Sincerely,

"
'La,“ 3 P £

D. Bruce Jones
Assistant Regional counsel
Multi-Media Section
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15278
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€c: Sheila Brown, cuU LANL

bce: Bfick Stone (6H-C)
Steve Mason (6E)




EPA in the News
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Plutonium
Leak 3l‘d
At Lab
Since May

By John Fleck R00

JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

A worn-out gasket allowed a gal-

lon of & plutonium-acid solution to -
spill onto the floor at Los Alamos .

Nationa! Laboratory ejther Sept. 13
or 14, laboratary officials aclmowl-
edged Friday. ,

The toxic liquid did not escape the
building, and no workers were ex-

posed, said Los Alamos $pokesman

John Gustafsop. X
Gustafson said it i the third time
since May that a gasket in Los
Alamos’ plutonium laboratory haj
failed, leaking the dangerous liquid
onto the floor. ’
Laboratory and Department of
Energy officials refused to release
written reports on the incident, but
Gustafson said in & telephone inter-
view the &cid in a tank of plutonium
nitrate solution ate through the
Teflon gasket. . .
He said the leak was discovered
by workers arriving Monday morn-
ing, Sept. 14, indicating the tank
began leaking over the weekend. ,
Gustafson said the three leaks are
a direct result of a tory
dispute between the DOE and the
federal Environmental Protectian
Agency that has halted work in the
plutenium laboratory since May. '
Currently, the laboratory has no
way to dispose of mixed radicactive
and chemically hazardous waste
and no permit to store i, The EPA
and the Energy Department have
been negotiating a new permit since
Ma)'- -
In the meantime, 41 operations

that generate such mixed
radioactive/chemical wastes, in-
cluding operations in the plutonium
laboratory, have been shut down.

cking a permit, laboratory
wgfk:;s gave b‘:en unable to empty
the tank of plutonium-acid solution
to do routine maintenance, includ-
ing checking and replacing ﬂge
gaskets, Gustafson said.

The liquid vats are used in the
laboratory's pl_utomu;n-
reprocessing operation, turning
scrap plutonium waste isto pure,
usable plutonium.




