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~~~ ~l~mos Hatlona; L3corator~ 

.• c:s ~-I C~mos. :Jew :-1ex 1 co 6 7 545 

-.ctcoer 

-i1e ;-Jew :-1ex 1 cc ::nv .:1ment ,)eoart.:r.ent:. NMED: ·· s ~ n :ece1 ot :::.· :::.ne 
~~&~~e or :1~ent :c 01scnarge •NOI; dated ~ctooer :. 1993 suom1ttea 

cv '-1r, T,e ·:~an ::;n !.:"--.nalf :-;,f ':he Reoents -:Jf tne :Jn1vers1tv of 
:.::.i;1':;rn1a '--~NLJ. t-1EC: ;s .:oncernea about :ne adm1n1strat1v'e 
13-~~·ng cf ~h1s NOI 1 aaj1t1on ~a tec~n1cal ~atters that w1 l i oe 
~~ ~ssea a:er n :n1s ~tter. ~ecent:v ~e rece1vea another NOI 
. ~ ::i :Jrcoosed rjlSCharc:e :tt ':he t)meaa ,.o~est Reactor >'lhlCr. ,.;as 
.:;w..;;;n ~ r.t:u .J"' :-1r. 38 i ~ cws. ,.:,n ~en a 1 f cr .:.ne ...-eoartment or .::nen:y 

Jui:,- ~.:;. ·gg:; letter from Be"llows to ~~~1EDl. LANL was not. a co-

:.he ~JOI subml ttea on October 1. ~ 993. 

NMED requests that DOE and ~ANL co-s1gn ail NOis as necessar~ to 
~stabl1sh cons1st~ncv regard1ng the resoons1ble oart'>' for these 
J i scnarges. For tt1e ourposes of the federa 1 Nac 1 ona i Po 11 utant 
J1scharge Eltm1nat1on System !~PDESl permit. the DOE ana ~ANL are 
co-oerm1ttees 3nd submlt all NPDES apol icat1ons as such. We 
bel1eve that :nis co-oerm1ttee approach apol1es to the subm1ss1cn 
of NOis because under State law both ent1ties incur JOint liabillty 
35 owner/operator for any d1scharge. If LANL and DOE aec1de to 
pursue th1s proposed discharge. we reauest that the NO! ba amendea 
to 1nclude ,_,n aooroor~at.e DOE s1gnature. Therefore, until the NO! 
is submitted with proper signatures. NMED will not accept it. 
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.. ·11 :;:~ 9~',-:;n :n-ormat:vn. 1·JMEC· ·~ct a::;c<;;rta1r. •t the a1scnarged 
•a:er ••!' ~e ~o 3 waterc~urse c ; ce :nf1 ltratea;evapor~ted by 

.1"lC ,;:Jc. ·:cat:.: en :~way -'rom a ·.-~CI~<2r::ourse. F•..Jr'ther ~roo 1 "ms are 
~ ......... :':,;,;r-e::: .~ ~eaain? -.. r,e "1d.r·~ , .... ·1em·.::ir<l.nCuFJ '".t.:...:tcneu :~.: :.h··.: 1'-JC: ...;L.;,i 

1 ~~oc~rt1ng Jocument. That uacument. reaas ~~ ~art: 

~i-ccr~lngiy ~e ~re oldnr.tng cc ~r0ocse n 3n ~if·:tal 
:Joe~'-"'·.:~ :ntent to G<scharge .<,!11P.~.r. our NPDE3 oerm1t that 
·>~e ~ • . .,;er-:'::>rm :he tests ·-n DT-5A ma 7'W-, 

emonas1s d.dded: 

-f1e r.ot .. ~a .;t Ir:tent "::o 01 scnarge 1 s o_ot n~au 1 rea under ':.he recera i 
.~F'C·ES ::erm1t.. :t ::.> :.l rea1.nrement at State :aw :..nder the New 
~ex'c~ ~ater Qua!·ty :ontrol C~mm1sston tWQCCl ~egulat1ons. :f :t 

s ·n refer~rce ~o what :s known as the ··add/detete- c:ause 1n Part 
.:; .:ar·agraon .; _,~ :ne NPOES cerrn1 t : tJM0029355 l. :he co-oerm1 ttees 
..:tr(.• ~"'are i .~.::)m ·.ne ·'?Cent JPDES ;)erm1 t issuance orocess that -:ne 
:::ause H> t.i1e current. oerm1t 1effect1ve unt1 1 Oct. J1, 1993l has 
:een r~mcvea ~~ ~PA 3t the 1ns~stence of the State 1n the rev1sea 
~PDES oerm1t reffect1ve Nov. , . :393) because of 1ts 1llegal1ty. 

7~e Harg1s Memoranaum a1scusses tne fact that ~~sts 1n01cate tne 
~uality of the water proposed to oe discharged may marg1nailY meet 
:he .'later Qua 17 ty Standards for Interstate and Intrastate Streams 
·n New Me ·c.:> ~WQSl. -:"he memo rurther 1na1cates that the aual1tv 

:Jf !:.he a; :harge may not cons 1 stent 1 y be be 1 ow the New Mex 1 co 
jr1nk1ng wacer standard. 

:>··,._,;: :h1s ... aula be ::!n •.Jnoermn:.tea d1scnarge ...,;,aer ~n"' ..:urrer~· : 
rev 1 sea NPDES perm r t. 1 f the d 1 scnarge 1 s 1 naeea :.o a surt ace 
Aatercourse. there :s !1ct:e ~lfference ;n ~he NMED'a resoonse t~ 
th'is orooosed dlscharge 'n comoar1son to our August 16. 199:. 
"'esoonse to :-1r. Bel lows , cop1ed to Mr. TH3dman. add1t1ona1 ;;;co, 
~nc: :Jsea l ."Jn -:~c; •;rsoosed a 1 SCY13r?e ~"..t ; .\-2 Omeaa ·.llest Reac~cr- 'JCI. 
'rCU .nay refer 1:.::> t.i1e August :c. 1993 letter ::.o Mr. aellows :-or 
=ur~her ~-;=rma~·cn. 
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7hc '101 oackage na a I so been rev1ewed by NMED Agreement In 
Pr,nc1ole fAIP) program staff. The follow1ng comments ar1se from 
d1scuss1ons between NMEO AIP and regulatory staff. All reviewers 
are concerned about the grav 1 ty of th 1 s 1 ssue as the test may 
1ndicate that the ma1n aquifer 15 contam1nated. If in fact the 
aau1fer 1s contaminated. such a conclusion could have far reaching 
~onsequences. Because of the s1gn1ficance of the issue, NMED would 
"ike ~o see ~he tests proceed as expeditiously as poss1ble. 

~ne cotent1al means of oroceed1ng w1th the tests w1thout further 
deiay is to haul off the water purged from the well or wells for 
treatment and disposal at a PArmitted s1te. Wh1le this option may 
be costly, the expense may be just1fied g1ven the 1mportance of 
resolv1ng this matter. Another possible mechanism would be to 
assure no d1scharge to a watercourse (i.e., on-s1te total 
~cnta1nment: wh1ch could posslbly be approved under the temporary 
d1scharge orov1s1ons in Section 3-106. B of the WQCC Regulations 1f 
the proposal meets New Mex1co Water Oual1ty Control Commiss1on 
~eouirements. Of course. the second ootion would be after 
submlttal of an acceptable NOI and soec1fic approval by the Ground 
Water Protection and Remediat1on Bureau. 

:f ~au nave 3ny questions, please contact Glenn Saums at 827-2827. 

S1n~erely, -)- . , 

~r:~ ~ (~1' J. .yj~~-· ----~ ~---z-
~athleen M. S1snhros 
Director 
Water and Waste Management D1v1s1on 

cc: 
Jim P1att, Chief NMED SWQB 
Kathleen M. Sisneros, Director W&WMD 
Marcy Leavitt, Chief NMED GWP&RB 
Ben1to Garcia, Chief NMED H&RMB 
aruce Swanton, NMED/AIP/POC 
Diana Webb, DOE/AIP/POC 
Susan McMichael, NMEO OGC 


