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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTE<mON AGENCY 
REGION& 

.June 25, 1996 

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
DAU.AS. TX 75202-2733 . 

CERTIFIED HAlL-RETURN litECBIP'l' REQWSTED 

Mr. Joseph C. Vozalla 
Acting Asst.. Az'oa Mat'la~er 
Office of Enviran.ent an4 PrOjects 
Deparblle.nt of Energy 
Los Ala.oa ArGa Office 
Loa Alaao•- NK 875U 

Dear Mr. vozella! 

Your current approval to landfi11 polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) i.ssued on Juna s, 1!80, has peon-nvi'eVecl by our of'fice 
ami is .beinq raisauad. by this letter pu:r:auant t.o Secti9n (G) (e) 
of the ~ozic Substance• eontzol Aet {TSCA). The app:oval, dated 
June s, 1980, was granted attar toP Alamos Ha~ional tabora~ary 
(LAlfL) demonstrated throuqh design, geologi~c:,. a.11d climatic 
infgraation, ~at it could safely landfill pcao. 

Attar reviewing additional qeologic and analytical 
information subaitted ~Y LAHL on Deceabar 22, 1994, EPA has 
concluded that the ecntinued disposal of PCBa at the Technical 
Area 54, A%ea G, landfill will not pa•• an unrea5onab1a risk to 
human heal tb or the environllant from PCJSu. Th.ie approval adds 
certain eand1~1ons ~hat were not a part ot the origj~a1 approval 
that:. Bra deaiqned to ansura improved overaiqb.t: of ~L' s PCB 
disposal ope~ations. 

:Enclosed are the condition.; ot: Appzooval. '!'hie approval 
shall expire at midnight, on the sa~e ~ay and montb as th• date 
of thia approval l~tte~, f1va years atte~ issuance. 

Enclosure 

cc: Mazok Weidler 
New Mexi~o Envira~ent Department 
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The PCB dispaeal ·are~ is locata4 in Technical ~a 54 (TA-
54), Area G., Of t~ Dep•r:tJDent of Enerqy's (DOE) Los Alamos 
National Labo:rata.ry, Los Allllllos, Naw Mexico. 

:[]:. 101 p;azg1u. nc:u.x,IIs IUT!QBUID 

A. ECB:..P.U;Q.J.nd Shafts AAt,horizes!; 

1. Pita loc~ted in ~-54, Area G: and, 

2. !rhe PCB Sha~t Field located 1n TA•S4. Araa G. 

B. AutbQEizatipn tg oparato Additiqnol Pits pr Shmtta: 

LANL sha1~ not cammenca disposal in a new PCB 4ieposal arua 
other tba.n Area. G un1:11 :l.t bu noti~ie4 t:h.a BPA Region 6, 
OK/TX JtC:RA PeX'Jili ts section, in n:t. ting and recai ved written 
appJ:"oval b"o• EPA. Far naw pita or llll:afts vtcUI ~ .. G, 
LAHL shall submit to the EPA Region ~, OK/TX JlaA PaJ:"ait& 
section, a Hotification of ~CB Aetivity (EPA fo~ 707101-53) 
.30 daya be:tore be.girminv to usa t:ha new pit or sbaft.-

c. JXpanaipn pt_Jxistinq Authgriz@d Pitg gr Shafts; 

Any pit or shaft autbarized undsr ccndit:icn zz.A. of this 
section which LAHL 1n~anda ·to expand s~all ~aquire 
notific•tian to the EPA ~e~ion 6, o~~X R~ Per..its 
Section, ~efare any nev PCB• aay ba diapo£a~ in the exp~dAd 
facility. 

D. lfew J'CD $tQQ!l' AJZ~a~u 

PCBs shall not ba stored in a new ataraga area, ather than 
those au~o~ite~ tn condition II. B. ~eve, without fi~s~ 
notifying' th& EPA. )legion ,, OIC/TX ROtA. Peralta SaCition. 
before .Pc:Ba May oe at.araci in the new ~~:toraqe fao!lity. LANL 
sball sUbmit to the EPA Reqion.5, OX/TX RCRA Pe:mdts 
Section. a Notification of PCB Activity (EPA form 707101-SJ) 
JO aays ~efo~• ~eqinninq to ~se the new PCB.8taraqe a~ea. 

lil. zacXLXTJ D2BIGJ. COWBTUUCtJQI, ABP DPIIftTXOH 

A. ~er;sl Pe&J-S:tJ J.Dd eg:ostas;t1on Beztirgmll!!!nte; 

.1. The PCB pits lih&ll coJDpl)' with 40 CFR. 761.75 except 
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for the follo~in9 prc~isions: 

a. 761.15 (b)(l): Soils of rel~tivaly 
impe1:11eable toxmat:igna: 

b. 76~.75 (b)(l): Hydroloqic conditions 
requiring ~onitoring wells and laacbate 
ca~l.ection1 

c. 761.75 (b}(S): Topoqraphy or low to aoderate 
ralief; 

d. 761.7S(b) (6)(ii): Ground water ~onitorinq 
vells installed around the site; and, 

e. 761.75 (b) (7): Leachate collaction system 
installed.. 

A waiver to these conditions is granted based upon 
EPA's revieW' or the design· of tha pits and ahaf'ts and 
geology reports on tha ar~a. The volcanic tu~.f, the 
&:1:'14 eonditions, ~• non-liquid wast:a !DatariaJ.s, and 
the BOO-foot depth to qround water provides an 
ef~ective bar.rier batvaan the bettoa ot the pita aftd 
sb.af~.: and the gz:oound water ta.blo. siftC!a no puJil»ab1a 
qroan4 vatar exists, a leachate collection srs~om would 
Berve no uaetul purpos.e. 

2. file PCB sha:tts shall com_ply 11rith 40 CF.R 761.75 
except tor the pro~1siona liated in III.A.1. Bhava for 
tho reasons stated in that section. 

3. Ha PCB 1iqu1Cis or iteJlS containing PCB liquids 
shall he placed in a dispo•al pit or shart after tha 
e~fective date o~ this •pp~cva1. 

B. s;angral operating Rq.quirautntg: 

1. PCB vaates to ba disposed in pits o~ shafts located 
in TA-54, ·Area G; shall be logged an tha Waate Profile 
ReqUest Form ZS'H 10-JB, or it& equiva~ent. 

2. Disp()sal ot PCB wastes shall comply W'ith 
Administrative .ReqUil:'eaeftts, or 1:heir equivalent~ (All.) 
10-2,10-3, and 10•4 as they apply to PCB wastes. 

~. peB Pit gpcratinq BBqgixementat 
1. PCB wautas ta ba disposed in a pit shall be 1oqged 
in LANL's wasta trackino system which shall includa 
date a~ 4isposal, and type and qu4nti~y of waste 
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dispose.d. 

2. Larqa quantities af PCB con:t:Utinated soil and 
de~ris which are nat containerized Bhal~ ~e transported 
in lined trucks with a covering sufficient to prevent 
spillaqe or vind dispe~ian or the PCB contaminated 
mate~ial. ~ansport ghall not aceur after sunset or 
before sunrise~ 

D. PCB Sbaft Qper~;ing Begyirtments; 

1. PCB vastaa disposed in a shaft shall have the date 
of disposal. type and quantity ot waste disposed 
reco~eg in a log. This info~ation shall ba made 
a~ailabla to B~A upon request. 

l. Open shafts sba~l be cover@d to prevent aceidental 
injury or the entrance of precipitation. 

3. No PCB liquids Qr items containing PCB liquias 
~hall be placed in a dispasa~ shatt. 

1. The PCB storage facility, located in Area L, shall 
comply w1tb PC8 ataraqe·requireae~ts in 40 CF.R 761.~5. 

2. PCDa sha~~ he prope~ly marked in acco~ce ~i~ 40 
CFR 761.45 • 

:3. A11 PC:B it8Jl!l shall be logged chowinc; elate reaovecl 
troa service fo~ disposal and ~e a&~• the PCB item was 
sont from sto~ge far disposal. Thie information &hall 
~e provided to EPA upon raqu•st. 

F. surtace tnd Ground Kiter Mon1torin«Reauiramants: 

1. samples oollected ror eompliance with this approval 
sbal1 ba analyzed for tha parameters listed in ~0 CFR 
761.7S{b)(6){iii). 

2. Samples analyzed for PCBs shall follow EPA approved 
procedures anCI 111ethods. The procedures and methods 
used shall be reco~ded along with the data. 

3. Stormwater runoff sampling and inspections arouhd 
pit§ and shafts shall ba in acoordanee vith the 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for TA~s4, Are~ s, 
ahd shal~ include those parameterc apecified in 
xxx.F.~. above. 
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4. Once annually, ll &illlllple shall be collected 1'ro• the 
sp~ings ~oca~d gn the vest ban~ o£ the Rio Granda. 
These aprinqs ~ desiqnated Sprinq IJ and spring 14 
and are loca~e4 at 35"49' north latitude, 1064 11' vest 
longitude; and 35.47' north latitude, 106.12' we~t 
lonqituda ~aspectivaly. Tbe s .. ples shall be .na1yzed 
according to conditions rrr.F.l. and IZI.F.2. above. 

IV. CIQIVU MD i'Oif Ct.QBPU 

A. Recoraa required under 40 CPR 761.1QO (d) and (f) shall 
be ~ai"tained for ~e times specified after the pits o~ 
ahafts have been closed. 

B. LANL shall notify the EPA Beqion 6, OK/TX llC:RA Pemits 
Sectioft, 1n v~1ting Vitbin 30-4aye of faa1lity olaau~ tba~ 
an authorized pit or shaft under this approval is betnq 
eloced. 

v. ~TMPNlR APIO!IL cmrp.x:rxog 

A. seyerlbili\!J 

Tha condition• of this authorization are severable, an4 if 
any pZ"O•ision ot' thia au,tha:rJ.zation,. or any applicatiol.l o~ 
any provision, is held invalid, tb& ram~inder ot this 
authori8~tion shall not be atteeted thereby. 

B. ~t~ tp Cpmgly: 

LAKL shall comply with all Federal, State, and local 
re911lations, appJ:"ovala, and pemita. 

c. Z,tspnnal Satc1;y: 

tANL's »e~aonnel safety raqgira.an~s and p~cedu:rea fo~ PCB 
ha~~dl.ing-, etoraqe, transport, and dispo&al shall comp~y with 
occupatio~ Sa~aty an4 Health A~inistration reqQiremeftts. 

D. gutx to Kitigatat 

LANL shall correct any adverse impact on the environment 
rasultinq from noneompliance ~ith this appreval. 

E. PrOJ!§I opera;ti.on and MainteMDC!t;_ 

LANL sba~l at all t~eg properly oparate an4 ~~inta~ all 
facilities and systems ot trea~ent and control (and related 
ap~urtenaneas) whiCh are installed ana uced to achieve 
ca•plianoe vith the conditions of t:hia app~aval. Proper 
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op~ation and maintenance include effective performance, 
adequate funding, adequate operator staffing and traininqr 
and·adaquate laboratory and proceaa cont%ols including 
appropria~e Are• G quality assd%~nce p~oc~durea. 

All transport 'llehicles owned by LAHL used ffi'r the traMport 
of PCB& ab.a11 be. properly :maintained, iMp&Qted. and 
certified in vr1ting by a respo~a!ble official of the 
company as meeting applicable s•futy standards under the 
Dep~rtment or Transportation regulations before PCBs a~e 
tranaporte4 an public b1~hvays. cop1ea of all · 
certifications sha~l be kept at the facility and shall ho 
available ~o~ in~~eetion on ~equAgt. 

F. nutx to Provide tnf~tion: 

LANL •hall furnish any relevant information which EPA ~ay 
request to determine whether ~usa axists tor modifYing, 
revoking, reissuing, or terminatinq this app~oval, or to 
detaraine compliance with this approval. LANL shall also 
furnish r Qpon ~aqu.e.st, copies o:f records :reqlli:red to ba kept 
under tbe 'l'SCA !'CB .regulations. 

G. Jnaaetion and En1;ey: 

LANL aholl allov an authoriz•d repraaen~at1ver upon 
presentation of c~edentials and other documents as may be 
required .by law, to: 

1 ~ Enter the LANL facility where PCBa are .bain9 
haDdled, stored, traa~ed, or disposod: 

2. Kava •cc&ss to and copy, at reasonable 'times, any 
records that alUJt ba leapt under the TSCA PCB 
requlations: 

3.. :Insp•c-t any f'ac=ilit:iea, e.qui!)lDent:, Cinc:luf!lint:r 
monitoring and QOntrol equipment), practica•, or 
e~~at1ons requirea under this approva~ or the TSCA PCB 
requlations: or, 

4. Saaple or monitozo for the purpose of assuring that 
the LANL facility is operatinq in eompliance with the 
eonditions of the approval or the TSCA PCB regulationg. 

H. HQnitorin~an4 Be9Qrds; 

LANL shall eo•ply with all mohitoring and record keepinq 
~equi~eaen~s for PCB landfills and storaga ~aeilities. All 
PCB reoo~ds, ~o~~•ehta, an4 ~~ports •hall be .aintainad at 
centr~li~ed locaticn& at tha ~L facility, ana shall be 
aaae available for 1nspection by authorizea ~A 
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representatives. All records raquired by this approval shall .be writt:an in ink or t:yped& Any 110dit'ic:a.tion .or correction of the reaorda must be initialed and dated by the person performing the change. 

I. ~,lee at ttant~ter of Qwn~rsb.i2;. 

LANL s~ll notify EPA at least ninaty (90) days ~efare transfer~lnq ownership of the facility. ~L sha~l also submit to ZPA at least ninety (90) days bafore aucb transfer a not~rized affid~vit signed by tbe t~anstaree s~ating that the transferee shall abide by the terms Of this approval. 
J. TwentY•four How;: R.GSJI:~.i.iw cf' Noncmmlianr;~L 
~~ at any time LANL beccmaa aware of a violation or the conditions of this approval, it shall notify the kPA Ra9ion 6, O~TX RCRA Permits see~ion, by telephone within 24 hours, and shall submit a written report within five (5) days. 

!C. Other Information: 

Whe.b lANL officials become aware that LANL has tailed to submit any rele•ant facts in its. application, or submitted incorrae't in.rormation in any report to E;PA, LANL shall promptly sUbmit sueb facta or infor.matian to EPA. 
L. Oparation gt the ra~iliPn 

LANL shall ma1n~ain an •dequately trained onsite inspector to direct e.me:r:qency pzoo~;edures wbich c:auld resUlt frOJil tires, exp~oaions or releases of PCB containing voGtes at tho facil1 ty. LlNL shall subm.l t the nama of this inspeetar within sixty (60) days of the effe=tive date of this approval. LAHL shall maintain in qocd workinq order any equipment required to deal with thesa eme~encies. 
M. splllp: 

PCB spills occuJ:Ting at the Clisposal ai te or from·· any LUiL owned PCB transport vehicle, shall be cleaned up according tc the PCB Spill Cleanup Policy, 40 CFR Part·761, Subpart G. PCB spills occur.rinq outside PQB storage ~reas shall be reported within twenty-four (24) bouro of the event to the .EPA Region G, PCB Spill Coordinator, 'l'oxic.s. Enf'o:rt:Qent Section. Tbe EPA aay o~der cessation of PCB disposal at LANL it spills a~e not cleaned up ~o acceptable levels datine4 by 
EPA~ 

N. ~y to Hotity: 

LANL Shal1 notify the EPA Reqion ,, OK/TX RCRA Peraits 
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section, in vritinq at least thirty "(30) days p~ior to afty 
planned physical or operational change that may require 
JlOclifie:ation o.f' tJoJ.ie app~oval·. 

o. Ef t'§Ct;,i ve Date; 

The approval shall become aftectiva on th@ elate of 'the 
approval lett~r, and expire at ~idnight the same month and 
day after five years. 

END OF APPROVAL COHDiriONS 

c r-oo 
TOTAL P.09 


