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Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations Office 

Los Alamos Area Office 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

DEC 1 8 1997 

CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. William Hathaway, Director 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross A venue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Hathaway: 

Subject: Deletion of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 
No. NM0028576- Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), Fenton Hill Geothermal 
Site 

LANL's Fenton Hill Geothermal Site was issued an NPDES Permit on October 15, 1979. The 
Fenton Hill NPDES Permit expired on June 30, 1983. In response to the June 30, 1983 expiration 
date, the U.S. Department of Energy/Los Alamos Area Office (DOEILAAO) submitted an 
application to the U.S. EnVironmental Protection Agency (EPA) for renewal of the NPDES 
Permit. In a letter dated January 13, 1993, EPA stated that LANL's NPDES Permit Re­
Application was complete. However, the EPA did not issue LANL a new NPDES Permit. As a 
result, the conditions of the expired NPDES Permit were administratively continued pursuant to 
40 CFR 122.6. i 

LANL's Fenton Hill Geothermal Site Project is no longer in operation, and LANL's Discharge 
Monitoring Reports have documented that the facility has not discharged since June 1988. 
Personnel from the New Mexico Environment Department, DOE Oversite Bureau, have been 
on-site and have verified that the Fenton Hill Geothermal Site outfall is no longer in use. Based on 
this information, LANL requests that the EPA eliminate the Fenton Hill Geothermal Site NPDES 
Permit No. NM0028576. 

Should you have any questions regarding this request for permit elimination, please contact 
Steven Rae ofLANL's Water Quality and Hydrology Group (ESH-18) at (505) 665-1859; or 
Jody Plum, DOEILAAO, at (505) 665-5042. 
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cc: 
See page 2 

Sincerely, 

~&<-4~f_f/ 
G. ~~ifo"dd 
Area Manager 
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William Hathaway 2 

cc: 
J. Ferguson 

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

F. Humke 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

E. Spencer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

D. Gamble 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

J. Fontenot 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

W. Turner 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

E. Kelley, Ph.D 
Water and Waste Management Division 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 

G. Saums 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 

B. Hoditschek, Program Manager 
RCRA Permitting Program 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2044 Galisteo Street, Building A 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

S. Yanicak, NMED/DOE-OB, LANL, MS-J993 
J. Vozella, AAME, LAAO 
J. Plum, LAAME, LAAO 
D. Erickson, ESH-DO, LANL, MS-K491 
S. Rae, (ESH-18:97-WQ&H-0407-1), ESH-18, LANL, MS-K497 
M. Saladen, ESH-18, LANL, MS-K497 
B. Beers, ESH-18, LANL, MS-K497 
T. Sandoval, ESH-18, LANL, MS-K497 
D. Webb, ESH-20, LANL, MS-M887 
WQ&H File, LANL, MS-K497 
CIC-10, LANL, MS-A150 
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