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Attorney General of New Mexico 

PATRICIA A. MADRID 
Attorney General 

STUART M. BLUESTONE 
Deputy Attorney General 

27 September 2001 

James Bearzi, Bureau Chief 
Hazardous 'Vaste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 E. Rodeo Park Drive, Building E 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

Dear James: 

This letter contains comments by the New Mexico Attorney General's Office 

(AGO) concerning the forthcoming 2001 addendum to the Installation Work Plan (IWP) 

that forms part of Module VIII of the current Hazardous Waste Act permit for Los 

Alamos National Laboratories (LANL) issued by the New Mexico Environment 

Department (NMED). 

These comments are in addition to those transmitted on April 25, 2001, and are 

based in part upon a review of Hazardous Waste Bureau (HWB) files concerning 

Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) enforcement at LANL. We request 

that NMED respond to these comments at the time it issues the final IWP addendum. 

These comments are arranged by Operational Unit (OU); although the OU 

categories have been superseded for some purposes, the HWB files are organized by OU, 

and it is convenient to follow such organization. 

OU-1071: Concerning the Los Alamos airport landfill sites, PRSs 73-001(a-d) 

and 73-004( d), a RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) report was submitted by LANL in 
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late 1998 and was reviewed by EPA. Probably NMED also reviewed it and may have 

approved it. Since this area is partially open to the public, corrective measures should not 

be further delayed. From the HWB files it is not apparent that a Corrective Measures 

Study (CMS) has been carried out nor whether an implementation plan has been 

prepared. The AGO recommends that sufficient planning, risk assessment, and field 

work, including a CMS and interim measures to reduce the public hazards, be completed 

inFY02. 

OU-1078: A review of the files indicates that some remedial action in this 

townsite area has been taken on an emergency basis, e.g., at Hillside 138, but most of the 

sites have not progressed beyond the receipt of RFI reports and supplemental 

information. LANL should be required in FY 02 to submit a proposal to delete PRSs in 

OU-1078 from the permit or, alternatively, to conduct a CMS and complete a CMS report 

on such PRSs. 

OU-1079: This unit includes former TA-10, much or all of which is now public. 

There have been at least four RFI reports concerning various Potential Release Sites 

(PRSs) in TA-10, but none of them has been approved. There was also a Voluntary 

Corrective Action (VCA) in Bayo Canyon in approximately 1995. NMED does not seem 

to have stated to LANL whether these sites require further action. The AGO suggests 

that NMED direct the completion of whatever additional sampling needs to be done in 

these PRSs and, as appropriate, the submission of CMS work plans and the carrying out 

of such plans in FY 02. 

OU-1079 also includes the former TA-32. An RFI report has been submitted 

concerning the PRSs in TA-32, and a Phase II investigation was apparently planned. 

2 



VCA plans were also submitted for several PRSs. However, none of these documents 

has been approved by NMED. This office suggests that NMED direct that any needed 

additional sampling to be completed and that RFI report supplementation be completed in 

FY02. 

OU-1082: This unit includes TA-16 with its various high explosive problem 

areas. The 260 outfall, PRS 16-021 (c), is now undergoing a CMS, which, pursuant to 

addendum dated September 1999, includes the effects upon regional ground water. The 

problems being investigated are among the most serious at the facility. The AGO 

strongly suggests that a schedule be set that includes such wells penetrating the regional 

aquifer as are called for to measure the extent of the contamination and that a deadline of 

no later than early FY 03 be established for the completion of investigations and 

preparation of a CMS report. 

OU-1086: This area contains numerous TA-15 firing sites. NMED files indicate 

that after initial RFI reports, Phase II investigations were conducted in 1998, and a 

revised RFI report and SAP were due in 1999. They do not seem to have been submitted. 

They should be listed for completion in FY 02. 

OU-1093: This area contains, inter alia, TA-18, the criticality test area. RFI 

reports have been filed, and in 1997 a SAP was under consideration, but in 1999 LANL 

requested to defer all corrective measures to FY 03. There are unresolved questions of 

ground water contamination here. Both the SAP, field work pursuant to the SAP, and 

CMS report should be scheduled for FY 02. 

OU-1100: This area includes theTA-53 surface impoundments. Records of the 

HWB show that an RFI workplan and a SAP were approved in August 2000. Completion 
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of any sampling and analysis and submission of an RFI report should be scheduled for 

FY02. 

OU-1106: This area includes TA-21, with MDAs T, U, B, A, and V and several 

major outfalls. NMED has several times advised LANL that the material disposal areas 

in TA-21 have high priority. However, even though the RFI work plan for these areas 

seems to have been approved in 1992, and certain reports have been filed, NMED was 

still reviewing sampling plans and overseeing sampling in 1997-98, and the completion 

of sampling and submission of a final report based thereon has not been accomplished. 

The AGO suggests that LANL be required to complete all planned sampling and finish 

investigatory reports based thereon in FY 02. Further, any approved interim action in 

connection with outfalls 21-024(i) and 21-011(k) should be carried out in FY 02. 

OU-1114 contains, inter alia, PRS 3-010(a), a site of releases of lead, mercury, 

and radionuclides. NMED in 1999 requested further characterization of groundwater 

impacts, and LANL submitted a plan. Such characterization should be completed in FY 

02 and a report submitted. 

OU-1122 includes TA-33, location of firing sites and mesa-top disposal areas. 

Based on initial sampling, EPA in February 1998 pointed out the presence of significant 

radiological contamination and the risks of migration to nearby springs. Additional 

sampling is called for to determine the extent of contamination, and a report should be 

furnished. This should be done in FY 02. 

OU-1129: This area includes TA-35 and TA-48. TA-35 houses the wastewater 

treatment facility. An RFI report was submitted in 1998, and a response to a Request for 

Supplemental Information (RSI) was filed in 1999. The investigation should continue to 
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complete Phase II sampling in FY 02. In addition, a RFI report was filed on PRSs, 

mainly outfalls, connected to the TA-48 radiochemistry site in 1995, a SAP was filed in 

1997, and a RFI report addendum was filed in late 1997. EPA in 1998 advised NMED 

that the outfall sampling was inadequate. The AGO suggests that in FY 02 additional 

sampling at these PRSs and a report be scheduled. 

OU-1130 includes the TA-36 firing sites and surface disposal areas. In 1997 

NMED determined that the RFI report on several of these PRSs was "grossly deficient." 

LANL thereafter proposed to remedy the deficiencies in a new SAP, scheduled to be 

delivered by September 1998, a date later extended to December 1998. This SAP 

apparently has not been filed, and the AGO suggests that filing of the SAP, and the 

execution of the SAP, should be completed in FY 02. 

OU-1132 contains TA-39, with firing sites and disposal areas within Ancho 

Canyon. In 1997 NMED called in the RFI report for PRSs in this area, having identified 

it as "high priority for review." The report was submitted in March 1997, and in 

November 1997 NMED issued a RSI, specifying additional work to be completed both in 

the field and in analysis. In December 1997 LANL responded, agreeing that the RFI 

report is deficient and requesting until September 1998 to complete the report. Later 

LANL requested a further extension to September 1999, which was granted. Apparently, 

the report has not been filed. NMED should schedule this report for completion in FY 

02. 

OU-1144 contains the Frijoles Mesa hydronuclear experiment sites. In 1996 

NMED determined that MDA AB, PRSs 49-001 (a-g) had high priority; organics had 

been detected in the regional aquifer in well DT -9, and NMED requested LANL to 
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accelerate the RFI. A stabilization plan for MDA AB was submitted in late 1998, and a 

best management practices report in 1999, but no RFI report has been submitted. 

Submission of a complete RFI report should be required in FY 02. 

OU-1147 includes TA-50, which contains MDA C, PRS 50-009, a major waste 

disposal area. Drilling pursuant to the RFI work plan was conducted in 1995. However, 

no RFI report and no recommendation as to further action have been submitted 

concerning MDi~~ C. Such a report should be submitted in FY 02. 

OU-1148 contains MDAs G, H, and L. These are RCRA-regulated units, and, as 

has been discussed between the AGO and the HWB, NMED should require submission 

and execution of RCRA closure plans for these sites. Concerning the HSW A process, 

NMED should require that RFI reporting concerning these sites be completed at the 

beginning of FY 02 and that CMS be conducted and reports be submitted before the end 

ofFY 02. 

OU-1157: This area includes MDAs M and Q in TA-8 and TA-9. RFI reports 

have never been filed concerning these disposal areas. The AGO suggests that all due 

investigations of these areas should be completed in FY 02 and the necessary RFI reports 

should be filed in FY 02. 

Canyons: The AGO suggests that NMED require submission of any incomplete 

Canyons Work Plans by mid-FY 02 and the completion of reach reports for Mortandad 

Canyon, Sandia Canyon, and Pajarito Canyon in FY 02. 

Thank you for giving consideration to these comments. The AGO is available to 

respond to any questions and looks forward to your response to these comments. 
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Very truly yours, 

Ldv~i;2f 
Assistant Attorney General 

LALJr:laljr 
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