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» Los Alamos

NATIONAL LABORATORY

Solid Waste Regulatory Compliance
P.O. Box 1663, Mail Stop K490

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 Date: July 14, 2003

(505) 667-0633/Fax (505) 667-5224 Refer To: SWRC:03-035

Mr. Carl Will N\
Permits Management Program A Ot

New Mexico Environmental Department

Hazardous Waste Bureau :
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303

Dear Mr. Will:
Subject: Professional Engineer Certifications

On June 20, 2003, Gian Bacigalupa of RRES-SWRC representing the University of California for the
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), sent a letter to you identifying the laboratory’s
understanding of when a Professional Engineer’s Certification is required for the various drawings that
are submitted in a RCRA Part B Permit Application. In Mr. Bacigalupa’s letter the requirements for
such certifications were identified, as needed “...in certain circumstances (i.e., as called out in the
specific information requirement regulations) where a technical need exists to demonstrate compliance
with explicit requirements”.

You and I participated in a subsequent phone conversation. In that conversation we discussed Mr.
Bacigalupa’s letter. You said you concurred that a Professional Engineer’s Certification was not
needed for all drawings being submitted by LANL. You said that you felt it would be necessary to
provide such certifications for certain treatment units, tanks and other equipment identified in the
regulations but that it was not applicable to storage units. LANL is proceeding to complete the
revision of the applications following this guidance.

As an update, LANL, as a result of the recent inspection and subsequent questions raised by Steve
Pullen of the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) regarding the Waste Analysis Plan, is
proceeding to make some improvements to that plan. Also other changes are required in order to
maintain compliance with WIPP requirements. LANL projects that all of the components, the General
Part B, TA-16, TA-54 and TA-55 (TA-50 is already at NMED), will be submitted by August 22, 2003.
During the interim LANL would like to meet with you to discuss the process for submitting the TA-55
Vitrification Unit information. Since this is a new unit it requires prior approval by NMED a permit
must be obtained prior to the start of construction.

If you should have any questions concerning this table please call me at (505) 667-0633 or e-mail me
at jee@lanl.gov.
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