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~4~:.st~te will not sub~it to 
~jldJiqi)fextortion~''i Rich- . .,, ,,,,, , .. 
!ir.Q~o~~s@'iq; issuing a Yelled : . • •· · What It's abollt: ln. November 2002;.tl\e,~tetor:i ck other DOE ini- : issued a 91eanup order to Los 
~~\'~~ .~ttWJ,PP if the jlgency ; : in~ years ·qf.~Qr)<;a~ little ·progress ponsJao·;.rc:-:~;;:..,.~,·t;rtne$n~t-;come around. ''lf.they . ·· s~1d the o~ere.stabhshes enforceable!·~~~ · ·b' : f'~.,;;·~~~:er.~~~Pt·'. · ·• ·j;;" h dball_>.T_· . · n : •: w111 finally':flove the pre .. 4\ ... o:q~o.,.\l!~u,~.,,<I~""Y'I,)~,ll~Y,. ar -~~~ ca : the U.S;,Qepalt{nent 

lilirdb~. ::' ·i- ·. : ·.overhauling jts -cle~_nup program unougn9~ . tf-:, the ~olluU9n ·~at ~ DOE chaUerged the' state's authority to issll 
lS -located m 26,maJor : '·In federal' court, issUing its own •accelerated r.l~>.;>~nun-·-rvrm ~----:""~--.,....,..... ·- .. . .. . . . . . ,.. , . .. , . dumps; . where the lab : ' Mixed Urwith t!Je jurisdictfonc;tLc · .. -·· · · 'the . lack ·of an agreement' on>:· bUI:iec,f nu'cf~r and hazardous : · . regarding th~ regulation of nuclear. 

•· By JEFF TOLL~FSON .. 
·. The New Mexic~n. · . 

Gov. · B.iU Richards~~·· on:· the ·a~ericy's pr~posed c~e~up} lxlaterials d¢"ip.g six decades ; . ,·:.~hich are.qtten m~~ together al"Los AlamoaiStatea Wednesclaf f:tCCU~ed the U.S.· . ~oals:· The. ener~y· depart~~n:t,: of res.earch .. ·0n the nuclear : •: late haza~u,s mate~al~ u~der federal Department. ·.of Energy. of 18 ;l:llsp wit~d:mg~$§J ·.~QJ\,q;,stQc;~Ue~ ::,~;i; ~ . • .• ~· • • ~II under the sole junsd1ct1o.n of the . . . .. . . . - ··· ~' · ............ ·ld" b f · ,, k<> 1 ·b' · ·. · .. ·.· · ·, .. ·c·· ... · · f ·, . • .. Whatcouldhappen.next. The,statehasa.nnou~~fili exto~oq ~~ . .r Wl'r=.•O mg a out . ro~·-~·f'?.: ~~~. ,.$ ~-w~t~~~-ag. ~~ .. · .. };<:i·· .. o,nt~~-.~t_.~on rom v~n- ; ·_·abandoning ~gotiations with ~OE regardi~g ·the_·~~-: .,~:· . $43 million from a cleanup. pro- . roeJJt,prpgt;m:n. w~ch;:lyu}glt;JS.·; .OUSt ,.a~tiYl~E)S, from .tes.tlng : . . The two entities could end up m court-orde~ed m~a prr · gram at . Los Alamos N at10nal_ . nucl~r-w~ste ·: · shlp.pJ.ep~s .; to.> -~~J9Sl\Te.s . Jo,, the releas~. of · ... protracted legal battle. State .officials also s~y they-coukt"'~c;.,~ Laboratory. · . · . the Waste Isolation PiloVPlant . , < . · · '. ; ~nother c~,am.ip or(:ler. or break the currentt;>rtf~>r:iritt\Sm The ·. · g-~~ernor, . ~ho . ~nee_'· -~lsb~,d,, :.; .. ·•. · · · · , . ·,;!,'/, ~le~s~ •. :~.~~ LANL, Page A-4 : pieces co~~~~ ~~cific areas. 
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in which a customer could pick 
up the cigarettes or tobaceo 
products without the assistance 
of the retailer. · 
--, • Limit access to some 
credit-card information to help 
prevent theft of identity. The 
new law requires that credit-card 
receipts not contain more than 
five numbers from cardholders' 
account numbers, and it says 
businesses that request Social 
Security numbers from their 
customers must adopt policies 
that limit employees' access to 
them. 

• Require certain companies 
to offer health insurance to their 
workers in order to become eli­
gible fpr industry-revenue bonds 
or in-f)lant training money. 
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waste water, is also present 
in canyons and on mesa tops 
throughout the 43-square-mile 
facility. One of the state's 
primary fears is long-term 
contamination of groundwa­
ter, which has already been 
documented in some areas. 

Richardson commended U.S. 
Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M., 
for requesting congressional 
hearings to look at DOE's 
cleanup program. Those hear­
ings could take· place as early 
as January or February. 

"Unfortunately, DOE has 
recently adopted a policy of 
relaxing ... cleanup plans to 
accelerate schedules and save 
money," Bingaman said in a 
prepared statement on Wednes­
day. "I don't think that policy 
has worked for New Mexico." 

DOE and the state have 
been locked in negotiations 
since last November, when the 

<._<state '.issued a cle;;mup order 
detailing investigations and 
cleanup schedules at LANL. 
The lab filed several lawsuits 
challenging that order, while 
proposing its own program as 
part of an initiative to accel­
erate cleanup throughout the 
nation's nuclear complex. 

Spokesman Joe Davis said 
DOE has maintained what it 
considers "baseline funding" 
for cleanup at Los Alamos. The 
$43 million would come from a 
separate account in the cleanup 
budget, established. by Con­
gress in 2002 to fund acceler­
ated cleanup programs, he said. 

Realtors. About a half-dozen 
states keep sales information 
n"n.uid<>d tn the llOVernment 

The additional money would 
pay for the agency's plan to 
complete cleanup activities at 
Los Alamos by 2015, knocking 
15 years off of the previous 
schedule, but the state has 
not signed off on the proposal, 

Erin Galletta/The New Mexican Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry listens Wednesday morning to Gov. Bill Richardson's statement about the U.S. Department of Energy's plan to withhold $42 million for LANL cleanup. 
~J.; 

Davis said. 
·~we put a system in place, 

and.,.G9pgress approved it," he 
said. ~~Until we get an agree­
ment, we are not releasing 
the money. We can't treat the 
state of New Mexico any dif­
ferent than any other state." 

State regulators say DOE has 
given them little choice in the 
matter: The lab's accelerated 
cleanup program translates 
into no cleanup whatsoever. 

If DOE has its way, "not 
a single thing is going to be 
cleaned up," James Bearzi, 
the state Environment 
Department's lead negotiator 
on the issue, said during an 
interview Wednesday. Bearzi 
said the lab's 17-page cleanup 
plan doesn't contemplate 
cleanup. Sixty years worth of 
hazardous and nuclear waste 

would be left in place and 
monitored. 

Environment Department 
Secretary Ron Curry said 
the state has reached various 
agreements during the nego­
tiations, only to have them 
shot down by DOE officials 
in Washington. As a result, 
Curry announced last week 
that he plans to abandon those 
negotiations, putting the issue 
back in the courts. 

"We believe that the state 
of New Mexico deserves a 
very prescriptive and intense 
cleanup order at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory," he said. 

The Natural Resources 
Defense Council, a national 
nonprofit environmental group, 
applauded Richardson and the 
Environment Department for 
standing up to DOE. Staff attor-

ney Geoff Fettus said DOE is 
using cleanup funding as lever~ 
age to get states to lower their 
cleanup standards. 

"It's a bribe, for all intents 
and purposes," Fettus said. 
"It's encouraging to see the 
state of New Mexico stand 
firm and not succumb to this." 

Los Alamos lab spokes­
woman Linn Tytler noted the 
Environment Department, 
under former secretary Pete 
Maggiore, signed an initial 
agreement regarding the 
accelerated cleanup proposal 
in 2002. The department 
changed its stance under the 
new administration, she said. 

"We will continue to do 
what we can, but the with­
holding of funds is setting 
back our ability to meet that 
2015 deadline," Tytler said. 


