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waste water, is also present
in canyons and on mesa tops
throughout the 43-square-mile
facility. One of the state’s
primary fears is long-term
contamination of groundwa-
ter, which has already been
documented in some areas.
Richardson commended U.S.
Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M.,
for requesting congressional
hearings to look at DOE’s
cleanup program. Those hear-
ings could take place as early
as January or February.
“Unfortunately, DOE has
recently adopted a policy of
relaxing .. cleanup plans to
accelerate schedules and save
money,”. Bingaman said in a
prepared statement on Wednes-
day. “I don’t think that policy
has worked for New Mexico.”
DOE and the state have
been locked in negotiations

-~ since last November, when the
.State issued a cleanup order

detailing investigations and
cleanup schedules at LANL.
The lab filed several lawsuits
challenging that order, while
proposing its own program as
part of an initiative to accel-
erate cleanup throughout the
nation’s nuclear complex.
Spokesman Joe Davis said
DOE has maintained what it
considers “baseline funding”
for cleanup at Los Alamos. The
$43 million would come from a
separate account in the cleanup
budget, established. by Con-
gress in 2002 to fund acceler-
ated cleanup programs, he said.
The additional money would
pay for the agency’s plan to
complete cleanup activities at
Los Alamos by 2015, knocking
15 years off of the previous
schedule, but the state has
not signed off on the proposal,

Environment Department Secreta
statement about the U.S. Depart

Davis said. , :

‘‘We put a system in place,
and Gongress approved it,” he
said. “Until we get an agree-
ment, we are not releasing
the money. We can’t treat the
state of New Mexico any dif-
ferent than any other state.”

State regulators say DOE has
given them little choice in the
matter: The lab’s accelerated
cleanup program translates
into no cleanup whatsoever.

If DOE has its way, “not
a single thing is going to be
cleaned up,” James Bearzi,
the state Environment
Department’s lead negotiator
on the issue, said during an
interview Wednesday. Bearzi
said the lab’s 17-page cleanup
plan doesn’t contemplate
cleanup. Sixty years worth of
hazardous and nuclear waste

would be left in place and
monitored.

Environment Department
Secretary Ron Curry said
the state has reached various
agreements during the nego-
tiations, only to have them
shot down by DOE officials
in Washington. As a result,
Curry announced last week
that he plans to abandon those
negotiations, putting the issue
back in the courts.

“We believe that the state
of New Mexico deserves a
very prescriptive and intense
cleanup order at Los Alamos
National Laboratory,” he said.

The Natural Resources
Defense Council, a national
nonprofit environmental group,
applauded Richardson and the
Environment Department for
standing up to DOE. Staff attor-

Erin Galletta/The New Mexican

ry Ron Curry listens Wednesday morning to Gov. Bill Richardson’s
ment of Energy’s plan to withhold $42 million for LANL cleanup.

ney Geoff Fettus said DOE is
using cleanup funding as lever-
age to get states to lower their
cleanup standards.

“It’s a bribe, for all intents
and purposes,” Fettus said.
“It’s encouraging to see the
state of New Mexico stand
firm and not succumb to this.”

Los Alamos lab spokes-
woman Linn Tytler noted the
Environment Department,
under former secretary Pete
Maggiore, signed an initial
agreement regarding the
accelerated cleanup proposal
in 2002. The department
changed its stance under the
new administration, she said.

“We will continue to do
what we can, but the with-
holding of funds is setting
back our ability to meet that
2015 deadline,” Tytler said.




