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The state Environment 
Department is . scheduled to 
release its draft environmental 
corrective action order today, 
nearly six .. months after Sen. 
Pete Domenici, R·N.M., and 
Gov. · Bill .. Richardson 
announced in· March tliat a 
cleanup agreement had been 
reached for Los Alamos Nation­
al Laboratory'~ ~ ha.zatdous. afitl 
nuclear waste. 

"All outstanding cleanup 
issues between the state and 
the Department of Energy have I 

been resolved," lHchardsotf 
said at the time. · · 

That agreement resolved · a 
16-month deadlock between the 
state, LANL, the Department of • 
Energy and the University of. . 
California, which operates the 
laboratory. · 

The agreement in document 
form was supposed to be 
released and available for pub­
lic comment in May. But its 
release was delayed until now 
because the state and Environ­
mental Protection Agency 
were trying to negotiate state 
oversight of surface water pol­
lution, Which is currently regu­
lated by the EPA regional 
office in Dallas. 

"We decided to go ahead with 
this draft order and work on 
that later," NMED spokesman 
Jon Goldstein said. 

He said th~ state hopes to 
have full surface water over­
sight authority by 20Q6. 

The public has 30 days to 
comment on the draft correc­
tive action order, which; Gold­
stein said is a "hugeh docu• 
ment. ' 

'We support the corrective 
action order, but we regard it as 
just the first step toward arriv­
ing at state mandated cleanup," 
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welcomed Lt. Gov. Diane Den­
ish and Rep. Toni Udall, D­
N~M., to tour the house 'fuesday 
that will soon be ' her · Pinon 
Ttails home tinder ail afford­
able housing · purchase pro-
gram.. . . . . 

But their shoes had to go. 
"Can you take ydtir shoes off? 

'this is going to M i:i1y~ hOuse/' 
Kline called out as Den.ish and 
tJ dall prepared tel cut a red rib" 
bart Strung acrqss ·he~ soon-to-
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other officials marking the 
future. construction . of 121 
houses at Pinon Trails, iriclud~ 
ing 50 affordably priced 
homes, happily con1plied with 

· Kline's house-proud request 
.. The ribbon-cut:~ing c.elebrat­
ed the, . completion of Pinon 
Trails'. first phase, which· Will 
include about i6 houses. 

The proje~:<t Was begun years 
ago by Lbs AJb.ll1bS ,Sdiools offi­
cials ·whO wanted affordable 
hou$ihg for teachers and bther 
school workers. ' · 

The. Los Alamos housing 
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Rock,· sold nearly 25 acres to 
Lbs Alamos Housing Partner" 
ship Inc.; a nonprofit organiza• 
tion, to eventually · provide 
affordable homes for employ­
ees, said the · · partnership's 
president, Jeruuiette Vigil :aar­
ras. 

"Affordable housing has. 
. always been an issue, at least 
for the last 20 or 30 years," Bar­
ras said before the ceremony. 

The school district had set. 
aside the property for a future 
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