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Re: Transfer of Permit Request and Request for Class Determination to the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (EPA ID No. 
NM0890010515) 

Dear Messrs. Wilmot and Kuckock: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) has received the National Nuclear Security 
Administration's (NNSA's) February 24, 2006letter regarding the proposed transfer of the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (Permit) from the 
University of California (UC), the current co-operator, to Los Alamos National Security, LLC 
(LANS). It is our understanding that LANS will take over management and operation at LANL 
on June 1, 2006. 

As you stated in your letter, the regulations at 20.4.1.900 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR § 
270.40(b)) require a permittee to submit a Class 1 permit modification request (PMR) to NMED 
no later than 90 days prior to the scheduled change. The NMED agrees to extend the March 6, 
2006 deadline until the Department resolved the class determination issue. 

NNSA and UC (the Permittees) must submit a Class 1 PMR in accordance with 20.4.1.900 
NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR §270.40(b)), which identifies the new operator and makes the 
necessary changes in the Part A, contingency plan, personnel training and other applicable 
sections of the current Permit to incorporate the changes necessitated by the change in operator. 
A written agreement containing a specific date for transfer of Permit responsibilities between the 
current Permittees and the new operator must also be submitted with the Class 1 PMR. This 
PMR must be submitted to the NMED no later than April17, 2006. This submittal date will 
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allow the NMED to incorporate the relevant details of the operator change into the upcoming 
draft permit. The Class 1 PMR will not become effective until the NMED approves the permit 
modification in writing. 

LANL must also file a permit applicant disclosure statement for the new operator as required by 
§74-4-4.7 of the New Mexico Hazardous Waste Act on June 1, 2006. The necessary forms are 
attached to this letter. 

As NMED has discussed with UC staff on February 21, 2006, the upcoming change in the 
operator at LANL from the UC to a for-profit corporation will subject LANL to the financial 
assurance requirements in 20.4.1.500 and 20.4.1.600 NMAC (incorporating 40 CFR §264 
Subpart H and §265 Subpart H). The Permittees must submit a Class 3 PMR, which includes 
detailed closure plans and closure cost estimates for each permitted unit and interim status unit 
that LANL intends to seek a permit for in the future and a financial assurance mechanism 
consistent with 40 CFR §§264.143 and §265.143, to NMED by September 6, 2006. 

If you have any questions please contact Kate Lynnes of my staff at 505-428-2556. 

Sincerely, 

Jls~B~· 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 

cc: J. Kieling, NMED HWB 
K. Lynnes, NMED HWB 
D. Cobrain, NMED HWB 
C. deSaillan, NMED OGC 
J. Ellvinger, LANL RRES-SWRC, MS K490 
G. Turner, DOE LASO, MS A316 
File: LANL 2006 and Reading 


