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January 9th
, 2008 

Mr. Donald Winchell, Manager 

,; 

Northern New Mexico 
Citizens' Advisory Board 

A U.S. Department ofEnergy Site-Specific Advisory Board 
1660 Old Pecos Trail, Suite B, Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Phone: 505.989.1662 or 1.800.218.5942 
Fax: 505.989.1752 www.nnmcab.org 

JAN 1 4 2008 
Department of Energy, Los Alamos Site Office 

528 35th Street 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 


Dear Mr. Winchell, 

Re: Comments on Draft RCRA Permit Proposed by NMED for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

The Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board (NNMCAB) has prepared comments on the New 
Mexico Environment Department (NMED) draft Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). Please find our comments below: 

I) 	 Closure provisions in the draft permit for MDA-G and other MDAs must be coordinated with the 
Consent Order. RCRA provisions for detection monitoring of groundwater need to be strictly 
implemented at each MDA (both up gradient and down gradient of each facility). Volatile organic 
chemical (VOC) and radionuclide contamination in the vadose zone should be fully characterized as 
to rate of migration and extent of contamination so that appropriate remedial measures may be 
selected and implemented. 

2) 	 Closure, Post-Closure Care and Long-Term Monitoring under RCRA permit need to be integrated 
with Long-Term Stewardship under DOE requirements for MDAs. All aspects of Post-Closure 
Care, Long-Term Monitoring and Long-Term Stewardship need to be integrated into the decision 
for the remedy selection at each MDA. 

3) 	 The NNMCAB observes that NMED requires Financial Assurance under the draft RCRA permit. 
The NNMCAB recommends that estimates of full life-cyc1e costs be prepared including closure, 
post-closure care, long-term monitoring and Long-Term Stewardship for each MDA. 

4) 	 The Permittees are required to provide the Department with a written report for noncompliance. The 
NNMCAB recommends NMED require simultaneous reporting to the Information Repository for 
noncompliance incidences. 

5) 	 The NNMCAB observes that Section 1.12 requires development and execution of a Community 
Relations Plan. Consultation on the development of the Plan should be extended to Local 
Governments in the area. 

6) 	 A provision in the Permit (1.12) calls for electronic notification of interested parties concerning 
actions identified in this Permit requiring e-mail notification. The actions requiring this type of 
notification should be clearly identified in the permit. 

1. D. Campbell, Ph.D., P.E. 
Chair, NNMCAB 
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Cc: 
James Bearzi, Chief, Hazardous Waste Bureau, NMED 
John Kieling, NMED 
George Rael, DOEILASO 
Sue Stiger, LANS 
Steve Pullen, NMED 
Christina Houston, DDFO 
Menice Santistevan, Executive Director, NNMCAB 
CAB File 
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