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Date: ~ 121 ().g;fo JEJ ENTERED 

John E. Kie1ing;. Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: johil.kieling@state.nm.us 

Dear Mr. Kie1ing: 

I make the following public comments about the February 2, 2010 revised draft Hazardous 
Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of 
Energy (DOE) and LANT... to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 
lO-year permit. 

1.- I support the NMED denial of LANL's permit applications for the open air burning 
of hazardous waste. LANL has been on notice for more than 21 years that the public does not 
want them to use our air for disposal of hazardous waste. If DOEjLANL needs to continue to 
burn hazardous waste, there are alternatives, including confined burn facilities that are 
designed to capture the emissions. Any permit fo1' confined burned facilities must include 
limits on the amount and types of waste to be burned, as wen as the frequency. 

I support NMED requiringDOF/LANL to install confined bwn facilities before the permit is 
finalized as an alternative to open burning. The permit must include limits as to the type 
and amount of waste and the frequency of the bums. . 

2. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful, and Continuous. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued enhanced public participation requirements for 
early, often, meaningful... and continuous contact with the public about the cleanup of the 
LANL dumpsites. The 25 dumps contain "legacy waste," which are dangerous mixtures of 
wastes contaminated with chemicals and radiation. NMED.1 DOE and LANL have been lax in 
fuHilling the pubJic participation requirements, such as holding public meetings on a regular 
basis~ providing documents, and informing the public of opportunities for input into dedsion­
making processes. 

The permit must include prescriptive requirements for NMED and DOF/LANL to provide 
enhanced participation as required by EPA for early, often, continuous, and meaningful 
contact with the pUblic about both the Compliance Order on Consent (Consent Order) and 
the Final LANL Permit. 

3. DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where permit 
documents are readily available to the public. NMED is only requiring LANL to create a virtual 
(electronic) repository. Previous drafts of the permit required both a virtual and physical 
repository . EPA supports a physical Information Repository. 

As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
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physical Information Repository in the Espaiiola Valley, as well as a virtual (electronic) 
version before the permit is finalized. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 
years; serious defidencies in the OOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division 
have been found by several government auditing agencies; including the DOE Inspector 
General, the Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety 
Board. The reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro 
Grande Fire of 2000. The new reports describe the ongoing failure to prOvide fire protection. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue hazardous waste operations without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report 
described. a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. It identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of 1he seismic hazard and made recommendations for further field studies. It also 
identified 1he faillU'e of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. 
The current network consists of uncalibrated seismometers at only three locations. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue hazardous waste operations without the 
necessary field studies and without a reliable network of seismometers. NMED must 
conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of these seismic reviews before the 
permit is finalized. . 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL and its contractor do not want to 
provide the financial documents to ensure that funding is available to cleanup the contaminated. 
facilities at LANL when they are done using them. 

I support NMED requirements in the revised draft permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of 
the financial assurance requirements for each of the 24 hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely. 

Address: 

~: ------------------------------------------------------------­



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los A1amos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. J<ieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National LaboratOty (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive. 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, tl'enches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the IIregulated Wlits:' Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ... ," p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to instan wells drilled only with air, 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "deanup/' in an effident and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north~ to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at T A-54 ...." p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install weDs drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective actioI\ or /Icleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.Ideling@state.nm..us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espai'tola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, Hand L, at Technical Area 54 (fA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or IIcleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

SinCerelYr&~ . 

Name: 

mailto:john.Ideling@state.nm


John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieJing@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espai'l.ola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, l1UU'ling from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau OUef of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

Ii • •• groundwater contamination has aheady been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p. 62 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is t:i.me to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary- information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup/' in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laooratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espaf\ola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for th.e area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north,. to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and. shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Teclmical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

1/ ••• groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup/' in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, conecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

mailto:john.kieling@state.nm.us


John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
~dousWasw Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of gyoundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espai\ola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola 'Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of gyoundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the LLregulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" .•. groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA..s4 ...." p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wellB drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or fJcleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 
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Date: cr8 c;:/o 
John E. Kieling, Pl'ogram Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kielinS@St.ate.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. KieJing: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LAm). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espai\ola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteol 

to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive; 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, Hand L, at Technical Area 54 (fA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi., Bureau Ori.ef of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

Ii ••• groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL d:ischatges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells mWit be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or IIcleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Name; 
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Date: 	 C~iW 3o, 20,0 
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John E. KieHng, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East. Building 1 
Santa Fe. New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains. n.uming from Tres Piedras, to the north. to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive. 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the liregulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

u ••• groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get bw::k to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action" or Ifcleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments, 

Sincerely, 

Name: 
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Date: ___________ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espafiola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sale drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the -volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, Hand L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groWldwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 .,. ," p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely,1I,t//,t:4£ 
Name: ~/; /0 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. IGeling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units:' Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contanrination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or IIcleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is tmreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

mailto:john.kieling@state.nm.us
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espafiola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espa:fiola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 ...." p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, I}~-5~~ 
Name: 

mailto:john.kieling@state.nm.us


Date: ~"2... J 2.--d / {7 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and repre5entative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Buteau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at T A-54 ....If p. 62 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to deted contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East. Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505--6303 
E-mail: johnkie1ing@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit [or Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet o[ radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groWldwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance grotmdwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (TA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearn, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

".,. groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 .. ,," p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These weIls must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LAm has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the volcanic tuff. The 
LANL groundwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particularly concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (fA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

" ... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 , ..." p.62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the Rio Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or ildeanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wells, collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: johnkieling@state.n.m.us 

Re: 	 Lack of Groundwater Protection Requirements in Proposed Hazardous Waste Permit 
for Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Dear Mr. Kieling; 

I provide the following public comments about the lack of groundwater protection requirements in 
the proposed Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated the Espanola Basin as a sole source 
aquifer, meaning that the Espanola Basin is the sole drinking water source for the area between the 
Jemez and Sangre de Cristo Mo\U1tains, running from Tres Piedras, to the north, to almost Galisteo, 
to the south. 

Since operations began in 1943, LANL has buried over 21 million cubic feet of radioactive, 
hazardous and toxic wastes in unlined pits, trenches and shafts dug into the vokanic tuff. The 
LANL gro\U1dwater monitoring network has been under development since 1998 and has yet to 
provide reliable and representative samples of groundwater from the regional aquifer. 

I am particulady concerned about the lack of detection and compliance groundwater monitoring 
for the "regulated units," Areas G, H and L, at Technical Area 54 (fA-54). I quote the March 19, 
2010 written testimony by James Bearzi, Bureau Chief of the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau: 

"... groundwater contamination has already been detected beneath the regulated 
units at TA-54 . ...ff p. 62. 

Groundwater beneath LANL discharges to the springs at the Rio Grande. Albuquerque residents 
are already drinking water from the RiQ Grande and Santa Fe residents will begin next spring. 

It is time to get back to basics. NMED must require LANL to install wells drilled only with air. 
These wells must be able to detect contamination and provide the necessary information in order 
to implement corrective action, or "cleanup," in an efficient and cost effective manner. Already too 
much taxpayer money has been wasted drilling defective wellsf collecting and analyzing samples 
from defective wells and reporting data to the public that is unreliable. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 
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