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Mr. Cobrain is currently a Staff Manager with the Permits Management Program of the 

Hazardous Waste Bureau (HWB) of the New Mexico Environment Department. Mr. 

Cobrain is the manager of staff that oversees permitting and corrective action at ten 

RCRA-regulated U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Department of Defense and privately 

owned facilities in New Mexico. Mr. Cobrain is a registered professional geologist 

(Oregon and Wyoming) with I 0 years experience in environmental consulting prior to 

joining HWB. He has extensive experience conducting environmental field 

investigations at industrial and commercial sites including implementation of subsurface 

investigations, aquifer and remediation system testing and completion and monitoring of 

remediation activities. His work as a project manager for environmental consulting firms 

included proposal and bid specification preparation, project planning and 

implementation, and budget management on environmental assessment and remediation 

projects that included investigation, closure, demolition and monitoring activities. Mr. 

Cobrain has conducted evaluations of remedial altematives in accordance with EPA and 

state re,quirements for remedy selection and provided representation for clients with 

regulatory agencies. He has been a member of the HWB staff for eleven years. His 

current duties include preparation, issuance and enforcement of RCRA pennits and 

compliance orders and oversight of corrective action activities at RCRA-regulated 

facilities. His responsibilities include directing regulated facilities in implementation of 

corrective action to achieve compliance with New Mexico Environment Department 

regulations prescribed in permits and orders. Mr. Cobrain obtained a bachelor's degree 

from Utah State University and a master's degree in geology from the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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