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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to provide requirements for treatment of waste by the waste 
generator.  This document is managed and owned by the Associate Directorate Environment, Safety 
and Health and provides instructions on the applicability of the requirement. 

1.1 Purpose 

This procedure summarizes the requirements in 40 CFR §262.34, 40 CFR §264.1(g)(6), 40 CFR 
§260.10 and 40 CFR §264.1(g)(10), 40 CFR §270.1 (c)(2)(vii) and 40 CFR §264.314. 

1.2 Scope 

This document applies to any LANL employee, contractor, or sub-contractor who has been identified 
as a waste generator. 

2.0 PRECAUTIONS AND LIMITATIONS 

This procedure cannot establish new requirements; it may only summarize the requirements in 
federal/state statutes/regulations/permits, DOE Orders, and authorized Laboratory policies. 

NOTE:  A Hazardous Waste Treatment Report Form (WTRF) must be approved by EPC-CP before any 
treatment can occur. 

3.0 REQUIREMENTS 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has consistently interpreted its regulations to allow 
generators to treat hazardous waste in their accumulation tanks and containers, without obtaining a 
permit or having interim status. Examples of treatment that may be conducted in accumulation 
tanks and containers include neutralization, precipitation of heavy metals from solutions, and 
oxidation/reduction reactions. 

NOTE:  Treatment is any method, technique, or process, including, neutralization, designed to 
change the physical, chemical, or biological character or composition of any hazardous waste so as 
to neutralize such waste, or so as to recover energy or material resources from the waste, or so as 
to render such waste non-hazardous, or less hazardous; safer to transport, store, or dispose of; or 
amenable for recovery, amendable for storage, or reduced in volume. 

In the January 12, 1981, Federal Register (46 FR 2806-2808) [RO 14618], the preamble discussed the 
relationship between storage, treatment and disposal. It was noted that treatment is allowed at a 
permitted facility without affecting that facility’s regulatory status. It was also stated that treatment 
activities similarly do not change the regulatory status of generators when it is performed in the 
generator’s accumulation areas. 

The provisions of 40 CFR §262.34(a) and (d) for large and small generators require that generators 
comply with most of the technical standards for containers (40 CFR §265 Subpart I) and tanks (40 
CFR §265 Subpart J) with which an interim status storage facility would have to comply. Generators 



Treatment by the Waste 
Generator 

No:  ADESH-AP-TOOL-906 Page 5 of 6 

Revision: 0 Effective Date:  02/24/2016 

 

This document has been DC reviewed and is unclassified. 

 

are to comply with all of the provisions for treatment, storage and disposal facilities except the 
financial responsibility, closure/post-closure and corrective action regulations. 

The EPA has specifically stated that because treatment often renders waste less hazardous, or more 
amenable for further treatment, recycling, or shipment off site, the discouragement of these 
practices by requiring generators to obtain a permit for on-site treatment would be 
counterproductive. 

NOTE:  A waste generator is defined as “any person, by site, whose act or process produces 
hazardous waste...” (40 CFR. 260.10). 

Treatment by the Waste Generator can be conducted in a < 90 day accumulation area provided they 
are compliant with all applicable provisions in 40 CFR 262.34. The following conditions must be met 
before treatment can occur: 

Treatment must be conducted in tank or container. 

Treatment must take place in a < 90 day accumulation area see ADESH-AP-TOOL-209 and 
must be in compliance with 40 CFR 265, Subparts, I, J, W and/or DD. 

Complete and submit a RCRA WTRC (Hazardous Waste Treatment Report Form) to Geri 
Martinez, geri@lanl.gov before any hazardous waste is treated. The WTRF must be 
approved by EPC-CP before treatment can occur. The WTRF must be submitted annually to 
EPC-CP for approval. 

A Waste Analysis Plan (WAP) must be completed and implemented when treating to meet 
Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) treatment standards.  The WAP must include detailed 
chemical and physical analysis of a representative sample of the prohibited waste(s) being 
treated and contain all the information required to treat the waste(s). 

Call 7-6259 to determine if a waste analysis plan (WAP) must be submitted. EPC-CP can also 
provide you with a sample WAP. 

Ensure the waste to be treated is compatible with the container/tank.  For more information 
on compatibly see ADESH-AP-TOOL-111, “Waste Characterization.” 

An example of waste generator treatment is Elementary Neutralization see ADESH-AP-Tool-901. 

Note: Thermal treatment cannot be conducted by a waste generator a permit is required for 
that type of treatment. 

3.1 Characterization 

See ADESH-AP-TOOL-111, “Waste Characterization.” 

4.0 DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS 

N/A 
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5.0 RECORDS 

Records generated by this document will be submitted for records management in accordance with 
P1020-1, Laboratory Records Management and if applicable, with the ADESH-AP-006, Records 
Management Plan.  

WTRFs and WAPs will be maintained by the generator for three years. 

6.0 TRAINING 

See Waste Management Procedure P409, Section 6.0. 

7.0 REFERENCES 

40 CFR 260 through 264 

8.0 ATTACHMENTS OR APPENDICES 

N/A 

 


