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Accurat. e.tlmate. of hazardous 
wa.t••ite remedial r••pon.e. ar. 
important in ord.r to: (1) budget the 
Sup.rfund R••pon.. Fund, (2) e.ti· 
mate costa at .Peclflc .It••, (3) co.t· 
effectively ..Iect remedial action., and 
(4) effectiv.ly negotiate with private 
re.pon.. partie. for prlvat. action or 
cost recovery, Unfortunately, .tandard 
• ngin.erlng co.tlng methodologi.s 
have been relatlv.ly inaccurat. In 
••timating actual r ••pon.. coats. This 
i. primarily due to the unlquene•• of 
the .it. probl.m. and the uncert.intle. 
in ev.ntual .ffectivene.. of the 
r..pon•••. 

Th. purpo.. of the full document i. 
to r.cord and an.lyze the actual 
exp.n... Incurred during the r.medlal 
respon... for ..v.n major typ.. of 
engln..ring technologie.. Th. cost 
document.d ar. the • 'bottomline" 
numb.r••howlng the ultlmat. cost of 
the r••pon•••. Th. date .upporting the 
comp.ndlum i. d.riv.d for a ••rles of 
31 ca.e .tudi•• of actu.1 hazardous 
wa.te r.m.dlal r••pon.... The full 
report also Inv••tlgat•• the dlverg.nce 
between actual remedial costs and 
..timat.s from .xi.ting .ngin••ring 
cost m.thodologi... In addition. the 
compendium U.ts the major f.ctor. 
that cau•• the co.t.' movement•. 
aecause of the scop. of the report 
coverage and the .man umple .iz., the 
data provld.d ar. to b. viewed a. 
• 'bench marks" for ••timating future 
r.pon.. co.t•. U.ers ar. urged to 
.xamin. the .p.cific ait. condition. 
und.rlylng the rep~rt.d co.ts by con· 

.ultlng the c... .tudie. from which 
the.. e.tlmat•••re d.rlved. 

This Proj.ct Summ.ry w.s d.v.l· 
op.d by EPA '. H.urdou. W••t. 
Engln••rlng R ••••rch Lebor.tory. Cln­
clnn.tl. OH. to .nnounc. k.y finding. 
of the r••••rch proj.ct th.t I. fully 
docum.nt.d in •••per.te r.port ofthe 
same title ' ••e Project Report ord.ring 
Inform.tlon .t b.ck). 

Introduction 
Response cost information is critical to 

several aspects of implementation of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Re­
sponse, Compensation and Liability Act 
of 1980 (CERCLAI. known as Superfund. 
These aspects include: 

• 	 Selecting cost-effective response 
alternatives 

• 	 Oocumenting reasonable costs for 
cost recovery 

• 	 Budgeting for fund balanchlg 

The purpose of the Cost Compendium is 
to summarize existing information for 
these uses. Actual expenditures and 
estimated costs are both given to assem­
ble data from all available sources into 
one data base. The immediate use of this 
centralized source of cost inf{'rmation is 
to provide consistency in various site­
specific costing tasks such as: remedial 
alternative costing as required in the 
Feasibility Study Guidance Document 
(FSGDI. and budgeting or immediate and 
planned removals. The full compendium 
should be viewed as the first installment 
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