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9January 2008 

The Honorable Samuel W. Bodman 
Secretary ci Energy . 
Unhed States Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20685 

RE: Oak R1dge Reservation 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
. . 

Iam writing to express my concerns about the Oak Ridge Reservation and the obligation 
of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to cleanup the a~ea and. to proteCt the heaHh and safety of 
those Tennesseans who live In the vicinity of the facllftles there. Specifically. Ibelieve that OOEIs 
not In compliance wllh TIts Fedsrsl FaC/DIy AglflBment for the Oak Ridge Rsse/VIJUon end the Sits 
Treaiment Plan (or MlxBd WssteB on the U.S. DepaTtment ofEnergy OakRidge Ressrvatlon. In 
my view, Inadequate fLlldlng for the ,Oak Ridge Operations Environmental Management Program 
for FY2007 and FY200Bls the root cause of this problem. . 

Moreover, Iam also ooncerned about DOtls fallul'& to request sufflcktnt funds to achIeve 
compliance w/lh agreed-upon environmental Investigation and remediation adivltles In FY2009 or . 
FY2010. DOE has exacemated this situation by unDateral1y shifting funding away from cleanlJp 
activities to non-cleanupactiyttles at Building 3019 and cessation of work at the East Tennessee 
Technology Park end Oak Ridge National Laboratory cleanup projects. Mr. Secretary, these 
decisions were made wllhout consultation wtlh either the State of Tennessee or the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-a violation of our federal facilities agreements for this 
loCation. . 

I am tumlng directly to you because of the need for DOE to deal In good faith with the 
State of Tennessee and because you have the autho~lty to ensure that lower·level management In 
your agency will demonstrate awillingness and ability to comply wHh existing agreements between 
DOE, the State, and EPA. While these agreements are cooperative In nature, they are also legally 
binding. Historically, when DOE has discussed the need to make changes in proJect schedule or 
scope, In acooperative manner and following the terms of our agreements, the State and EPA 
have worked to accommodate DOE's needs. Unfortunately, DOE has strayed from .thls course, 
has breached lis agreements, and, In some cases, has violated both state and federal Jaws. 
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