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9 January 2008

The Honorable Samuel W, Bodman
Secretary of Energy -

Unlted States Departmant of Energy
1000 Indepandence Avenue, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20585

RE: Ogk Ridgs Resetvation

" Dear Mr, Secretary:

I am writing to express my concems about the Ok Ridge Resarvation and the obligation
of the U.S, Department of Energy (DOE) to cleanup the area and to protect the health and safety of
those Tennesssans who live in the vicinlty of the faclitles there. Specifically, | belisve that DOE Is
not In compliance with The Faderal Facliity Agresment for ihe Oak Ridge Ressrvation and the Site
Treaiment Plan for Mixed Wastes on the U.S. Depariment of Energy Oak Rioge Resarvation. In
my vlew, Inadequate funding for the Oak Ridge Operations Environmental Managemant Program
for FY2007 and FY2008 Is the root causa of this problem.,

Moraover, | am also concemned about DOE’s fallure to request sufficlent funds to achleve
compliance with agresd-upon environmental investigation and remediation activities In FY2008 or -
FY2010, DOE has exacerbated this situation by unilaterally shifting funding away from cleanup
activities to non-cleanup activities at Bullding 3019 and cessation of work at the East Tennessee
Technology Park and Oak Ricdge National Laboratory clsanup projects. Mr. Secrstary, these
dscislons were made without consuttation with elther the State of Tennesses orthe U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)—s violation of our federal faclllﬂes agreements for thls
location.

| am tuming directly to you becauss of the need for DOE to deal in good falth with the
State of Tennessee and because you have the authority to ensure that lower-level managsment in
your agency will demonstrate a wilingness and abllity to comply with existing agresments between
DOE, the State, and EPA. While these agreements are cooperative In nature, they are aiso legally
blnding Historically, whan DOE has discussed fhe need to make changes in project scheduls or
scope, In a cooperative manner and following the terms of our agreements, the State and EPA
have worked to accommodate DOE's needs. Unfortunately, DOE has strayed from this course,
has breached lts agreements, and, In some cases, has violated both state and federal laws.
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Our goal Is to return to the cooperative and negotiated business process that all parties
have followed successfully in the past. However, If DOE continues its current approach, the State
intends to utlize all legal means at its disposal to enforce these agreements and the law. The
State of Tennessse expacts DOE to complete cleanup of the Oak Ridge Reservation by 2016 in
accordance with The Oak Ridge Accelerated Cleanup Plan Agreement signed by the Assistant

Secretary for Environmental Management in 2002,

Therefore, | respectfully request your personal assistance in resolving this serious
shtuation. Ypu can maks the first steps In returning to our past cooperative practices by:

1)  directing DOE to complete the activities as scheduled in our federal facilties -
agreements;

2)  directing DOE to negotlate future environmental activities with the State of
Tennesses and EPA, as required by our federal facilities agresments;

3)  directing DOE to no Ionger unilaterally change project schedules or ceasé agreed-
upon work activities as stipulated in our federal facllitles agreements; and,

4)  requestingthe funds necessary to perform the environmental investigation and
cleanup activities at the Oak Ridge Reservation from Congress as stipulated In our

federal faclities agresments,

Thank you In advance for your careful and favorable consideration of these issues. | am
confident that you shara my desire to protect the health of our citizens and ensure their future well-
being, and | look forward to working closely with you to resolve thesa problems. Please feel free to
contact me directly about this Important matter.

Sincerely,
W) dr—

Phil Bredesen
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The Secretary of Enargy
Washington, DC 20585

‘Rebroary 22, 2008

‘The Honorable Phil Bredesen
Govemor of Tennesses
Nashville, Tennessce 37243-0001

Dear Governor Bredesen:

Thank yoii for your January 9, 2008, letter regarding cleanup of the Oak Ridge

Reservation, The Department of Energy shares your goal of clcaumg up the site
and protesting the health and safety of Tennesseans whilc maintyning world class
ow-up to your
lettor, the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management, James A, Rispoli,
had s very productive conversation on Ji anunry 29 with Mr. Willitn Y'inkston of

your staff,

While overall, Department of Bnergy funding lovels at Oak Ri
relatively stablc over the past several yaars, there have boen somg unanticipatad
and capedially complex technical arid funding challonges associ :
Ridge clcanup, The Deputy Director of the Tennessoe Department of
an:mnment and Conservution and the Managcr ol thy

and outyear planting estimate ranges currently in place for the cle
Oak Ridge. These baselines and their underlying information shquld allow for
meaningfil discusions between the State of Tennessce and the
Energy regarding risk, budget prioritization, and development of & comprebensive

cleanup strategy recognizing available fandipg levels,

If we can be of firther assistance to you or your staff, pleass call
Epifuni, Assistant Secrctary for Congrossional and hmrgovemmc ntal Affairs, at
(202) 586-5450. .

Sincerely,

Samue] W, Bodman

~

@ Ptintes en eapeiod phpy

P.171




