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Energy Departmeht to Seek
t, Permit for an Incinerator
That Burns Plutonium
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<« ByMATTHEWL WALD

2n an agreement long sought by envi-
ronmentalists, the Department of
Enetgy has agreed to submit a plutoni-
fm-burning incinerator at the Rocky

3\ Denver, which processes plutonfum for
N Auclear bomb triggers.

! 3\ The plant may face a crisis in waste

\ dispoeal next month, and the decision

far environmental permits,

\ ahich will close the incinerator for a

i

[ rotection A
Y # issue is whether the ma that
| are supposed 1o be burned and the resi-
due that is retrieved after the burning
s waste or industrial material await-
dng turther processing.
- A permit is certain to face public op-
position and opponents say that it
amight never be granted.
o In a suit filed Monday in Federal
xourt in Denver, the department prom-
4sed not to operate the incinerator
Huntil such time, if any,” as it receives
4 permit under the Resource Conserva-
ion and Recovery.Act, which could be
granted either by the E.P.A. or by Colo-
rado.

= Recycling Material, or Waste?

The department had argued that the
incinerator was not covered by the
Federal act, which seeks to regulate
the handl and disposal of toxic
chemicals, use the incinerator
handled recycled material, not waste,

The department said in October 1988
that it had closed the incinerator be-
cause of environmentai problems in its
aperation. But in an atfidavit used to
obtain a search warrant, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation said it had evi-
dence that the incinerator was oper-

ated surreptitiously.
“ Cathy Kaliniak, a spokeswoman for
Washington,
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