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ROCKY FLATS GE'( .... 
~ MORE REGULA TiuN 
Energy Department to Seek 
~ Permit for an Incinerator 
·' That Burns Plutonium 

ByMATTHEWLWALD 
•·ln an-t ion& oought by envi· 
ronmentallstl, the Department of 
Enei'JY hu oaroed to submit a pluiDnl· 

~!"~~::u ~ = 
OOn by GovemiiM!IIt olfidaiJ. 
9 • But the decision appean to create 
t6dltlonal pn>blema lor the depart· 
Ment In coplna with the buildup a(Jiu. 
o'rdoul wast21 at the site, 18 miles from 
Denver, wblch processes pluiDnlUm lor 
11\>Ciear bomb tri&8•rs. 
'• The plant may lace a crislo In waste 
dispoaa1 nen month, and the decisiiXI 
1a apply 1..- enY!ronmental permiU, 
- will cJooe the lndnen.IDr lor a 
lon& time. seta the staae lor a battle .,.,_ 
~ the department and state and 
llle EnvlroniDt!Dtal Pn>tedlan "-· 
;N. 111ue 11 Wbolhet the materials that 
are~ ID be burDed and tbe resl· 
-that II relrioVod alter the bol'lllnS 
a - ..- tndustrta1 material await· 
dll& l\lrther proceaoln&. 
., A permit II certain ID lace public op­
position and opponeats say that It 
""tght neftr be granted. 
,, In a ou1t flied Monday Ill Federal 
...,rt Ill Dei!Yer, tbe clepartmenl prom· 
-laed not ID operate the lllclllerator 
.~Ill ouch time, If any," u It receives 
,. permit under the R....,rce COnserva· 
<don and Recovery Act, which rould be 
snnted eltber by the E.P .A. or by Colo­
rado. 
~ Roeydbi&Materllo~erW-? 

The department had argued that the 
incinerator was not covered by the 
Federal act, which seeks ID regulate 

~n::~~~ .. ~:nee;:,.: 
handled recycled material, not waste. 

The depanment said m October 1988 
that It had closed the Incinerator IM>-

=::t~~;~m:~w:~~ l~ 
obtalJI a search warran~ the Federal 
Bureau of lnvesngatlon aald It had evi­
dence that the incinerator wu oper· 
ated aurreptltiOUaly. 
' catlly Kaltnlak, a spclteswoman lor 

the Energy Department in Waahlng~Dn, 
said yesterday that tbe department 
had chaJI&ed Its position and cleclded ID 
walt lor the permit "regardlesa of the 

:eCUI.le§&l n!"""" ~...!tsrea~~ 
llld, becauae Eftei'JY Secretary James I 
D. Wattlaa had ... blilhod envlnlnD-

m~m~:~:;:''fur the 
Sierra Club, wblch ft1od the Federal! 
Court ou1t seeking enforcement of envi·: 
ronmental lan at PiaU, said 
aetttn& a two or 
three. _, "R_o,l•t•cmwoo't 
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