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~r, fish.int() .Sa1lta .fe · River 
... 

~ or Into river could ;, . 
;mderstand how to . 
··round flow. ~age .A·2 

:u! controlled l'clcase . 
mount of water that · 
: aquifer wheh the . · 
ugcs ·have been set · 
s along the river for ' 
study . . · · · 

lease into the river 
.1.2 million . gallons, . 
:ird of the current 
ld. . 

:vill .be released 
:k Smith an'd Alto 
;lid. The number of . 

... 

. ~e w~iER, Page ·A;3 
.. ~· r': : . . . .· 

. While putting In a 
· flume to measure 

Sarita Fo River watei 
. flow, Matth~)V Varela, 

. . left; or sana;e de . 
· Crlat~ Water Cb., Amy 

. Lewts; with 'the city of 
· Santa Fe~ left ~nter, 
Felix Lujan, right 
~enter, with the water . 
company, ·and Marlo 
Calabaza with the 
Spnta Fe LOCALS. 
Proeram fill aandbags 
to form a email dam to 
direct the witer . 

. through the ftu'me 
north ·of Camino Real 

; on Tfli.lraday. , · 
. ·. '· .' .. 

Crall! Frltz/Tne New Me~tcan 

cOnCernS·, ·ctinton.: vetoes 
,' GOP tai:-cut bill . .· . . . ~ . . . . 

.. ..... , , ,:~· '· .. ~ .. "· ;• ··.: :~ ·- · ~ ~' . ..·. . '; ·~ ~~~t-:: ~·· . •,,; . . .. 

Riehle Mole 
of Santa Fe 

· catches 
some air as 
he rldea the . 
haH pipe at · 
the Los 
Alamos 
skate park 
on the 
.southern _,_ .. -~ .. : ... 

--- --------·· ...::· ..... 
Knight Ridder New•papers ; .·: __ .:..____ ' .. 

President 
Clinton. WASHINGTON- President 

Clinton Thursday ceremonious­
ly kept his · p1·omise to veto a 
Republican tnx ·cut, clearing 

· the way for a protracted strug­
gle With the Republlcan-9on­
trolled Congress over how to 
spend the federal govern· 
mcnt's money. · 

Cllnton said the $792 billion 
tax cut Congress passed 11t the 
helght of sumq~er was "too big, 
too bloated, places too great a 
burden on America's econo· 
my." But the measure passed 
narrowly in the House and Sen­
ate, leaving no chance that 
GOP lawm~:~kers can muster 
the two-third majority necd.ed 
to override Clinton's veto. . 

Republicans had anticipated 
th,:. ""'tn anA·''""' ,.,.,..,.. ,.~,."'~""" 

Move sets the 
stage for a 
battle with 
Republicans 
over federal 
spending 

are too high, government does· 
n't need the money, so taxp:.y­
ers should get a refund," said 
Rep. Bill Archer, chairmnn of 
tho Bouse Ways &nd Means 
Committee and the principul 
archllect of the tnx cut. 
· ·rhough Clinton and House 
Speaker Dennis liastert, R-Ill., 
suggested that a denl could be 
brokered on a smaller tax cut, 

. the most · pressing issue now 
facing Congress and th!'! Whil~ 

. . 
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~ State .study finds possifJle 
elevated levels of plutonium ..... 
near :LOs .Alamos-area ·Catty on 

By ~ARBARA FERRY 
The New Mexican 

· · P;ellmin~ry results from a new study of. a , 
reet•eatJon {lr~ in.'J;()S Ala~OS SJltlW l~vels'of' 
plut~nl\.m,l ;·~mong . th.l! ·highest .' found· .. · · 
where around Los ·Alamos National Labora­
tory, a state.OfficialBay$. · ·· 

'l'he eontamlnatlon was disCovered in sur­
face soil ln ·a .narrow drainage lea4ing.· into 
Acid. Canyqn, ncar downtown Los Alamos. The 
area; which encompasses about 1,000 feet, Js 
unfenced and is visJt:e<;i by hikers, people walk­
ing dqgs and children playmg. The contomi­
nat~d area is crossed twice by a walking trlill. 

The. lab: transferJ·ed the canyon to Los 
Alamos ~ounty in the' I960s. · · '· 

Steve Yanicak of tho New Mexico Environ-· 
ment . Department said :initial Lest results . 
show levels of plutonit~m significantly high· · 
er than thOse previously detected. · 
' . uwe are espeei~lly concerned because this 
area is accessible to · the public,·~ Yanicak 
said. "Th~ .is not spmething we take lightly/' 

Ray Sisneros, solld~waste ·director for Los 
Alamos: County, said he could not comment on 
the findings' because he had not seen them' yet . 

Yanlcak declined to release the exact test 
resultS, saying that under an agreement with 
the Department of Energy, the DOE. is given 
the opportunity to r~view' thc data first · 

A study by tl)e lab in 1981 found tho maxi­
mum concentration of plutonium in the soU 
to :be 639 picocuries per gnim; rhe study 
concluded that there were no health risks 
tied · ~O the duQtping· of plutonh,tm and other 

.·wastes into the canyon. . _ .. .... :.: .. . ... . 
. The preliminary · findings from · the new. 

study show levels of contamination that are 
signlfioantly higher than that, Yanicak said. · 

By comparison, I..awrCiice Livermore lab in 
Califor~a ~as agreed to clean up plutoni1,1m 
cpntamuiatJOn in concentrations above 10 pic-

, ocuries per gram in ~oil in industrJat areas and 
2.5 picocurie.'l.per gr·an1 in residential and park 
areas, accordmg to Marylia Kelley, director of 
'D'l-ValJey CAREs, a environmental group near 

' Lawrence Livermore National Laborot,ory. The 
cleanup plan follows remediation guidelines : 
established by the U.S. Environmental· Protec­
tion Agency rcgional .office in s~n Francisco. 

A sp·oke.Sman for Los Alamos National Lab­
oratory said that preliminary results can 
turn out to be false. 

"l'he lab has st9pped releasing prelimi­
nary data because on a number of occasions 
the data has latcl' been proved to be wrong," 

taken from a park in Los Alamos initia~ly 
appeared to contain· high · tritium levels, 
Gustafson said. But the findings turned out to 
be from a control sample for tritium, he said. 

"If we hud waited to release (the data) we 
could have spared everyone a round of con­
fusing news stories," Gustafson said. · · 

"Acid Canyon has been researched and 
researched, again and again, and everything 
we know shows it does not present a health 
risk," h~ Sljid. 

nur he added, "the (new> information 
needs to b~ carefully studied to determine If 
there Is any risk to public health. We hope to 
work with the ~1ate to resolve the issue." . said spokesman Jolui Gustafson. 

On one occ<tsion, . preliminary samples . · The director of an ~nvironmental group ·in 
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California that htts p~shcd anot.het 
lub to clean up plutonium in a par~ 
public should be made aware of 1 
ings, even it' they are preliminary. 

"'!'he lab should post infonriati 
whnt they do know so that users of tl 
can make an informed decision abou 
they want w take a risk by walkir: 
said Kelley, di1·ecror 'or 'n'i· Valley C/1 

Yanicak saiu the contamination w 
bly not dctecled ear·licr because ole 
or testing sedirnenls were less refin 
past, the lab tested rnndom samples 
the canyon, taking samples every 1 

Please see CANYO~ , 
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:ate study finds possil?le 
a ted levels of plutonium 
. ~ Los Alamos~area ·Canyon 

By BARBARA FERRY 
The New Mexican 
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iminary rellults from a new study of a . 
diun !l~e!l in l..<ls A.Lamos s):Jowl~vcls'of 
ium .amc;>ng the ·highest found arty• ... • 
ar·ound LOs Alamos National I.abora- . 
~ tate offidahaye. · . ·, . . .. ; 
cont.amination was ~covered .in s'ur­
lil in ·a narrow drainage lCading into 
1111yon, near downtown l.os Alamos. The 
·'hich encompasses about 1,000 teet is 
ud and is v~sitec;l by hikers, people wall(­
.:s and children playing. T~e contanli­
n·~a is t-"Tossed twice by a walking trail. 
lab transferred the ca!lyon to J..os · 

s County In the :1960s. · · · 
t: Yanicak of the New-Mexico Environ-· 
Department said · Initial test . results 
.~vels of plutonium significantly high- : 
• those previously detected. · · 
an~ especially concerned because this 
; accessible. to the ·public," Yanicak 
:'his is not something we tnke lightly." 
:)isneros, solid-waste director for LOs 
· County, said he could not comment on 
.lings because he had not seen them· yet · 

. ;t~k de.cllned t9 release the exact test 
. saying that under an agreement with 
>llMment of Energy, the DOE is given · 
·ortuni~y to.revicw· the data first · . 
! dy by the lab in 1981 found the maxi- -
ancentration of pluton.ium in 'the soil 
i39 ptcocuries per gram . . The study · 

·. led that thBrc were no · health risks · 
the dumping ofplutoriium and other 
into the canyon. . · 
preliminary findings from the new 
,JJOw levels of contamination that are 

. .;antly hi~Jher thanthat, . Yanicak·.said, · ... 
>mparison, Lawrence Livermore Jab in 
nia ~s .agreed to cl~an· up .Plutonium 
.matton m concentrations above 10 pic-

Riehle Mole 
of Santa Fe 

· catches 
some air as 
he rldea the . 
half pipe at 
the Los 
Alamos· 
skate park 
on the 
southe~n 
edge of Acid .. 
Canyon. 
Preliminary 
test results, 
which are 
not 
considered 
conclusive 
by Los 
Alamos · 
National 
Laboratory · 
officials, 
Indicate the 
possibility . 
of elevated . · 
levels of 
plutonium 

· the canyon • 

taken (ron1 a park in Los Alamos initiaUy Caiifor'nia ~hat has pushed another . . [)cr gram in soU in industrial areas and 
~:u1·ies per gram in residential and park 
:·::(~ording to Marylia Kelley, director of 
~ ~ Y CAREs, a environmental group near 
(~ c Livermore National lJthoratory. '!'he 

. appeared to contain high· tl'itium levels, lab to cle~n up plutonium in a park said t 
Gustafson said. But the findings turned out to public should be made aware of new fl 

, plan follows remedia\ion guidelines 
;hed by the U.S. Environmental Protcc~ 
c!IICY regional office in San Francisco. 
·1\c.:sman for Los Alamos National Lab· 
: said that preliminary results can 
: t to be false. . . 

lab has stppped releasing prelim!· 
··tct because on a number of occasions 
,. , has later b~en proved to be wrong," 
., kesman John Gustal'son. 
one occa!lion, preliminary samples 

INSIDE TODAY 

be from a control sample for tritium, he said. . ings, even ·if they arc preliminary. 
· "If we had waited to release (the data) we "The lab should post information 
could have spru·ed everyone a round of con- what they do know so that users of the 
fusing news stories,"·austafson said. · can make an informed decision about 

"Acid Canyon hali been researched and they want to take a, risk by walking ther~," 
re~earched, again and again, and everything · said Kolloy, director of Tri-Valley CAREs. 
we know shows it does not present a health ·. Yanicak said the contHmination was probtt­
risk," he liaid. bly not detected ~arlier because old methods 

But he added, "the (new) information of t~ting sediments were less refined. In the 
needs to be carefully studied to determine if past, the. lab tested random samples of soil 
there is any risk to publi<: h~alth . We hope to th9 canyon, taking samples every 1,000 fQe 

. work .with the state to resolve the i.c;sue." . 
The director of an environmental group in Please see CANYO~, Page 

NASA's ·$125 million Mars 
Ann Landors &.8 Obituaries 11·2 whir.h ,.,A<: nn :• rnio:o:inn t" 
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> steaqy·f!ow.· ·CANYO-N··· ... _ .. ·----------~ 
·n river flows· anp ground- · · li!i'·1'::!Nr~: i .; .... : .. ; ... · .. ;; · . . . 
5ocpage might also help · COf'!tlnuectf~om.:Paga·· ~'..1,'· .' .· · · In 1966, the lab cleaned up area. But he said the environ~ 
~~ a case tor why the city : :·r :: :, ~ · .· ·. : ' ·' . . . ·· contamination at the Up · ot the . ment department docs not have :. 
be abl~ to "look at a more In the. 1.~ps.;;; l4b :~~virpnm~nta.l . ~nyo~,ite~oving rock from the the authority to force the lab or.· 
ctive use'~ . of Its surface inveshga~t:S ' ·· devel9R~d ' a . new . ~nyp~./WAlls and truckloads · of county to fence off the area. 
roundwate~ rights, said. me~hod ·i.f~r~{ ~~!~~-D· .. ~~r~~:?;C?1d',i;: · dtif~t~\i~Jhe canyon floor, said "I would just suggest that they 
,cwis, the city's hydroJo- sed1me.n.~i-~ · t,~ • -~-~~~~ · . ~~ .sppJ.<e,s.~n Ja'?es.~i<:~man. get on 1t really quickly and see 

.· 

. place s•n&i t -I!) .. ~.!-! •• A. ~ •• · : .:.·• -: DesPite concludmg m 1981 that what's there," Yanicak said. ~·we · 
' · ~nvestigator~ now take sam- there. were no health .risks tied to still have a lot of questions. ·Are :. 

:1ave lo make an. argument ples n~ar natural .and man-made dumping, the Jab did an additional they any mor~ hot spots? Have : 
·. tate erigjneer:s office that .lanc;tmarks --'-such (I.S trees and canyon Cleanup in 1982, removing we found the hottest. hot spots? · 
:hts ate ·interconnected," old tires - that appear to date rock and soils near the untreated We don't know the answers." . . 
d. "In ·othcr words, when ·from the era when dumping. wasteoqtfall .. Rickmansaid. · ln the ~al'ly 1990s, Acid .:: 
not ushig 'surfac:·e water, occ.tirre4 •. Yanicaksa~d. . . : · :,Bas~d on · th~se 'studies .. ."LANL Canyon came under ~Cl·utiny ; 
hafging the aqu.ifer.'' . . Samples talccn using th1s new recently appbed ... to the state after 'IYler Mercier, a Los Alam- > 
city of ~anta ·Fe now:: has . method are thD ·ones that appear Envir(inment Department . ·to · os sculptor raised the possibility·· 
rights to ·use up to "S,o40 . to be contaminate~, Yant~ak s~id. · ha~e the drainage area to.;Aci,d . of a cluster of brain tumors in 

~ ct of surface. water from , . Plutonium, a radioa~t1ve 1so- .. ~anypp r7~~Y~ fa:~m the J~bs Leis Alamos. Mercier suggested · 
•1ta l~e Canyon, and 4,S6S tol'e use~ . for the tn~ge~s of · hst of con~mmat~d or potentud· · that Acid Canyon, which in the 
:et of . groundwater from nuclear \)'~apo~s,_has been hnk~d· . ly contammated s~tes. Th~ .state 1940s was used a~ hoth a radloac­
n the city. An acre foot is to lung cancer 1f mh~ed, even m was asked by the.l(lb to rul~ that . tive ·dump and a playground for 
0 about 325~000 gallons _ · -extr~el? sman quantities. · . • no addltiona~ acu~n was needed children, was to blame. . 
ount of water it takes to . · Prehmma.ry data -from the soli to clean up the dramage. . · 'I\vo · women~ Peggy Frankhn 
nacre to a depth of one· ·s·llmples also indicate previo~sly . J:lut before ruling, the . state.· and Sonya L~Jan, .sued the lab 

. . undetec~ed · · peily.chlorinated decided to . take another look, for $50 mllhon m the ear~y 
biphenyls, or PCBs as weJJ ' as . Yani~ak said. ' 1990s, cha1·ging that the lab d1d : 

cily . cannot ··substitute 
·ights from one source for 
· h~r, although ·.officials 

like .the · ·flexibility to 
'P the t9tal'water rights in 
~e to c~~Sing "COnditions. 

m we'have a wet year, and 
ul (canyon) water, .we 
1se th~t water ari'd .r'est the 
:·, not pump the weJl.s, and 
.hat ··'Yater .. lor droughr 
. Lcwi~ sal~ ... ·· . 

lead, · cadmium and radioactive "What caught our attention nor adequately protect them or 
. amer.cium. . · was that we saw kids down there their children from radioactivi· 

PCDs are a known human car- playing army games and .people ty. Fr.anklin said that she ro~e 
cinogen . . They also can cause walking . their dogs," Yanicak her b1ke thr?u~h the ~nyon m 
skin problems .for those who !laid. "We also suspected it might the 194~s wh~lc 1t was bemg used 
.come .in direct contact wlth he bad because bad stuff went ·as a rad1oacuvc dump. . 
them; according to the federal down t~cr.e." · · Investigators'. studies did not 
Agency .for . 'lbxic Substances It will now be up to the Depart· · Pf?Ve that a bram-canccr cluster 
and Disease Registry.. ment of Energy and Los · Atanlos ex1sted. . 

The contaminants likely date County to review the data and fig. : In 1992, a group of lab officials 
from the 1940s, when Manhattan ui·e sut -what to do, Yanicak -said. · and Los Alamos community resi· 
Project worke~·s . dumped "The coUntY is gQing to have to · dents took news media, school­
untreated radioactive liquid . pow-wow with DOE and with us to chlldren and Pthers on n tour of 

man'~ili1' '§ucli afi·'appUoa- waste :trom a lab: facility ·on top · figure out what·the numbers mean· ,· the area to show that it was ·Safe. 
the stafe coul.d be a couple of the . mesa jnto the . ca.riyon. and .~here we go from here." During the tour children played 
·s away, and 4'it's a bit pl'e· Froin '1951 until '1964, the ·lab Yanicak said that options may in the dirt while television cam­
~ to ~peculate . hCiw 1\'s · dumped treated radioactive liq- include scooping out the contam- cr.as rolled, The New Mexicati 
o go." · · liid waste into ttle canyon . . ·. . . ina ted soil or fencing · off . the . rcpoi·ted· at the time. 

Joe Skeen's Auction f:iimpany presents: 

A PUBLIC .AUCTION· 
Sunday. September 26tll • 12rcooN- 6PJII (VIr.wlng starts at ll.v~l 

Contents of new furniture &C9rc, 1981 Yamana SR2~ w/34:'. miles, like new. 
Second acsslon of Kawat<aml eatatc ec otller olll!1ers, plu.~ c.onrr.nr:o; nf unUque shop. 

Moveel ro; College of Santa rf:. Alumni Hall, 1600 St. Mlthllcl's [)r1vc pouow "'A"'., f•""'ll"t<l 

8IW!II'S Aucn011 COfltrMT • 41 I ST. Pf1Cft-F.L"5 DRJn, Sn:;. 8 • 904·0007 011 660.19811 

!d caiSdvet"O be sold 
ctt; 1\1\ - ~-· :· ~.~~ ; ... . .~ . ; : . . . . . 

,. , ,~ -~ 

': : ' ..... .... 



) demonstr~ues there is a 
range of computer sdc~ce. 

. · baslc enginecririg and clcctronjcs 

.. course offerings nt all three facilities. 
While I don't know thauhere is any-

. • thing proprietary about.n Dell com­
puter that the contract mandates th~ 
con[ractor must provide and service, 
1, would think Dell has enough busi­
ness acumen to quickly assist and 
train any'company that purchased 
1000 of its computers on anything that 
might be unique to its product. . . 
. If, on the other hand, the lab is saying · 
it doesn't.· have confidence in the prod­
~ct that our higher-e4)Jcatloil fa~ilitics 
are turning out, we have got to pay 

·attention. There arc high-tech business- · 
e.s in this state· that arc going to have to 

·rely o.n the graduates of these $Chools. 
. : ·It would. serve our interests to ensure 

·that the·prograrns at these schools are 
des~ned to serve the needs of an eco-

. nomic behemoth !i\1ch as LANL. 'J'he · 
· · lab, as a good neighbqr, should en~ure 

this is being done by actively partlci­
p~tlng in the development of the cur- · 
riculums at these schools.. . . ' • . 
· Perhaps· adding .insult to injury, 'the 

Albuquerque company is the incum· . · 
bent firm perforining .this same con­
tract for which· it had received acco~ 
lades from lab officials for providing 
good .service at co:mpet.itivc ·P~•ces. 
And; the Albuquerque company's bid 
tor the contract' came in lower than · 
that of the San Diego company . 
. Beyond the fiduciary responsibility of 

seeking the low-b,id contrncrt from a · . 
~pahle enterprise, the lab's responsibil· ·. 
itics to Its neighbors must be strongly · . . 

· rooted throughout the .organitati(m. And. 
. like any strong and.committed contrac- ·. 
tor, it must develop and sustain viable 

. sources of supply. It is incumbent upon 
the l(!!b 10 foster strong,long~term ties 
to its suppliers. Leaving them out in the 

· cold as 8' reward 'foi; doing i{gcio'd]ob ......... . 
isn't behaving very neighborly. 

... _ .. : One hopes it is not exclusively the 
. •· .. director at the lab who is fncused on 

.: community relationships - including 
economic development, jobs and build­
.ing a strong neighborhood. It is much 
too big a job for any one person. The 
dedication must permeate. throughout 
the organization. And the organii':ation 
must remember that act.ions speak 
louder than JH'ess rclcuses. 

There its great untapped potential 
for Northern New Mexico economic 
development in the lab, Orcat strides 
are yet to be made in exploiting this 
polcntial. Uut even great strides must 
begin with sn,~ll steps. 

1 Joseph Montes, a Santa 1-'e native, is .... 
ufurmer nutiunuludmirristrator of the 
Small Busin~ss Administration's 8(a) 

... Progra•n (1987·1990) and dt:puty 
' director of the Office q( Minority Eco· 

nomic Impact ut the U.S. Department 
<Jf Energy (1991 ). 
;..,.,._.,.~tmrr.rtrPtttrir "~"' 

Bryan Bird 
· . Rio Grande Chapter Sierra Club 

· Forest COnservation Council 
Santa Fe 

.lANL, surroundings 
Jam not surprised thllt soil levels of 

plutonium in a l.os Alamos canyon <~re a 
lot greater than 1 he lab. admits. 

act1 
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B~deartJ 
· Babies 'should be a reason for joy. 
Instead, the arrivalof. the 6 billionrh 
meinber of humanity some time around 
now is being greeted with gloom. 
· 1'he United Nations Population Fund 

(UNJI'PA) worries that the fastest · 
· · · growth is in the poor-

TlfE. ECONOMIST. eslcountries. A new 
study financed by Cor· 

· nell University frets that 12 billlon peo­
ple will suffer m~serably by 2100 .. 

Ever since the days .of Malthus, 
demography seems to have inspired 

· · despondency. At a local level, in over­
.crowded places, sue~ gloom can be jus­
tified. 

r 
1lf 
. IS 

In 50 or 100 years' time, however, 
most countries are more likely to 
worry &bout the lack of babies than the · '-._ 
excess. For there is now a serious pos-
sibility, encapsulated in the lowe!it of 

..· three proj~ctions made by the U.N., 
that world population growth will stabi· 
lize by around 2040 .. at about 7.5 billion 
-and then st.art to decline. · 

Improbable? Economists have pre· 
. dieted ·a birth dearth before, on the eve 

of the Seco1id W9rlcJ War, and been 
. w~ong. But. fertility decline is now uni­

·--versalarid rapid: ·Rcpcatedly, the U.N.'s 
· demographers have revised down their 

·population projections . 
In the rich world, the falUn fertility 

has had much attention: in 61 countr·ics, 
it is at or helow rcplnc;ement rate, imply­
ing an event ualfall in population. But 
the change has occulTed even faster in 
poor countries. Since 1969, developing 
countries Mve seen fertility fall from 
six children per woman to three. 

For the moment, the 'effect oft his 
astonishing trend has been disguised 

· hy the fact. that the number of women 
of childbearing age has alrnost 
douhl~d. and that chUd survival.11nd the 
average life span have both risen. 

It will be clearer around 2010 when, if 
the U.N.'s "low fertility" projection 
turns out to be the right one, the numher 
of babies born into the world will fall 
below ttJe number needed for a·eplace­
ment. 
M~king long-term projections, even 

demographic ones, for such things is 
""'"'";" ......... hA71't'ilt\IIC: A nil"'"'"'' nr 

· the in 
sub-S 
those 

But 
no tim 
contc 
least; 
Niche 
ruphc-

Ift 
come 
worh 
start 
more 
centu 
then 
woul ' 

'fhl 
tin~~ 
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Sunday, October 3, 1999 THE NEW MEXICAt. 

··. ,· 

ing a man­
o,OOO·persoil 
rsNewMex 
1c American 
tationwide, · 
nt in favor · 

.· In late 1996, I was invited to a me~ting . ·Tobacco ·con· job 
of the Canyons Working Group of the 
lab's Environmental Restoration You~ column (Sept. 25) by tobacco- · 
Program. I brought along a retired lab , industry apologist Amy Ridenour damn· . 
environmental scient_ist, now an octoge- ing President Clinton hns got to be one. of. 
narian, who was concerned about past · . ' the most blatant examples of Orwellian • 

ing program . dumping practices in.Mortandad Canyon. logic I've ~een. Sh~ claims that t~e effect 
1as proven Without performing many .actual . . of the tobacco addiction is to save· the · . · 
:tster. . . · ;measurements, the group had convinced . government money, by causing prema- , . 
t more thim · . itself that no contamination had migrated · tu(e death of people who would otherwise 
~billion . .. . . '"beyond the lab's boundary." . . draw more years gf Social Security .. 
sidizing the This is an old mantra' at DOE sites. : · All that she proves by this is that she, 
1mcrcial · Legions of loyal subcontractors seem to . · and the other industry flacks ~esperate to . 
l>cr-sole believe that l'adionuclides also follow . ·put a positive spin on srnoking, are either . 
gt•am while marching orders issued by ,the legal · · .. stupid, or liars, or both, and that they're 
. 3,3 percent department. Magically; contamination : also morally at a very low leveL The · . 
1merica's stops just short of the site. boundary. . .··major effect of smoking on the federal .. 
''' consump "Not so," bellowed my octogenarian · treasury is to take money from the gov-
is provid· ' · retiree friend, He proceeded to reco\.!nt errimcnt (and therCfore, soci~ty) .. Fqr 

'Y public how in the 1950s large discharges of ·. every four committed long-term smokers, 
Is. waste into Mortandad Canyon had · ·one contracts emphysema, one contracts . 
lorthern prompted him and a cO-worker to investi- ··. lung .cancer, one suffers worsened car-
\' Mexico, gate whether long-lived fission products . diopulmonary symptoms, and one escapes 
. timber had migrated onto. Iridian land beyon.d the · with ·no ill effect. Society (via the govern-
ct lhe ~tum- ·. lab's boundary: Indeed t.hey had. · . '· mcnt's Medicaid and Medicare programs) · 
cl s jobs · · I applaud the NMED :oversight Bureau picks 1,1p most of this expense; :. . . · 
:ounty from tor its courage in r·eleasing the prelimi-· . It ia remarkable that Ridenour's charla-
lm $2.6 mil-. · na,.Y d~ta on Acld Canyon. Citlzens .and · · tanism q;m gain mainstream circulation. · 
xico, more federal health agencies should stand fir~ ·· .. lJut.thon, isn't today's Congress ruled by 
: privately · to support N~ED. Space limit'ations do · ' the party that despite its elephant symbol 
: the · not allow me to recite here the litany of .takes its orders (and soft money) ~traig~t 
,ds (1997":: • "lmpbrtanrprclifuiria·ry'findiitils thar~v.e ' ·' .. 1roiiJoe ·cametr .. · · · · · ···· · · · · · 
d, new died suddenly oruhe massage tab~es o( , · Abelacobaon 

·.islation, 
and 

the data diddlers. · · · White Ro.ck 
Ken Sliver 

t would 
c.:ommer-

S.M. consuitant .· Inept foreign. policy 
~--------~ · Santa l<'e ·· 

csts and Environmental health 
economic 
slry on pri- New Mexico is at a crossl;oad with fed-
·tunittes cral agencies who have targeted our area 
. mainly . for· expansion, production, development, 
•airing testing and research. 
·cs. · Much of the nuclear-weapons iqdustry 
tHimber Js relocating from lahs shut down because 
l'he CO· :. · .of contamination. The state of New Mexi-
. vil rights, . co Environment Department is un the 
from .. · · · verge of issuing a permit to sanction the 

· . ··:opening ot WIPP. 
HrJ.Ih'i.;)t:.· ·. Thinga look bleak as NMED chooses to 

·light tull-out expansion and colo­
,}~iq1t.lc )n by the U.S. Department of Encr­

its cOrporate co-conspirators. The 
.'o:~~Jt,~, .. , .. ~ comment period ended Sept. 28. 

wouldn't' hurt to call NMED's .ilec-
..•. ·v:,,, .. .... .. !W,lN~>h•rv· Pete Magglore, at (505) 827-2855, 

.... .. ... _ ! ... 1. • . . .. • • • • 

Rc: '!Chinn rejects idea of human rights 
intervention," Sept. 23. · 

China is not the only country rejecting 
,the "latest" concepts from Bill Clinton's 
inept foreign-policy tea~ as many nations, 
including Russia and India, are currently 
scrambling to establish new joint security 
arrangements to counteract what they 
perceive a~ NATO's barbarous aggressive­
ness as so clearly demonstrated Jn Its IJle· 
gal war against Yugoslavia's civilians. 

Though the idea of intervening on behalf 
of human rights is certainly noble, we must 
ask certain critical questions before we usc 
violence to counteract violence. lt"irst of all, 
will our intervention improve the situation? 

. Have we exhausted our diplomatic efforts? 
Is the intervention supported by the inter-
national community? Are we breaking · 
international laws and codes or conduct? 
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. . . 

, 
) 

•·· 
~I·S . . . . running on empty 

waitilig t~mes ~ve 
;aid Director Qor- . 

:1e agency is rene­
~~r contracts · and· 
:save more money . 
:nost drastic mea-

·ul'ced to go to that, ... 
h the lines will. be 

said . Deputy Tax: 

.sen. s111y 
McKibben 

" •' . . 

. · .'l'w Ju&t about · 
. · had It with the 

MVD, and I think a 
. lot of other Pf)ople 
. have too.' 

officials h~d promised. to save . storts July 1. 
$300,0()0 by .hiring a · Canadian · But at. least some lawmakers 
company· to. make .the s.tatc's won't be receptive - and won't 
license plate~, l~avi~g a difference accept · blame tor alleged under-. 
of $200,000. . · ·. funding: . · . · . 

The MVD plans. to take . . the "I've just about had it with the 

Butleson, whose 
·sees the MVD . . 
l·:den contend law­
mded . the agency. 

eme~gency request to the Legisla- . MVD, and I think a lot of · other 
tive Finance Comminee when it people have too," said .LFC mem- · 
meets later t)lls month, · and hopes . her Sen. Billy McKibben, R-Hobbs, 
to get approval from the full I.eg- . citing Gov. Gary Johnson's 1997 
islature during its 2000 ~ession, promise to end the MVD's long. 

duriqg the last legislative session. which · begins in mld~January. lines and poor service or "deserve 
. The division r~Quested $11.9 mil- :Burleson said the agency's money to be run out of town." 
lion and received $11.4 million- a could run out in Febru~ry, several 
difference o.f $500~000. B,yt,,MYD · months .beforc the IJ.eW fiscal year 
' • . . •. ·'?·. • .. 

. . .. · . '. . . . . . . bl '. ? . . . : :. ~ . . ,: 

' : ' ~ ' . . 
. . 

··. trD .... · e.m. 
>s Alamos pari< where 
·cted contamination 

Parent · 
Mark Gonzale•, · 
right; questions 
· · . Agua Frf1 . 

E.ta~!!.'t~rY. ~f~.~r:tl "' 
Pnnclpal wanda.' 

TruJillo OJI 
Wednesday about 

the staffing 
problems that have · 

affected the school. 
Behind Gonzalea Ia 

another parent, 
Eutlml~ Ortiz. 

JuiiP. C>r~~ber 
The New Mexlcan 

Agua Fria staffing 
problems continue 
Prii1cipal: Elementary school just 
can't find any.qualified teachers 
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em~ 
LANL. conducting tests n~ar Los Alamos park whe1 
· state . fo~nd higher-than-expected. con~amination 

.. ·:. '_.·:::· 

. B)' BARBARA FERRY ·. · . 
. : The New Mexican · · 

. . ,. 
· .. Los Alamos National J:.Shtif~.· ~ : 
tor:y ·is conducting -a new studY· 
of a public park near downtown . 
Los Alamos where state offi~· . 
cials h~ve found plutonluin ·'con'.:~~~ ­
tamination at levels the labora .... : ·. 
tory previously, Raid did not .. 
exist there. · · 
· · Plutonium and other rad\oac- '; 
tlve contaminants were 4isCQv.: ·~ · 
ered in soil samples taken; 'by :· 
the New Mexico EnvJrcmment . · 
Department in August and Sep­
tember from tl,le banks of a-dry . 
stream bed that leads hito Acid ! 

~anyon, near downtown Los : . 
Alamos: . Since . the 1960s the 
land has been owned by -~$\: ·:' 
Alamos County. The sampled -;. 
sites are in an. area cr6s~ed :b'y :' 
wa~ing trails that·now.goes by.'.· 
the name Kinnlldnnik Park. · ·' · · · 

The !)oil samples taken fro~·: . :-: 
the banks of tho .charinel turned · . 
up levels of radioactive pj~tQiii.o ~ 
um 239 ranging from 2.25 plc.J· 
ocuries per gram of soil to 1,880 .· 
pieocur~es per gram. The high~ · · 
est . ·level ·was found . in 
between 1~ and 3 feet . 
an-..rea•abotit·.20.-ya'Nul·rromi·Fa• .. ~; 
walking tr:llil. · . . . 

Plutoplum 239 has a half-life · 
of · ~4,000 year~ . ' lt can . cau~e .. 
c~eer when inhaled . into . the · · 
lungs e'Ven in extremely minute 
quantlt~es. . 

By comparison, Lawrence 
Llverm.ore Laboratory ~n Cali­
fornia bas agreed tb cle~n up 
plutonium · contamination · in 
recreational . and residential 
areas abQve 2.5 picocuries per 
gram, a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency offiCial said. ·. 

"Eighteen hundt•ed arid eighty 
picocurles •is a very high num­
ber," said Steve M. Dean, a radJ­

-~ltion e~pert . with U.S. EPA's 
~.llfornla office who monitors 
~uperfund sites - polluted 

:area~ that are on a federal pri-
• _. .. ority ·list for clee.nup. "With · 
i ::.· 1.,880 · picocurles what you've 
a);..,.aot is a site that\s way beyond 
fil'-hat anv Suoerfund guidellnes 

·. ! ···· .. 

For a yea 
Kathy 
Nussdorf 
taken he1 
dally 
afternoor 
walk on t 
Actd Can 
Trail In L• 
Alamos.! 
Fe roaldc 
Nuaadorf 
workaln 
Alamos,: 
official a 
shouldn't 
until R 'fir 
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up levels of radloactive pJutoni­
um 239 ranging trom 2.25 pic~ . 
ocuries per griun of soil to 1,880 . 
pfcocurlcs per gram. The high~ ·· 
est level ·was found in soil ~· ; 
between H{ ~nd 3 feet deep in.· ::: 
an area about 20 yards from ,.a•.::. 
walking tr.all. :· . ··' . . ·: . .. ·.· '. 
: Plutoplum 239 has a half-lite ''. 
o.f. ·~4,000 ye!li •. . · Jt ~an . cause .... 
cancer. when inhaled into the · 
1ung1f even tn ~xttemely miriute . · 
quinqties. . ...... : . ~ , . . , · ·. 

· . c9mparison~· Lawrence . 
:.v .. •cmnln•. ~~ratory •n C~i~ · · . 

. a~reed tb cle~tl"lip · 
ttlultQtlt~n·.:. ~· ;coiltatnlnation :. in · 

................. ... arid residential ' 
abqve 2.~s · picOcur.ies'· per ·: 
a ' U.S:' Environment& :; 

.::·Prote1ctto1n. Agency official said.: 
"''tii .......... .. hundred arid ·eighty .· · 

~1ftl1co,c:ur·les · . . 8 very high .:ilum- .· 
M. Dcan~ ·a radi-· .. 

~81tiOD ......... - ·.. · U.S. EPA's .. 
·who monitors 

Sites - · polluted 
tt:•~·•r,.iul that are·on ated~ral pri~ · 

. )ist: for . ~le~nup .. · ·~With · 
............. -.: • picocuries\ . what .you'~e 

a site that s way beyond· 
Sup.erfu,nd guidelines 

find a~~ptable." . 
. ''If I found a number'likc that, . 
. I Y{ould be .concerned and ·would . w'nt 'to know more, .. ·.Dean · · 
·added. "It would say to ·m~ . that 

. . go' 8 .. site that nee~s 
'~~11·• "'""'"A cl¢anup."· · · · · .. 

D.OE and laboratory· · 
~ .......... ,.;::> said. they want to know · . 

For a y 
Kathy 
Nund• 
taken I 
dally 
afttmc 
walko 
Aotd c. 
trail In 
Alimot 
·Fe real 

· Nuaad• 
works 
Alamo! 
offtolal 

·ehould1 
until a 
deterrr. 
·IS mad 
before 
signs, 
hikers 
posslbl 
dancer 
ct)i<le Mu 
ThoNe¥< 

about :the site, · too, bu(. . t.r'. . · ... 
the new findings don't nee- Vozellai ·. assistant ·man~er tor · ~etermines it d()esn't need to do 

· · .tbat the . area · environme~t at DOE's office in. so. · · · 
the nature and extent o; 
mination 'there is. It dt 
that ther6 is a 'possibil: 
the contamination : th 

. · cleanup. Los Alamos. However; · VQzella ' ·· John Parker,. head of environ-
., "It could turn out that the risk. . said that ''as . a. gpod. ~eJghbor" ment depart~crit division that 
. · · · we have now .the .lab may ehoose ·.to clean up oversees LANJ., said, "We don't 

ains. -- in ·place/' ;said Joe, . ·"hot spots'l voluntarily even if it .. have enough data·.to ·.say' what Please see PROBLEM, F 
.. , 
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Sl1epard 1dller found ·! 

·Loa Angeles. Times 

DENVER - A high school dropout 
who blamed drugs; alcohol and an 
unwanted sexual advance for his 
crime was 'convicted Wednesday in 
Laramie, Wyo., oC felony murder in 

. the beating death · of gay student 
Matthew Shepard. 

The jury rejected the prosecution's 
first-degree murder charge against 
Aaron McKinney, 22, finding that the 
brutal attack was not premedirar~d. 

. . . t;. 

Felony murder 
case because Mel 
victcd of aggravfl 
napping. McKinn 
lion as the ven 
seven men and f : 
in tho Albany Cot 

The onetime rc 
penalty or life in 
moves co the scn1 
begtns today. 
McKinn~y . and 

. Henderson lure' 
man at the Unh 

' .. 
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· For a year, 
Kathy . 
Nussdorf ha& 
taken her 

.dally 
afternoon· 
walk on the 
Acid Canyon 
Trail In Los 
Alamos. 
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Nussdorf, 
works In Loa 
Alamos, said 
officials 
shouldn't 
until a 

·Ia made 
before 
signs warnl111i! 
hikers of 
possible 

. dana:er. 
C/)'Ce Mueller 
i'ne New Me~lean· 

determines It doesn't need to do 
60. 

John Parker, h~ad of envJrort­
ment department division that 
oversees IJANI., said, "We do,n't 
have enough data . to say what 

the nature and extent or 
minati.On 'there is. It doe~ 
that t.here is a 'possibility 
the · contamination there 

Shepard ldller found 
----·- · .... -----

Los' Angeles Times ---
DENVER - A. high school dJ;"opout 

who blamed drugs, alcohol and an 
unwanted sexual advance for his 
crime was convicted Wednesday in 
Laramie, Wyo., of felony murder in 

. the beating death · of gay student 
Matthew Shepard. 

'l'he jury rejected the prosecution's 
fir~t-dct!ree murder charge against 
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Acld .C.~y~ri . S~U 'Survey · . 
To dett~'mtne wriether ihe 'aiu Is aefe fo; 'roereetlon, Lo' AlamO& National laboratory 
orno/ett art 'emi)IIMC iltn In Ackl Canyon rot poillble contamination with plutonium, 
haaw metal• end other PC!ls. · · 

PROBLEM 
l • .. ·. . .~ ":.: ' 

... · 

Continued front P,age ·A-1 ..... 

great~r t&~ ~naf~as'petceived· · 
previOusly." Parker . said . the 
state, DOE.and the:lab are .coop-, 
erating on the new study of the · 
site. ' · · · '· · 

Vozella said the three agencies 
have agreed that tJ]e plutonium · 
contamination . the . state tests 
found poses no immediate health. 
risk. · . . . 

Chrlt Morr.en/The Now Mexican 

· 
44Eighteen hundred· 
. . .. and eighty' 

·· picocuries is . 
extremely high." 
· MARYUA .KfiU.EY 
, ~trtctor, Trl.Yalley Cares 
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Los A.lamos County's adminis~ . , . 
· trator • said the county has n.o · J)aid that despite that fact that 
immediate plans to post signs in · the ·tab had proposed that Acid 
the area warning ·of potential Canyon be scratched oft the list 
cont~;~mbiation. · , of contaminated sites, the lab 

"Ttle last r~port . we got . from had already been planning to do. 
LANL said that the area was safe ··these additional studies. "But 
and .that there Were .no me{lSUI'- because of . the . copcern and 
able areas of · contami~adon'/' · reports ·in the media, the sched­
said Los Alamos County adrninig.;' · u'le has been accelerated slight· 
trator Joe King; "We have thii ·ly,'' Roark.~Jilid. · · 
new data, but· we don't ·under- · IIi September, after the state 
stand what jt .means.·~ said it had preliminary test 

King &~id.he is ·~ait~n.g for the.· · results · :sh:owing· plutonium at · 
lab to explam the s1gmf1cance of higher than previously detected 
the new. test results. · ~e sal~ in. levels, a lab spokesman said that 
the meantime postmg sJgns "Acid Canyon has been 
would "u~duly alarm people." researched and researched 

But o~e hiker, who wal~s the . again an·d again and everything . 
area da1ly an her lunch hour, .we knoW shows it does not pre-
~aid she would rath~r officials sent a health risk." · 
mformed her of potential prob· The environment department's 
lems b~for.e they ma~e ,a final oversight bureau monitors 
determmation of the mtc s safe~ . 'cleal)up at LANL, but does not 
ty. regulate radioactive · oontami-
. "I don't want to hear ~0 years · nants such as plutonium. 'l'wo 
I rom now that the ,Patk JS ~ont;a- federal · officials disagreed 
minated and. ther. re closmg 1t, Wednesday whether rhe lab was 
~nd meanwhile l . ve been wal~: bound by any federal ~tandards 
m~ there for the past 10, yc~rs, for cleanup of radioactive mate­
sal~ Kathy Nussdorf, a. Santa· Fe rials in soil. 
res1dent who was walkm~ in the 'Environmental advocates said 
~~:k Wednesday. · : · ·that such contaminants on feder-
. ':fhis . ~s a par~, a place Whlch al sites often tall into a regulato­
mvttes . the pub he in. I want as ry black hole "DOE is self-regu­
much information as p~ssible so. ~ · lating ~nd that's the problem" 
I can make my own decision . ' · ' 
about whether 1 want to go in 
there," Nussdorf said. .' 

. Clyde Mueller/ThO Nc· 

This Ia · ~ne of the ·sites located at the base of 1 pine tree 
Canyon where New Mexico Environment Department offlclel• t' 
•amplea, · 

said Jay Coghlan of Concerned state environment dcpa 
Citizens for Nuclear Safety. ... . .. has to go to DOE hat in hat 

Greg Mello, director of the Los 'J'he head of an environ 
Alamos Study Group in Santa Fe, group near Lawrence J.ivt 
said that state residents should Laboratory that has. pu8h• 
be thankful that the state is coi· Jab to clean up plutoniu; 
lecting its own samples. ''The · nearby park said the 
state caught something that . should be brought . in! 
might have sUpped through the process in Los Alamos. 
cracks ilth.erwise," Mello said. "What makes sense to 
"They deserve a lot of credit." that DOE and Los Alam 

But while the state ~nviron- hold a public meeting a 
ment department oversees DOE, input from the comm1,mit~ 
its oversight bureau's entire $2 Marylia Kelley, dh·cctor 

·million a yea1· budget is made of Valley Cares. "In the inter 
up DOE funds, putting it in a lab has an absolute 
precarious position; said Ken Sil- responsibility to post clea 
ver, n public-health researcher to allow re11idcnts to dccit 
in Santa Fe. wish to come into contn< 

"Public health depends upon this site." 
inspectors carrying a big stick "Eighteen hundred and 
when they go up against LANL picocurics ls extremely 
and DOE,'' said Silver·. "But . Kelley said. "That's a bil 
under the; current system . thl! bcr." 
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no whelhtt'llle .~ee Is ~fe tor :tOeteaUon, Los.Alamo& Nat(onal LaDOreiOr)' · 
~ saml>l~ sites In Aold Canyon lot ~ble contamination with Plutonium, . 
·lis and otner PCSs. · · · · 

Chris Morgan{Tilo New Mexlc;en 

OBLEM 
~d from Paee A-1 · 

. .. 
han what was·j,erceived 
.ly." Parker .· said . the 
>E and the. lab are coop-· · 
•n the new study 9f ~he 

t said the three agencies · 
·eed that t)le plutonium 
tatlon the state ·tests 
.;cs no ltnmediate health 

•mos County's adminb'· 

. .' 

~~Eighteen hundred· 
·. and eighty·· 

· picocuries is 
extremely high." 

MARniA KEr.iin' ·. 
~irector, Trl-Valley<Ares 

·id the county has no ·· said that despite that fact that.'' · 
· ~plans to post signs ill' the lab had proposed that Acid ·. 

warning ·of potential Canyon be scratched off the list 
· :~lion. , of contaminated sites, the lab 
tsl report. we got. from had already been plani}ing to do · 
id that the area was safe · t~ese additional studies. ~·But 
there were no measur- because of· the . concern and 
~as of contamination~'' · reports in the media, the sched· 
1\lamos County ad.minis· ule has been accelerated slight· 

. CIY~te MueUer{The Now Melllcen· 

•e King. "We have .the ly," Roark said. · · · . 
!, but we don't under- In September, after ttie state 

This Ia one ·or ·the alte• located at the base · of a plna tree In Aold 
Canyon Where New Mtxlo.oEnvlronment Depar.tment official• took aoJt· 
samples. 

at it means.'' · d · h d 11 i · said Jay Coghlan 9f Concerned 
1id he i~ · waiting. for: the . ~=~ult!t sh~wi~:~·pfut~%~mt~:r . Citizens fod1luclear·Safcty. .. . 
>lain the significance of higher than previously detected Greg Mello, director of the Los 
1 e~t results. · He said in levels, a Jab spokesman said that Alamos Study Group Jn Santa Fe, 
mtime posting signs "Acid · Canyon has · been stlid that state residents should 
:uJuly alar~ people." researche(i and · researched . be thankful that tho state is col· 
c hiker, who ·walks the again ~nd agrun · aild everything lccting its own samples. "The 
I Y on her lunch hour, k h 't d · · •ftt · h thi th t would rather officials we now s ow~ 1 oes not pre- s .... e caug t some ng a 

·sent a health risk." ·. . · might have slipped through the 
: her of potential prob· The environment department's crack.'i oth.erwisc," Mello said. 
·ore they make a final · ht b · "They deserve a lot of credit.'' ation of the site's snfe. oversag ureau monators 

Cleanup at LANL, but does not But while the state J'nviron· 
r want to hellr 10 years regulate radioactive · contnmi· ment department oversees DOE, 
1 that the park is eonta. · nants .such as plutonium. Two . its oversight bureau's entire $2 
and they~re . closing it, federal officials . disagreed ·million a year budget is made of 
nwhile I've been walk· Wednesday whether the lab was · up DOE funds, putting it In a 
for the past lO. years," bound by any federal standard~ precarious position, said I<en Sil­

lY Nussdorf, 8 Santa Fe for cleanup of radioactive mate· ver, a public-health researcher 
who was walking in the rials in soil. . in Santa Fe. 
l n~sday. . · . . 'Environmental advocates said upubllc health depends upon 
s a park, a place which that such contaminants on fcdcr- inspectors carrying a big stick 
he public in. 'I want as al sites often fall into a regulato- whe11 they go up against I.ANL 
C>rn:tatlon as possible 80 . ry black hole. "DOE is selt-reRU· and DO~," said Silver. "But 
.aka my own · decision ·lating, ~nd that's .the problem," under . the. current system th~ 
1ether I want to so ln 
ussdorr Allld · 

state environment department . 
has to go to DOE hat in hand." 

The head of an environmental 
gro.up near Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory that has pushed that 
lab to clean up plutonium in a 
nearby park said the public 
should be hr·ought into the 
process in I .os Alamos. 

"What makes sense to me is 
that DOE and Los Alamos lab 
hold a public meeting and get 
input from the comml,lnity," said 
Marylla Kelley, director of Tri­
Valley Cares~ "In the interim, the 
lab has an absolute moral 
responsibility to post clear signs 
to allow residents to decide they 
wish to come into contact with 
this site." 

"Eighteen hundred and eighty 
picocuries is extremely high,". 
Kelley said. "Th~t '.s a hig num· 
be~" · 
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trator . Joe . .K "We nave tne IY," J<oarx sa1a. Amp•o•. · ~, ~ .. ~~ 
new data, .bu e don't under..... In September, after state . · ~· ·~-,~~ 
stand whatit means." said it had preliminary test sa1d Jay Coghlan of Conce~~cf 
· King said he Js waiting for the results showing plutonium . at Citizens for Nuclear Safety. 
lab to explain the significance of higher than previous.ly detected Greg Mello, director of the Los 
.the riew test results. He said in levels, a Jab spokesman said that Alamos Study Group In Santa Fe, 
the meantime posting signs "Acid Canyon bas been said that .state residents should 
would 11unduly alarm people." researched and . · researched be thankful that the state is col· 
· But one biker, whO walks the again and again and everything . lecting Its own samples. "The 

area daiiy . on her lunch · hour, · we know shows it does not pre- state caught something that 
said she would rath~r pfficials . sent a health risk." · might havo slipped through the 
informed her .of potential prob- The environment departmerit~.s crac~ otherwise," Mello said. 
lems befQre they rpal<e a final oversight bureau . monitors "They deserve·a lot of credit." 
determination of the site's safe- . ·cleanup at LANL, bur does not But while · the state ~nviron· 
ty. : . · · · · . · · ~ '· · · regulate radioactive · cont.ami- ment department oversees DOE, 

. "I don't want to. bear·10 years .· nants such as · plutonium: 'l"wo its oversight bureau's entire $2 
from now that the park is conta- federal officials . · ,disagreed ·million a year budgeL is made of 

. {nina ted and ' they're closing 'it, . wednesday whether. the lab was up ·DOE funds, putting it in a 
(iitd meanwhile · ~·~c be~n. walk· bound by any federal standards precarious position, said Ken Sil· 
ing there for the past 10. ye~rs," · for. cleanup of radioa~tlve ~ate- · · ver, a public-health researcher 
said K~thy Nussdorf, a Sarta Fe rials in soil. · in Santa Fe. 

·resident w:ho was. walki~ in the · . 'Environmental advocates said _c~Public health depends upon 
~~;k 'Yedru~sday... . . , · · · ~that such contaminant{on feder- ~ inspectors carrying a big stick 
. Thl.& ~ .a par~, 8 p~ace which · al sites.often fall into a· regulato- when they go up against LANL 

. invites • the pu~hc in. I. want as ,. ry black hple. "POE. is self-regu- ~nd DOE," snid SUver. "But 
much l~forma~lon as possible s.o .. . lating· and that's .the problem 1! .. . under . thci currc. nt system . the. 
I can · maJc;e my own · decision · · . . . . •. · · · · : .. · ·:. · . . . . · • 
about· whether · I want ·to go in '· 
there,~· Nl.tssdorf said . . 

"I th!pk .Parents who ·are con- · 
· cerned ~bout radioa~tivity have · · 
«~ right to ~riow :whether ··they ·' 

· want to let.their kids play ther~/' 
she added. . · 

The laboratory dumped 
untreated liquid radioactive 
waste into Ac.~d canyon during . 
the Manhattan Project. In 1951 
the lab puilt a liquid-waste treat­
ment plant on the ·lip of the· 
canyon. Effluent from the troat­
ment plant WQS dumped into the . 
canyon until the. plant was closed 

. in 19.64, ·according to . lab docu- · 
tnentsJ . . 

The canyon was cleaned up · 
twice - once in the 1960s before · 
it Was given to I..os Alamos Coun­

·. tY,"and:- qain in 1982: After the 
second . cleanup, · the lab ·said 
residual plutonium was below 
100 picocurles per.gram of soil . 
. In the early 1990s the canyon · 

came under ·renewed public : 
scrutiny after Tyler Mercier, a 

. Los Alamos sculptor, suggested 
there was a cluster of bralh can­

. cers in Los Alamos. Mercier 
pointed to Acid Canyon- which 
was used as play area for chil· 
dren in the 1940s while untreat· 
ed waste was being dumped 
there - as a possible cause. A 
brain-ca~cer cluster was never 
proven. 

After a review of its data and 
more sampling, LANL and 
Depa'rtment of Energy officials 
determined that the area posed 
no health risks. The laboratory 
proposed to t.he state the site be 
taken off 8 list of sites that had 
been contaminated by the lab. 

But in the mld-1990~ thP. l::~hu-
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s~c~~d cleanup, tho lab 
residual plutonium was, 
100 picocuries per gram of son. 

In the early 1990s the canyon . 
came · under · renewed public · 
scrutiny after Tyler Mercier, a 

. Los Alamos sculptor, suggested 
there was a cluster of brain can· 
ccrs · in Los Alamos. Mercier 
pointed to Acid Canyon - which 
was used as play area for chil· 
dren in the 1940s while untreat· 
ed waste was being dumped 
there - as a possible cause. A 
brain-cancer cluster was never 
proven. ·. · · 
· After a review of its data and 
more samplh1g, LANI.. and 
Department of Encr~y officials 
determined that the area posed 
no health risks. The laboratory 
proposed to the ·state the site be 
taken orr a list ot sites that had 
been contaminated by the Lab. 

But in the mid-l990s the labo- . 
ratory developed a new son-sam­
pling · · · · ·method . allowing 
researchers to zero in on areas 
more likely to be contaminated. 
With ·the · new . approach, 
researchers take samples ·near 
physical barriers such as trees 
and old. tires th.at prevent sedt~ 
menrs from washing away. 

"Using thiS method we try to 
target the ·areas where we 
expect to find the highest levels 
of contamination," said Parker. 
"So that is what you're seeing 
now." · .· · · 

The lab plans tQ do geological . 
rnai>ping of the . site · an~ to take 
l.S more soil samples of the area 
bt?fore ·the end of November, 
Vo:~:ella said. The new data will 
be used to recalculate the risk · 
assessment which rhe lab previ· 
ously.used to .determine that the 
area WaS sa(e. 'i'he lab expects tO . 
have its new study of the site 
coni).lleted by ~he.spring, he said. 

Lab spokesman Kevin Roark 




