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Environmental Programs 
P.O. Box 1663, MS M991 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

(505) 606-23371FAX (505) 665-1812 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Permits Management Program 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building I 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303 

National Nuclear Security Administration 
Los Alamos Site Office, MS A316 

Environmental Restoration Program 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

(505) 667-42551FAX (505) 606-2132 
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Subject: 	 Submittal of the Response to the Review of Periodic Monitoring """"'.... , ...­
Rock Watershed March 22 - March 26, 2010 ~-...-

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

This letter provides responses to New Mexico Environment Department's review of subject report. 

If you have any questions, please contact Steve Paris at (505) 606-0915 (smparis@lanl.gov) or 
Hai Shen at (505) 665-5046 (hshen@doeal.gov). 

Sincerely, 

/;//!/)L
Mic~ J. G~~:Associate Director 
Envlfonmental Programs 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Sincerely, ~ 

~ 
George J. Rael, Manager 
Environmental Projects Office 
Los Alamos Site Office 
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Enclosures: Two hard copies with electronic files Response to the Review of Periodic Monitoring 
Report for White Rock Watershed March 22 - March 26,2010 (LA-UR-1O-7590) 

Cy: (w/enc.) 
James Bearzi, NMED-HWB, 2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Bldg 1, SFNM 87505 
Neil Weber, San Ildefonso Pueblo 
Hai Shen, DOE-LASO, MS A316 
Steve Paris, EP-CAP, MS M992 
RPF, MS M707 (w/two CDs) 
Public Reading Room, MS M992 

Cy: (Letter and CD and/or DVD only) 
Laurie King, EPA Region 6, Dallas, TX 
Steve Yanicak, NMED-DOE-OB, MS M894 
David Rogers, EP-ET, MS M992 
William Alexander, EP-BPS, MS M992 

Cy: (w/o enc.) 
Tom Skibitski, NMED-OB, Santa Fe, NM 
Annette Russell, DOE-LASO (date-stamped letter emailed) 
Craig Douglass, EP-CAP, MS M992 (date-stamped letter emailed) 
Michael J. Graham, ADEP, MS M991 (date-stamped letter emailed) 



Response to the Review of Periodic Monitoring Report for White Rock Watershed 

March 22 - March 26, 2010 


Los Alamos National Laboratory 

EPA ID #NM0890010515 HWB-LANL-IO-064 


Dated October 22,2010 


INTRODUCTION 


To facilitate review of this response, the New Mexico Environment Department's (NMED's) comments are 
included verbatim. Los Alamos National Laboratory's (LANL's or the Laboratory's) responses follow each 
NMED comment. 

COMMENTS 

NMED Comment 

1. 	 NMED noted that aluminum was detected at 27111glL in the unfiltered water sample col/ected from 
Spring 4C while aluminum was detected at 1040 I1glL in the filtered water sample collected from the 
same source. Concentrations of iron, lead, and manganese in the unfiltered and filtered water 
samples were similarly inverted: 316:1280 I1glL, 0.505:0.987I1gIL, and 6.03:17.5I1gIL respectively. 
Concentrations ofother metals in the unfiltered and filtered water samples were nearly equivalent. 
The Permittees must verify the sample identification of the two water samples collected at Spring 4C 
and explain the discrepancy in metal concentrations between filtered and unfiltered water samples 
col/ected at that spring. The Permittees' explanations must be included in the next Periodic Monitoring 
Report submittal. The next submittal must reference this Report and all applicable page and table 
numbers. 

LANL Response 

1. 	 U~NL verified that the sample identification of the two water samples collected at Spring 4C is 
consistent between field sampling records and reported results. 

Tile discrepancy in metal concentrations between filtered and unfiltered water samples collected at 
Spring 4C is most likely the result of the switching of prelabeled sample bottles in the field, which 
resulted in incorrect field preparation (filtered or unfiltered) of the samples. 

This explanation will also be included in the next PMR for the White Rock Watershed, referencing the 
PMR for the March 2010 sampling event and all applicable page and table numbers. 
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