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Tc,: Benito J. Garcia, Chief, HRMB 

Through: Bruce swanton, POC LANL \i)-.r._ 
From: Danny Katzman, AIP/LAN~ 

Date: August 2. 1993 

Subject: Status of Septic Tank 0-030(g) Voluntary Corrective 
Action 

~ 

This memo summarizes recent events related to the removal of an 
inactive septic tank 1n Lhe TownslLe area. During removal of 
septic systems, it is standard procedure to conduct radiation and 
organic vapor field screening and to sample any sludges and/or 
sLa1nea areas LnaL may oe presenL. ~creening and con~irmation 
sampling at septic tank 0-030(g) showed elevated levels of 
uranium, plutonium, mercury, and lead. The "routine" tank 
z.·~1uova1 tlats 1:urnea l.nl:o a large-scale s1 La assessmenL. 'l'O aa1:e, 
277 drums of material have been removed and are sitting on site. 
The material is currently being characterizAd tn dP-tP-rminA if i~ 
is RCRA mixed waste or low-level radioactive waste (LLRW). This 
is a key issue in that there is very limited storage capacity for 
mixed waste at LANL, but LLRW disposal capacity is not an issue. 
The landowner is very anxious, and patient so far, to have the 
drums removed from his land. 

If you have any questions, call me at 665-7124. 

cc: 
Steve Ale~ander, Manager, RCRA Technical Enforcement Program 
Barbara Hoditschek, Manager, RCRA Permits Program 
John Geddie, Office of the Secretary 
File, LANL, Red 93 
File, AIP_ Program 
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