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CERTIFTED MATL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Benito Garcia Pl

Hazardous and Radioactive Materials ;
Bureau

New Mexico Environment Department

525 Camino de los Marquez

P. 0. Box 26110

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

Dear Mr. Garcia:

The Department of Energy (DOE) and the University of California (UC), as
maintenance and operations contractor for Los Alamos National Laboratory
(LANL), request your approval to move soil containing lead bullets to a
firing range for reuse in backstop construction. The specifics of this
issue are outlined below.

The Environmental Restoration (ER) Project has been conducting a soil
washing operation near the Guaje Pines Cemetery at the Inactive Firing Range
as part of a voluntary corrective action LANL instituted in the fall of
1993. The Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU) undergoing remediation is

SWMU 0-@16, an Inactive Firing Range. The remediation activity selected, a
soil washing operation, removes lead from the soil and the lead then is
recycled.

The operation was intended to be completed in the fall of 1994. However,
additional soil containing lead was found, increasing the total amount of
soil to be processed. The operation was also slowed during the winter by
freezing temperatures, rendering the operation ineffective. Therefore,
there are approximately 50028 cubic yvards of soil containing lead currently
stockpiled at the site awaiting processing through the soil washing
operation. Unless an alternate solution can be implemented, LANL intends to
process the remaining soil beginning in April 1995, and has a contract in
place to do so.

During March 1995, TA-72 submitted a request for soil for the construction
of new firing range backstops and a request for soil to add to existing
backstops at an active firing range, which was brought to the attention of
the ER Project. The backstops are used to stop bullets during the weapons
firing practice. During normal use of the firing range, lead bullets are
discharged into the backstops and remain there. This is the same activity

that resulted in the deposition of lead bullets in the soil at the Inactive
Firing Site.

A "common sense" approach has resulted from these two seemingly unrelated
issues: reuse of the soil with lead bullets from the Inactive Firing Range
soil washing operation to the TA-72 firing range. Such reuse means

continued use of the soil at a firing range. The TA-72 firing range is an
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active site and the soil comprising the backstops will continue to receive
lead bullets as weapons are discharged during weapons firing practice.
Processing of the remaining soil at the Inactive Firing Site to remove lead
is estimated to cost $500,000. The lead removed from the soil would then be
sent off for recycling. LANL proposes that the Inactive Firing Range soil
with lead bullets be transported to the TA-72 firing range where it will
function as effectively as clean soil (i.e., commercial product). The
benefits of taking the soil from the Inactive Firing Range for continued use
at the firing range are: it decreases the total amount of soil that will
eventually have to be processed to remove lead; no contamination of clean
additional backstop material will occur; the lead-containing soil is removed
from its current offsite location and brought under LANL control; the funds
which would have been used to conduct soil washing can be utilized at other
ER Projects; and, negative environmental impacts will not occur.

The soil from the Inactive Firing Range contains lead bullets and is a
characteristic hazardous waste due to lead (D208). Lead is a recyclable
material which meets the definition of scrap metal. Based on the
regulations at 20 NMAC 4.1 Section 261.6(a)(3)(iii), scrap metal is defined
as a hazardous waste. However, scrap metal is not subject to 20 NMAC 4.1
Sections 262 through 266 or Parts 268, 270, or 124. We request confirmation
that the lead and the soil containing lead constitute a recyclable material
as provided at 20 NMAC 4.1 Section 261.6{a)(3)(iii).

LANL will manage the soil at TA-72 Firing Range as all backstop material is
managed. This firing range is identified by the ER Project as SWMU 72-001.
During the summer field season of 1995, surface samples will be collected in
the Firing Range drainage areas. The samples will be analyzed for total
metals. The sampling is being conducted to support the ER Project’'s
recommendation that any corrective action at the SWMU should be deferred
until the Firing Range is no longer needed and the site is decommissioned.
At that time, LANL will clean up the Firing Range to the environmental
cleanup standards required at that time. LANL does not anticipate closure
of the Firing Range within the next 20 vyears.

I look forward to receiving a reply to this request for your interpretation
at your earliest opportunity.

Sincerely,

T

Joseph C. Vozella
Assistant Area Manager

LAAMEP : 9BK-007 Office of Environment and
Projects

Enclosure

CC:

See page 3
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cc w/enclosure:
B.
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Driscoll

RCRA Permits Branch

U. S. EPA Region 6

1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75202~2733
Taylor, AAMEP, LAAO

Fesmire, AAMEP, LAAO

Koch, AAMEP, LAAO

White, ESH-19, LANL, MS-K490
Baca, EM, LANL, MS-J591
Jansen, EM/ER, LANL, MS-M992

ESH-19, (95-0178), LANL, MS-K4S0
RPF, LANL, MS-M707
J. Levings, ERPO, AL
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