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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF LOS ALAMOS/PUEBLO 
CANYONS WORK PLAN, LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL 
LABORATORY (NM0890010515) 

Dear Mr. Neleigh: 

Thank you for approving our request for an extension of the delivery date for Los 
Alamos Canyon and Pueblo Canyon Task/Site Work Plan. The Los Alamos/Pueblo 
Canyon Work Plan is in the final stages of preparation and will be delivered on or 
before November 30, 1995. 

We would like to further explain why we have had to request this extension. When the 
initial schedule for delivery of this task/site work plan was established two years ago, 
our staff underestimated the time and effort needed to directly involve stakeholders, 
specifically the four Northern accord Pueblos. Because of the significant 
environmental justice issues associated with the canyons transport pathways, the 
coordination and integration of the stakeholder comments and concerns has become 
a very important part of this process. In addition, because this task/site work plan 
deals with the investigation of affected media within the canyon systems rather than a 
solid waste management unit-based investigation, we had to devote considerable 
thought to the technical approach and sample and analysis plan so that they would 
adequately answer the broad and far-reaching regulatory questions contained in the 
permit. 
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To satisfy the requirement of your letter, a current schedule for the submission of the 
remaining canyon task/site work plans for the canyon systems at Los Alamos is 
enclosed. Our plans call for a comprehensive overall core work plan covering topics 
applicable to all investigations, followed by individual work plans for the separate 
canyon subsets. These individual work plans will likely take the form of an extended 
sample and analysis plan, as opposed to a total work plan package. We feel this 
approach is both technically and economically viable and have presented it to Barbara 
Driscoll. 

We share the Environmental Protection Agency•s concern about using reduced 
analyte lists for initial sample sets. Your comments on analyte selection are duly 
noted, and we understand you will review the work plan with these concerns in mind. 
However, because both Los Alamos and Pueblo Canyons have been extensively 
sampled, data from these previous sampling events provide the basis on which to 
build appropriate and economic sampling sets. Also, a certain percentage of all future 
sampling events include requests for analyses of a broad analyte list. 

If you have questions concerning the work plan, please contact Allyn Pratt at 
(505) 667-4308 or Bob Simeone at (505) 667-0587. 
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Enclosure: Table 1-2, Operable Unit 1049 Canyons and Associated Operable Units 
and Technical Areas 
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TABLE 1-2 

OPERABLE UNIT 1049 
CANYONS AND ASSOCIATED OPERABLE UNITS AND TECHNICAL AREAS 

Canyon Associated Associated Task/Site 
Groups Technical Areas Operable Units Work Plan Date 

Core Document N/Aa N/A September 1996 

Group 1 November 1995 

Los Alamos Former TAb: 1 1071, 1078, 1098, 1100, 
Current TAs: 0, 2, 3, 21, 41, 1106, 1111, 1114, 1136 
43, 53, 62, 72, 73, 74 

Pueblo/Acid Former TAs: 1, 45 1071, 1078, 1079, 1100, 
Current TAs: 0, 72, 73, 74 1106 

Group2 Current T As: September 1997 

Mortandad and 3, 4, 5, 35, 42, 48, 50, 55, 59 1114, 1129, 1147 
Sediment Traps 

Group 3 Current T As: November 2001 

Pajarito 6, ~ 8, 9, 1~ 18,22, 23, 36, 1093,1111,1129,1130, 
40, 46, 50, 51, 54, 65, 66, 67, 1140,1157 
69 

Twomile 3, 55, 58, 59, 64 1111, 1114, 1129 

Three mile 14, 15, 18, 36, 67 1085, 1086, 1 093, 1130 

Group 4 Current T As: October 2002 

Canada del Suey 5, 18, 46, 51, 52, 54 1129, 1140, 1148 

Sandia 3, 53, 60, 61, 72 1100, 1114 

Group 5 Current TAs: April 2003 

Guaje 7 4, residences 1071 

Bayo 0, 10, 74, residences 1071, 1079 

Barrancas 74, residences 1071 

Rendija 0, 74, residences 1071 

Group 6 Current T As: October 2003 

Water 11' 16, 28, 36, 37, 49, 68, 71 1082, 1086, 1122, 1130, 
1132, 1144 

Canon de Valle 9, 11, 14, 15, 16, 37, 67 1082, 1 085, 1 086, 1157 

Group 7 Current T As: May 2004 

Ancho 33, 39, 49 1122, 1132, 1144 

Indio 39, 49, 70 1132, 1144 

Chaquehui 33 1122 

Group 8 Current T As: December 2004 

Potrillo 14, 15, 36, 67 1085, 1086, 1130 

Fence 36, 68, 70, 71 1122, 1130 

a. N/A = not applicable 
b. TA =Technical Area 


