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SUBJECf: LANL MOVING HAZARDOUS WASTE FROM GUAJE PINES 
. C:t;.METERYROAD IN LOS ALAMOS TO THE .'\CllVE GUN RANGE 0~ 
LANL PROP.ER1Y. .. ----

ON p:PT. 30, 1993 SIERRA ROC~ JNC. EN'l"l!:RED ~1\~.'TO A CONTRACT 
WITH LANL TO CLEAN THE LEAD CONTAMINATED SOU. AT TilE GUAJE 
PINES GUN RANGE.Il"i A.PRIL Oa;< 1994 WE PREPARED THE SITE Jc'OR. -
REMEDIATION. FlNDL~G THAT THE BACKSTOP BERM WAS VERY ffiGH 
IN LEAD CONCENTRATES, AS THE SAMPUN~ DONE BY THE NE"' 
MEXICO BUREAU OF MINii:S AND MlNERAJ. R-r.SOIJRCES SHOWED. WE 
DUG OUT THE HOT SPOTS. SPREAD THE LEAD AROUND AND MIXED THE 
LOWER CONTAMINATED SOD..S IN AND ON TOf' OF TilE WGIIER LEAD 
CONCENTRATES. THIS WAS DONE SO WE WOULD NOT SERGE THE 
PLANT WHEN GOING THROUGH THE MASSIVE LEAD CONTAMINATED 
AREAS. (THE NEW MEXICO RURF.AIT OF MINES REPORT WITH THEIR 
MAP lS ENCLOSED. JF YOU NOTE IT IS CALCULATED BY PER CENT AND 
IT I~ YEKY HIGD IN LEAD.) 

- THE RIFFLE BACKSTOP BERM HAVING THE HIGHEST CUNC!:NTRA TE 
OF .LEAD WAS DUG OlTT AND <:tlV.€RED WITH mE OUTER BERMS AND 
MA TEIUAL FROM THE l40 FT. AH..EA BETWEEN THE BERMS AND WHERE 
TlfEY SHOT FROM. THIS SOIL KAN FROM 0 TO !00 PPM. 1 H.-\ VE ALL TDE 
MIXJNG AND MOVTNG OF THE MATERIAL ON VIDEO. 
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rilE v1oEo w•Li-saow ALL THE woRk ooN£.oN··sin . .AN».rnJ: .. -
AMOUNT OF LEAD WE \VERE RECOVERING F:ROM THE CONTAMINATED 
SOIL. WE CLICA N.tD, ON THE ~lAP I GAVE YOU, FROM RIGHT TO LEFr. 
l'HI£ LESS CONTAMINATED SOTLS BEING IN THE PISiOL RANGE. WE 
Rt~l.'UVERED OVER 30 TON OF LEAD OUT OF ABOUT 5500 TON OJI~ SOIL. 

. THE LEAD IS IN 13 BARRELS STILL ON SITE AND I H.AVF. RI!:CORilS Ofi' 
.OtJR DAlLY RUNS. THERE IS OVER 1000-BAGS OF PINE.NEEDLESTHAT . 
W!: TKltD TO CLEAN. WE PUT THE PINE NEEDLES ON A 4' X 8' SHEET OF 
PLYWOOD AND USED A METAl. DETECTOR TO HAND PICK AL14 THE 
LEAD OUT. AJI''fi!:K .REMOVING mE LEAD. THE PINE NEEDLES STILL 
RAN 700 PPM AND COUT.D NOTB'II: REMOVED.FR(lM THE SITE.·, .. ·:-:_·~ ~:---~~- ~-;~~·.:-·~--~~;_-·- ----

.. 
' ::- - ~--= - .~. : ·. :_:: , __ : __ -...:. :' 

THIS GUN BANG.E HAS BEEN USED SINCE TilE 1940'S BY TilE . 
---·· ---- ----»EPARTMENT_OF_WARANDIN_1976 IT_WASGIV.EN.BACK:fO_THESANTA~ ·-:: ___ =-.:_~_ ~--~-· ... 

FE NATIONAL FOREST WHERE IT WAS USED BY THE GENERAL 
PUBUC.(THlS IS IN TRF. NATIONAL RESPONSE LETIER OF APRIL 13~ 1992· 

__ ~BY AL DE"='J:R,FQRESJ.:RY SUPERVlSOR.)ANYONE.WlTH JUSTA LITI'LE . . . 
··· coMMoN SENSl; cAN IMAGINE.Iiow·M:ANY toNifoa.· L·EA·owouw·BE · .. :=--'"=c;· . ..,_ --

ACCUMULATED OVER THIS PERIOD OF TIME. . 
--- ... --.; .. ' ·-·· ' --:- ··. ~ -- . . ... .. 

AT ONE TIME SOMEONE ENLARGED THE RIFFLE RANGE BY PUSHING 
THE .BERM OVER THE BACK SLOPE AND PUTTING A NEW BERM IN. 
ERMLGOLDER SAMPLED THE BACK SLOPE AND FOUND IT TO BE .,. 
CONTAMINATED WITH LEAD. JCl, A CONTRACTOR, REMOVED ABOU'f 
2000 YARDS OF CONTAMlNA TED SOIL AND. PUT IT ON TWrBACK OF "'11E 
J:XISTING CONTAMINATED SOU.. PILE. TREY COVERED THE BACK 
SLOPE WITH 6" OF TOP SOD.. AND SEEDED 1'(. THIS IS WHERE THE 700 
PPM CONTAMINATED PINE NEEDJ .. ES CAME FROM. 

1N THE VOLUNTARY (;UH.IU;CHV.l AcrtON PLAN SWMUO..Ot6, FORMER 
SMALL ARMS RANGE REVISION 39 Ft.:BRUA.RY 7~ 1994, REMEDY l.l, THAT 
I HAVE ENCLOSED, YOU WU.L FIND THAT YOU REJECTED THE 
REWCATI.NC OF THE SOIL WI'I"H BULLETS AND LEAD FRAGMENTS TO 
mE ACTIVE SMALlrARMS FllUNG RANGE. THIS WAS BECAUSE OF THE 
AMOUNT OJr MA~:SIV~ UAD IN TBE BERMS. YOU ACCEYf.ED TilE SOIL 
WASHING REMEDIATION SYSTEM AND REQUIRED THAT THE SOILS BE 

- CLEANED TO 500 PPM, AS REQUIRED FOR RESIDENTIAL USE. tN THE 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS INVI!S'IIG.A.TIONS, l.l VCA. THE liSle'S 
CONDUCTED A STUDY 0~' THE AREA tN 1991. IN THIS STUDY 11 OF ll 
SAMPLES TAKEN FROM THE SWMU l'"AlLED TCLl' FOR REA VY METAL. 
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·- WHY IS THE CONTAMINATED MATERIAL NOW -CLEAN. LET ME TRY TO 
EXPLAIN. ERM/GOLDER DOCUMENTED THE MATERIAL WOULDN•T 
PASS W H.t;N JT WAS ON TilE BACK SLOPE BUT IT PASSED WHEN IT WAS 
ON THE Pll£. WHY DID THE BERM SAMPLES WHICH WERE IN THE TENS 
OF THOUSANDS PPM NOW PASS? ITS CALLED DILUTION. 1F YOU HAVE - ... 

l'' OFCONTAMINATEDSOD..ANDYOU:EXCAVATE6" TO MAKF.~tJRF. 
YOU GET Ai...L THE CONTAMINATED MA'fERIAL~ YOU DiLUTE IT. IF YOU 
HAVE 1000 TONS OF VERY BIGH LEAD CONCE~TRATES SUCH AS IN THE 
BACKSTOP AND YOU MIX IT Wl'l'H 3000 TONS OF LOW LEAD 
CONTAMINATED SOIL SUCH AS IN THE STAGING AREA, YOU DR.UTE IT. 
·oNCE A SITE IS SAMPLED, AS THIS ON.E WAS RV N1JMF.R01JS CONCERNS, j 

AND IT BECOMES A HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE, AS miS ONE IS,.YOV · ,, .. 
SUBMIT A VCA PLAN TO CLKAN IT, AS THEY DID. EPA AGREED TO A 

_____ --~-·-~--_SOIL WASHINGREMEDIAnON SYSTEM OF_WHJCH.WE:WEREHIRED ___ _:_~--~·: _ _:_.:.~2-· 
AND <:LEAN~D HALF OF THE CONTAMINAT!!:J> MATERIAL. 

. . -- ·-- - . ---~- - ·~··- - ... , 

NOW YOU HAVE A PILE OJ4' CONTAMINATED SOIL LEIT WITH ~ •· -_ ·. ~~ ~- -~, .. - · --· · 
o:-PROBABLY 60 To~foF LEAD n.fn'.AND.Y(itTCAN-SEELEAri' BULLETS"'"·... , · .. - .... 
EVERYWHERE. BECAUSE DOE AND LANL BAS MISCALCULATED AND 

. WASTED QUITE A BIT OF TAXPAYERS MONEY THEY WOULD LIKE· EPA 
TO JUSTTlTRN TRF.TR H~AD WHILE THEY HAUL mE CONTAMINATED 
MATERIAL TO THE ACTIVE GUN RANGE AND FORGET IT. IF THIS ISN'T 

_ C~INAL IT IS VERY CLOSE. DOE AND LANL UAS SAMPLE~ FOR TCLP 
y{) TRY TO PROVE THIS GUN .RANGE IS NOW CLEAN WHILE KNOWING 
TH-IS MATERIAL HAS BEEN MIXED WITH LOW LEAD CONTAMINATED 
SOU .. ~ AND IS NOT TN ITS ORIGINAL STATE WHEN SAMPLED. THEY 
KNOW THIS MATERIAL HAS BEEN MIXED TO BE CLEANED. THEY ALSO 
KNOW THIS MA TERJAL WILL PASS TCLP BECAUSE OF THE ML'UNG. I 
PEBSONALLY TOLD AN ERM/GOLDER REPRESENTATIVE ON SITE THIS 
PD..E COULD NOT BE SAMPLED FAIRLY BEt:AU:S~ Olf ·mE MIXING WITH 
THE I..OW GRADE.ERM/GOLDER ALSO TOOK PILIUKES AND MADE A 
VIDEO OF WHAT WAS GOING ON, ON THE SITE. THIS VIDEO, AS TOLD 
TO ME, WAS MADE t'OR LANL SO 1T IS SAFE TO ASUME BOTH 
ERMIGOLDER AND LANL KNEW THE MATERIAL WAS MIXED. I DON'T 
KNOW IF DOE WAS SHOWN THE PICHJKES OK THE VIDEO. I ~M 
FORWARDING A COPY OF THIS LE'ITER AND A COPY OF MY VIDEO TO 

- JOSEPH VOZELLA, DOE. SAMPLING OF TBJS PlldE MEANS NOTHING 
NOW. ONCE IT WAS SAMPJ dED AND PD .ED AS HAZARDOUS WASTE. IT 
WIU 4 ALWAYS BE UAZABOOJJS WASTE. YCA. QlLIITJON IS NO'I.m.E. 
SQ14IJDON, EPA. 
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··nuM.PTHESAMEASANYOTBERPUBUC(.."'NCERN IN THE UNITED~-: --.:·.~>'t-->: -~- :::~-~--"'
STATES lJNDE.REPA.IFYOU WlSHTO CHANGE YOUR REGlii,A"fiONS I '~::.._~'-~- -~- -- ··.~:.-~~:: 
WOULD BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO MIX LEAD CONTAMINA1"ED SOILS 
'1'1LL THEY PASS TCLP AND THEN JuST HAVLTHE SOIL AWAY INSTEAD 
OF CLEANING IT •. - · · ' . :· :• -~ ·:. _-_.:-; ':- .. :~·::,_-,_.._ .. ·.-.·.':"-: --.-:::::: .. :. :> :;.: - .:.. :.· . .:~. ---
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• MR. COLEMAN, U, YOU UIIJ NOT KNOW \YHA·T WAS GOING ON~ ON THJS ; •-- .. ·: "~;_:;;:"..-. _:-::.:_· ~-

SITE. YOU DO NOW. 'I DON'T CAKE ABOUT WHAT NMED DOES BUT I DO - - -- -
WANT '1'0 kNOW WHAT EPA IS GOiriG TO DO. I, AS A CONCERNED 
CITIZEN, WOULD LIKE A LETTER FROM TH.E APPROPRIATE PERSON IN 
EPA STATING YOUR POSITION. IF YOU ARE GOING TO TURN YOUR-
HJ:AD AND LET THIS RAPPEN 1 RELIEVE YOU SHOULD DO THE SAME · :· :~;.:>~-:--;~'·'~~':,::::-=~~~~:·:~,':-~. 

_:.· FOR ALL raE PUBLIC GVN RANGES m~T~ST_,E-.C~ED.-: ___ .·---~=----·~:·-~-~-~~~-_-,_:_.·_~-~--:·:·:: __ ·_~~~:.:-~~;~,~~:;~~~-~~~~-~-::. 
. COMMON SENSI!: SAYS TIR WORDSGuN:iANGE:SPEAKS.FORITSELF~----·- .,~. -~ ··--:n~•-.,-------· 

-· ---tHE-woRD 1 <io.:r-iS-Nl\liifis·AufiioiUZEJ51'o AND wJ.LL'GtvE 'ooi----,,~·:,-......;:......o:.:---"'-~.,-. ____ _ 
- -

AND I..ANL THI£ OK TO HAUL THE CONTAMINATED SOIL TO mE __ -_ ... _ .... _ . 
.ACTIVE GUN RANGE. PLEASE CONSIDER THIS AS A NOTICE TO EPA. IF_:~- > :~~ -~- ·::~:; · -··

- -: YOU WISH TO LOOK INTO TDIS IT IS YOV-R:DEClSION.·PJ..EAsE ·,- L:-p'~ : -'~;<,:;:~;;,:::.~,~ ·.-~-:: "':~- ... 
CONTACT ME u· THERE IS ANY WAY I CAN ASSIST YOU. THE VIDEO 
WILL B.E MAILED TO YOU TODAY. - • • :.: ~:-~~:·:-=:;:.~~~-~.:_~ :· .. ':- ,.,''" ..... , ~,~;:~·, -.-:.·:•·--:~-=:-;:7·~~-::.~:-;_...__ ··--w._. •~ ::•".• •• • 

.... T~1-K YOV, . _______ _ .. .. 

--~-504-649-680! 

CC:TONY A. GALLEGOS, OFFICE OF JNSPECTOR GENERAL 
.ROSEMARY F~T.I!a(SON, 014'f4'1CE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

CRIMlNAL DIVISION 
CARLTON PATTON, EPA, OFFICE OF CRlMINALINVESTIGATIONS 
JOSE.PJ:l VOZ.ELLA, U.S. DEPARTMENT Olt' ENERGY 
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.. - SIERKAKOCK,INC.- . 
ROBERT SHAVER - ·FIELD OFFICE SLIDELL,:LA .. 
l'.O. BOX 3362 . _-- . . .. . -- - . - TELEPHONE: 504-649-6805 
RENO, NEVADA 39'0' . · . · · Rf::S.llJbNCb: 504--649.6805 
TELEPHONE: 702-356-9 I 37 : -·· . MOBILE: , 

. FAX: 702-356·7048 .... · ··· ···· · · - - .. FAX:504-649-6805-

SOIL PROCES&ING SUR VJCE 

DATE. 
- ,.:. 

''l/18/96 .• 
-... ... ·-·- .- . .._ .. 

... · ... : · .... 

COMPANY:-~-
. -;· .. "-:""·----- -.... .. "· ... .. . .. . .. - - . ,. " .. 

... ·EPA--- - . . .. -···-

FAX~PHONE#~-"--·;:.~214~665~7449 .. .. , ___ 
. . -. 

-:..- -
- ·- --·-

ATTENTION. ... CARLTON PAT.TON-

SENT BY ROBERT BEAVER 
#PAGES (WITH COVER) 21 
NOTES FAX AND PHONE THE SAME 

PHONE 504-649-6805. 

HAVEANICEDAY 

THANK YOU 

It' ANY Ot' THESE lf,AX COPIES ARE ILLEGIBLE OR YOU DO NOT 
RECEWJ; THE SAME NUMBER OF PAGES AS ~TATED ABOVE PLEASE 

CONTACT US THANK YOU 


