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(505) 827-1557 
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RETURN RECEIPT RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Theodore J. Taylor, DOE Program Manager 
Los Alamos Area Office, MS A316 
Department of Energy 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Mr. Jorg Jansen, LANL Program Manager 
Los Alamos National Laboratory ER Project, MS M992 
1900 Diamond Drive, P.O. Box 1663 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

RE: Los Alamos National Laboratory Canyon Workplans 

Dear Mr. Taylor and Mr. Jansen: 

MARK E. WEIDLER 
SECRETARY 

EDGAR T. THORNTON, III 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

This letter is regarding the unacceptable schedule for submitting the remaining Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) canyon workplans. Although LANL's HSWA Permit is vague 
and does not include a specific schedule for the investigation of the canyon systems, HRMB 
regards these areas of investigation as high priority due to the potential for off-site migration 
of hazardous constituents. 

HRMB will initiate an agency permit modification to set a specific schedule of investigation 
for the 15 major canyons as a part of the HSW A Module. LANL shall resubmit a schedule 
which does not extend beyond the year 2000 for all remaining canyon workplans. An 
approved schedule for the canyon Areas of Concern (AOC) will become a part of LANL's 
schedule of compliance. Since the contamination within the canyon systems is non-point 
source specific or related to multiple Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU) release areas, 
these AOCs will be investigated through the "omnibus" authority of RCRA for corrective 
action of releases which pose unacceptable risks to human health and the environment [ 40 
CFR 270.32(b )(2)]. 

Of the 24 RFI Workplans submitted to date, the RFI Workplan for Operable Unit 1049: Los 
Alamos and Pueblo Canyon, dated Novmeber 1995, presented a technical approach indicating 
considerable expertise and a logical progression of investigation and data analysis providing 
for further corrective action decisions. The emphasis on Environmental Justice and the 
evaluation of impacts to the Rio Grande are also to be commended. 
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LANL shall respond with a revised schedule for the remaining canyon workplans within thirty 
(30) calendar days of receipted of this letter. Should you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact either Ms. Teri Davis or Mr. John Kieling of my staff at (505) 827-1558. 

Sincerely, 

tt/10~&J 
RobertS. (Stu) Dinwiddie 
RCRA Permits Management Program 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 

RSD/jek 

Attachment 

cc: Benito Garcia, NMED HRMB 
David Neleigh, EPA Region VI 
John Kieling, NMED HRMB 
Allan Pratt, LANL 
David Broxton, LANL 
Pat Longmire, LANL 
Steve Reneau, LANL 
John Parker, NMED DOE OB 
Steve Y anicak, NMED DOE OB 
FILE: HSWA LANL FU4 OU 1049 
TRACK: LANL, 3/17/97, n!a, DOE, HRMB, RE, File 


