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Friday, May 23, 1997 9:39am 

Subject: LA-5 limited-suite sediment sampling 

Interested Parties: 

We are scheduled to collect a 2nd round of sediment samples from reach LA-5 
on Thursday, May 29. A total of24 samples are currently planned from 16 
sites between the new Espanola interchange and the Rio Grande. These 
samples will provide us with data from all major geomorphic units 
identified in the reach, data on contaminants buried at depth, and good 
spatial distribution from the northwest to the southeast part of the reach. 
Samplling is being biased towards the finer-grained overbank sediment 
deposits ( ~ 17 samples) where the highest contaminant concentrations have 
been found upstream, and are being biased towards deposits that may date to 
the period 1945-1965 when contaminant concentrations in active channel 
sediments were apparently the highest. Plutonium analyses will be obtained 
on all samples because it is the only contaminant that was identified above 
background in the full-suite analyses. Cesium analyses are planned for a 
small subset of the samples because it would best identify the contribution 
from upper Los Alamos Canyon (the bulk of the Puis probably derived from 
Pueblo Canyon). 

Representatives of San Ildefonso Pueblo have expressed an interest in 
observing the sampling, and other interested parties are also welcome to 
meet us. 

Please feel free to contact me for any reason. 

Steve 
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